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THE CONFERENCE of the Communist Parties of the British Empire was held during the week 
February 26-March 2, 1947. It took place in the 
Beaver Hall in the City of London, in the very heart 
of the Empire and within a stone's throw of the 
centre of British imperialism. 
It was the first occasion in history when the Com-
munist representatives of the subject peoples of the 
Empire-Crown Colonies, Mandated Territories and 
Dominions alike-met to exchange information and 
experiences in a collective manner and to bring public 
attention to bear on urgent matters which must be the 
concern of al~ progressive-minded people. Twenty-
eight delegates came from eleven countries of the 
Empire, some having travelled many thousands of 
miles. In addition there were ·observers from the 
Communist Parties of fifteen other countries. 
In these pages is a report of much that was said. 
It is a document of very considerable significance, 
deserving close attention by all who recognise 
political, economic and social freedom irrespective of 
race, colour or creed as indispensable aims in a world 
working towards peace, progress and plenty. 
Nearly 100 years ago Karl Marx gave us the 
famous thought, ''No nation that enslaves another 
can itself be free." In organising and so successful!)' 
holding this first conference of the Communist Parties 
of the British Empire, the Communist Party has 
given a mighty impetus to the freedom of Britain 
· itself. 
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FOREWORD 
T HE publication of this booklet containing the reports and speeches which constituted the proceedings of the Conference of representa-
tives of Communist Parties in the British Empire will not only be 
eagerly welcomed by the Labour, progressive and democratic movements 
throughout the Empire territories, but will also serve an extremely useful 
purpose in providing those movements with a unique compendium of 
information about the British Empire, which hitherto has been lacking. 
This Conference, the first of its kind ever to have been held, was at 
once the indication of the rapid advance which the Communist movement 
has made within the British Empire in recent years, and an evidence of 
how clearly it is realised throughout the Empire territories that there are 
vital common tasks and problems which require to be faced and which 
demand the most careful consideration. 
The actual situation prevailing in .Britain itself during the days in which 
the Conference was in session was highly significant and illustrative in 
bringing to a sharp focal point what exactly the continuation of Empire 
imperialist policy really means. The month of February witnessed Great 
Britain faced with an unprecedented fuel crisis, the gravity of which threw 
into sharp relief the critical juncture which has been reached, not only in 
Britain's own internal affairs, but in the entire foreign and colonial policy 
which the Labour Government is pursuing. This crisis, it is well to 
remind the reader, had been accurately foretold by the Communists in 
Britain over twelve months previously. The Communist Party of Britain 
rightly forecast the consequences which must inevitably ensue from a 
policy concerned with deliberately maintaining huge swollen armed forces 
for purposes of policing the .Empire and foreign territories at a time when 
it was glaringly obvious that the shortage of manpower for peaceful 
reconstruction was becoming more and more acute. Moreover, as the 
Co·mmunists so clearly pointed out, the maintenance of these large British 
armies in the overseas Empire territories was in direct contradiction to, 
and a violation of, the expressed will of the Brritish people as demonstrated 
in the General Election of 1945; and constituted a gross betrayal of the 
aims for which the war was fought and for which the colonial peoples 
gave so much in order to bring it to a victorious conclusion. 
Running throughout the reports and speeches made at the Conference 
was the theme-the need to strengthen the fight for peace and democratic 
progress, to uphold and forward the struggle for self-determination of 
the colonial peoples, and the responsibility which rested upon the 
Communist apd all freedom-loving forces within the Empire in this 
particular respect. · 
In the contributions made, attention was also sharply drawn to the 
serious dangers to the establishment of world peace arising out of the 
efforts being exerted by American capitalism to secure for itself a position 
of world domination. Even in the short time since the Conference 
concluded its proceedings, this a8pect of affairs has been further 
emphasised by the character of the recent declaration made by President 
Truman in connection with Turkey and Greece. The aggressive policy of 
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American imperialism .constitutes a menace to the peoples of the world 
and in this regard the people of Britain and of the Empire have a special 
responsibility in seeing that the present policy of British imperialism, 
which is aided · and abetted by the reactionary elements in the Dominions, 
is not allowed to succeed. As the Conference rightly pointed out, the 
aggressive appetites of American Big Business are also directed towards 
the British Empire countries themselves. 
But the working class and democratic forces are sufficiently strong 
and powerful to bring to nought the aims and plans of reaction, provided 
these forces are thoroughly mobilised. It is in this sphere that the 
Communist Parties within the Empire have a vital role to play. 
Some of the fruit of the work and results achieved by the Conference 
is embodied in the Declarations which it issued and in the various 
resolutions which it adopted. These are documents which should be 
carefully studied; for they clarify the position and indicate in condensed 
form some of· the principal questions with which the movement 
throughout the Empire has to concern itself. 
There are still many difficulties to be faced but these difficulties will 
assuredly be overcome. The Empire Communist Parties' Conference has 
' made its own positive contribution in this direction, and the record of its 
work as contained in this booklet will serve further to equip the working-
class and the freedom-loving fore es throughout the Empire in their 
struggle to bring about political, social and economic emancipation. 
HARRY POLLITT. 
15.3.47. 
- ' 
THE COMMUNIST PARTIES OF THE EMPIRE 
AND THE FIGHT FOR PEACE AND DEMOCRACY 
POLITICAL REPORT 
to the Conference of 
Communist Parties of the 
British Empire 
By R. Palme Dutt 
I. AIMS OF THE CONFERENCE 
Our Conference constitutes a new departure and a political la1:1dmark. 
Previously there have been for sixty years Impe·rial Conferences consisting 
of the ruling Governments of the Empire. But these Conferences have 
been Conferences of the Governments of Britain and the self-governing 
Dominions, with no claim to represent more than one-seventh of the 
Empire; six-sevenths of the peoples of the Empire have been excluded 
from representation. 
Previously also there have been held various Commonwealth Labour 
Conferences. But these Conferences have been based· on the organisations 
of the privileged · minority of white workers. The overwhelming majority 
of the working masses of the Empire have had no share in them. 
Today for the first time a Conference meets whose representatives are 
drawn from the masses of the people all over the Empire, equally from 
the ruling and from the subject and oppressed countries within the 
Empire, coming together on an equal and fraternal basis, without 
distinction of nation, race or colour, and united by common aims of 
political and social liberation. . 
This Conference is able for the first time to voice, not the will of the 
ruling imperialists, b'1t the struggle of the peoples of the Empire for 
freedom, for democracy, for peace and for their social and economic 
needs. 
The aims of our Conference are: -
(1) to proclaim to the world the aims and the needs and demands 
of the peoples of the Empire; 
(2) to strengthen the united fight of the working class and 
democratic movement in all Empire countries for peace and 
democracy, against reaction, against fomenters of a new world war 
and against imperialist oppression; 
(3) to discuss all current problems arising in the present situation, 
with special reference to the United Nations and the colonial peoples, 
the colonial policy of the Labour Government, the path · to freedom 
of the subject peoples, economic ·co-operation, the advance of the 
working-class and peasant movements, and the concrete problems 
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of the present political situation in the leading countries and regions· 
of the Empire. 
(4) to promote closer understanding, exchange of information and 
co-operation between th~ working-class movement and peoples of 
the Empire countries. 
We meet at a moment when great changes are developing in all 
countries of the Empire and when the Communist Parties all over the 
Empire are playing an ever more leading part in the advance of their 
peoples. Today we approach the colonial question in a new context-
in the world aft~r victory over fascism, with the enormous advance of 
liberation and democracy arising from that victory, with the rising 1 
consciousness of the colonial peoples and the weakening of the power of 
imperialist reaction. On all sides there is increasing recognition that the 
old basis of Empire must come to an end and must be replaced by a new 
relationship of free peoples. 
Il. THE COLONIAL QUESTION TODAY 
The 550 millions inhabiting the British Empire, constitute one-quarter 
of the human race. Of these some 70 millions, or a little over one-eighth, 
comprise the self-governing section, the people of Britain and the self-
governing white population of the Dominions. 400 millions, or four-fifths 
of the overseas population of the Empire, and more than three-quarters 
of the total population of the Empire, are the people of India. Some 80 
millions are the peoples of the various colonies and protectorates of the 
colonial empire, including the subject African four-fifths of the South 
African Dominion. In addition, a number of countries with formally 
independent or semi-independent status, like Egypt, Iraq or Transjordania, 
fall in· reality within the orbit of British imperial control. The full extent 
of the British Empire would thus reach in practice closer to 600 million 
human beings. 
The overwhelming majority of these, nearly seven-eighths, are subject 
peoples under varying forms of colonial rule or British domination; 
denied national independence; their countries occupied by the troops of 
the rµling Power; their resources exploited by the ·great . monopolist 
interests of British capital; and suffering from all the disabilities, poverty, 
backwardness and arrested development characteristic of colonial 
countries. 
It is fashionable today in certain circles to describe the British Empire 
as a union of free peoples. We are told that the old imperialisµi is dead· 
and that its crimes belong to the past. Criticisms of imperialism are· 
declared to be obsolete and out of date. General Smuts, a nice judge· 
of freedom, led t~e way when he declared not long ago : ---:-
'' The old British Empire died at the end of the nineteenth century. 
Tod.ay it is the widest system of organised freedom which has ever 
existed in human history." 
It would appear that General Smuts dates the great change from the 
moment when the Boer exploiters were admitted to the charmed circle 
to join hands with the Cape millionaires in maintaining their minority 
rule over the African maj0rity and extending their infamous colour bar, 
5 
J 
I 
( 
l 
discrimination and g·hetto laws as their conception of the ''system of 
organised freedom''. 
The widespread press and publicity campaign to prove that imperialism 
is dead is a tribute to the growth of anti-imperialist sentiment in Britain 
and the world. It is a recognition that the conception of Empire is no 
longer popular and can no longer be def ended . . But the realities of empire 
and colonial domination cannot be so easily got rid of by a few smooth 
phrases. The ohange from colonial slavery to freedom has still to be 
achieved for the overwhelming majority of the peoples of the Empire; 
·and it is the task of our Conference to assist in speeding that achievement. 
We shall have occasion to examine the new constitutional plans for 
India, Burma and other countries, and the treaty proposals recently rejected 
by Egypt, and see how far these fall short of effective independence or 
ending of imperialist domination. Neither in· India nor Egypt nor Burma 
nor Palestine is there peace and freedom today. Military occupation by 
British armed forces continues in all these countries. 
What has been happening even during these weeks while our Conference 
has been assem.bling? 
Police firing on, and hundreds of arrests of the oil strikers 
in Trinidad-Trinidad where the great oil companies have been 
accustomed to make profits of one and a half million pounds a year 
on a total wages bill of £473,000. 
The South Afrz91can mineworkers batoned back to work, with 
numbers killed and hundreds arrested-the South African goldmines 
which yield £43 million in profits, yet pay 390,000 Africans and 
Indian workers only £12 million in ~ages, or 2s. 5d. a shift, as against 
£18 million or 3 ls. a shift for 37,000 European workers. 
Troops maintained at Basra in '' sovereign independent '' Iraq to 
overawe the Anglo-Iranian Company's oil workers who dared to go 
on strike, and warships sent to Persian waters. 
Troops maintained in Egypt and firing on popular independence 
demonstrations in Cairo and Alexandria. 
Martial measures in Palestine, and round-up of Communists in 
the Middle Eastern countries. 
Air bombing of the tribesmen on the North-Western Frontier. 
Widespread and growing violent repression of the popular movement 
in India; police offensive against the Indian Communist Party for 
the crime of publishing documents revealing military preparations 
for the suppression of an Indian national revolt. 
The King may be sent to South Africa to cover up un1der a cloak 
of ostentatious and costly celebrations, the bloodstained Smuts' regime of 
racial oppression, denial of democracy and murderous exploitation. But 
our South African delegation will be able to give the true picture of the 
South Africa he visits. 
Leading delegates appointed to our Conference have been prevented 
from attending by the police offensive of these recent weeks, and the 
arrests or trials and persecutions pending against them. The Secretary of 
the South African Communist Party, Comrade Kotane, who was to have 
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Jed the South African delegation, has been prevented from attending by 
his arrest and the trial now proceeding against him and the other leaders 
of the South African Party. . 
We protest against these police measures which have prevented some 
of the delegates to our Conference from taking part in our proceedings. 
We protest against this police offensive which is today directed against 
the Communist Parties in India and South Africa as the vanguard of the 
popular movement; and we must see that this protest is effectively voiced 
from this Conference to rally the support of the working class movement 
and all democrats through all countries of the Empire. 
The Empire today, empire domination and colonial slavery is no 
figment of the imagination. The great monopolies which are centred in 
this City of London where we are meeting, under the shadow of the 
Bank of England and the Stock Exchange, continue to exploit the lives and 
labour of hundreds of millions of colonial workers and peasants. Walk 
a few hundred paces from this Beaver Hall and you will see the colossal 
mansions of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company, of the Rand gold companies; 
of Unilevers. But you will have to travel thousands of miles to see the 
outcom.e in the ruined lives of the hundreds of millions of colonial 
peoples, the stark poverty and starvation and sweated labour, the slave 
conditions of the plantations and compounds, the appalling housing 
conditions, rampant disease and high death rate and infant mortality; 
and the deepening agrarian crisis which finds reflection in the indebtedness 
and misery of the peasantry and in famines such as that which took three 
million lives in Bengal during the war. On all these conditions our 
delegates here will be able to speak from first hand knowledge. 
It is with a burning consciousness of these realities of Empire that we 
approach our problems here today~ and express the determination of 
the Communist Parties, of the working class movement and of all serious 
democratic and progressive fighters to change these conditions. 
Marxism has always taught how the liberation stru·ggle of the colonial 
peoples is bound up with the vital interests of the working class move-
ment, of democratic victory and the advance to Socialism, in the ruling 
imperialist countries. Marx and Engels in the nineteenth century especially 
stressed the importance of the colonial question for the British Labour 
movement. They showed how co-operation of the upper leadership and 
labour aristocracy with the master class for the maintenance of the 
empire, in order to win a minute share of the spoils for a privileged 
section at the expense of the general interests of the working class was 
the real root of reformism and corruption in the Labour movement. They 
showed how a decisive break must be made with this policy as an 
indispensable condition for the liberation and victory of the British 
working class, which could only be achieved in unity with the liberation 
of the colonial peoples. 
Lenin and Stalin carried forward this teaching in the era of imperialism, 
when the colonial question had come still more sharply to the fore-front, 
when the independent national movements of. the colonial peoples had· 
already assumed major proportions and when the first beginnings of the 
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colonial. working class movement were already developing. They showed 
how the national liberation movement of the subject peoples of the 
. ·ntodern empire$ had now, following the victory of the Socialist 
!'evolution in Russia and the opening of the era of the decisive battles 
against capitalism and imperialism all over the world, become an integral 
part of the international working class revolution. They exposed sharply 
the connection between imperialism and reformism . in the labour move-
ment, and they showed also the twofold vacillating role of the colonial 
bourgeoisie and the decisive role of the colonial working class in finally 
leading and uniting the national front of the subject peoples for freedom. 
Today, in the new period after victory over fascism, we have entered 
into a still more advanced stage of this world movement. Imperialism is 
weakened. The working class has enormously gained in strength. The 
major colonial peoples stand on the threshold of winning their freedom. 
In the main confrontation in the world today between the two camps, 
the camp of socialism and democracy, the working class, democratic, 
anti-fascist and progressive camp, on the one hand and the camp cf 
reaction and fomenters of a new world war, on the other, the colonial 
peoples occupy a foremost position. The colonial and semi-colonial 
peoples, if we include not only the countries under direct colonial rule, 
like India, but also those countries like China, whose independence is 
still at present limited by imperialist armed occupation and intervention 
()r domination of their government; the colonial and semi-colonial peoples 
represent the majority of the world's population. Which way they will 
go in the immediate future, whether they will win effective independence 
or continue subject to imperialist domination, is obviously of decisive 
importance for the balance of world forces. If leading countries among 
them such as India and China, win real independence in the immediate 
future, it is manifest that this will transform the balance of world forces 
and can bring an enormous accession of strength to the progressive 
democratic camp throughout the world. 
m. THE CRISIS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE 
What are the outstanding new features of the present world situation 
affecting the empire and the colonial peoples? 
First, imperialism is weakened. Germany, Japan and Italy have been 
struck down from the ranks of imperialist Powers. The Japanese and 
Italian colonial empires have ended, even though th~ future fate of the 
colonial peoples in these empires has still to be settled. Leadership of 
world reaction has passed to Anglo-American imperialism; but, despite 
the enormous expansion and aggressive drive of American imperialism, 
the world range of domination of Anglo-American imperialist reaction 
is limited by the increased strength of the progressive forces of the 
world,· especially the ·soviet Union, the withdrawal of the new peoples' 
democracies in Europe from the orbit of imperialist influence and the 
strengthened political consciousness of the nations both in Europe and 
the colonial world. Further, there are factors of instability in the Anglo-
American bloc. 
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Second, the establishment of the United Nations, even though with 
many present defects and weaknesses, reflects a new world balance of 
forces. Unlike the old League of Nations, which was established as a 
bloc of imperialist Powers against the Soviet Union and progressive 
advance, the decisive leadership of the United Nations is placed in the 
hands of the three World Powers, ,Britain, the United States and the 
Socialist Soviet Union. Just as the Atlantic Charter proclaimed ''the right 
of all peoples to choose the form of Government under which they will 
live'' so the Charter of the United Nations sets out the governing aim ''to 
develop friendly relations among nations based on respect for the 
principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples." These aims 
are, in fact, incompatible with maintenance of the Colonial system. 
Third, the increased world influence and leading role of the Soviet 
Union is of especial significance for the colonial peoples. The · Soviet 
Union has demonstrated, over one sixth of the earth, the complete· 
realisation in practice of the liberty and .equality of nations, the solution~ 
of the national and colonial question in the former Tsarist prison-house· 
of nations, and has shown the · possibilty for even the most backward 
peoples, suffering from long oppression and arrested development, as jn 
the Central Asian Republics, to progress rapidly to the level o~ advanced 
nations. 
The test of war has proved under the heaviest ordeal the strength,~ 
the vitality and creative power of this fraternity of equal nations and~ 
has further carried forward the advance of the Soviet nations, notably'· 
with the new economic and cultural developments in Soviet Asia. This--
example is one of the most powerful stimulating and revolutionising: 
factors for all colonial peoples. 
Fourth, the increased strength of the working class, deffiocratic and 
progressive forces in all countries, including the imperialist countries~. 
powerfully assists the liberation movement of the colonial peoples. The· 
new people's democracies in Eastern Europe have been able to carry, 
through the solution of the national question in their territories, as out-
standingly shown in the Yugoslavian Federal People's Republic. In the, 
European countries reaction is weakened, and the working-class parties 
hold the leading positions. In Britain, Toryism was defeated at the 
general election and replaced by a Labour Government, even though 
the change from Tory imperialist foreign policy has still to be carried 
through. 
Of outstanding importance is the enormous advance in the strength 
of the international working class, shown equally in the growth of the 
Communist Parties and in the establishment of the World Federation of 
Trade Unions, uniting seventy million organised workers. Whereas the 
old International Federation of Trade Unions Was confined mainly to the 
white· workers of the leading European imperialist countries, the World 
Federation of Trade Unions unites the workers of all countries and draws 
' in equally the representatives of the colonial trade unions. 
Fifth, and most important of all for the future of colonial liberations-
is the rising upsurge of the colonial peoples themselves. The colonial 
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revolts, which followed the First World War, are far surpassed in 
range and volume, mass following· and organisation, political clearness 
and maturity by the liberation movements which have followed victory 
over fascism. 
The war has produced far-reaching e:ff ects in all colonial countries. The 
democratic liberation and anti-fascist aims of the war, the participation of 
the Socialist Soviet Union and National China, and the example of the 
underground resistance and liberation movements in the European 
countries, inevitably aroused a response in the colonial world. The rapid 
collapse of military resistance before the Japanese onslaught in South 
East Asia revealed the rottenness of the old colonial system, which was 
incapable of mobilising or organising the peoples for their own defence. 
The military prestige of Western imperialism in Asia was shattered by 
the events of the war; the myth of the invincibility of British power was 
ended. In the countries. occupied by Japan, powerful popular liberation 
movements developed, organised in the first place by the Communist 
Parties, which played a key part in the eventual victory. These libera-
iion movements· fought, not to replace Japanese rule by the old colonial 
system, but to win freedom for their countries. In the hour of victory 
they welcomed the Western troops as allies in a common cause, only to 
find that the British, French and Dutch imperialists immediately turned 
tjieir endeavours to disrupt, disarm and undermine the popular liberation 
movements. Millions of colonial soldiers were mobilised and transported 
everseas to fight for the freedom of many European countries which had 
!Jeen overrun by foreign invaders and subjected to foreign rule. It was 
natural that the thoughts of many of them, and of the peoples from whom 
they had come, should turn to the aim of winning freed om for their own 
countries from foreign rule. 
Economically, the war produced extreme disorganisation in the already 
weak and bankrupt colonial economies of the subject countries. The 
countries of the colonial world did not in general suffer the same military 
devastation as European countries. But they suffered a profound 
economic disorganisation. Their resources were ruthlessly drawn upon for 
the purposes of war. In the resulting economic chaos, wholesale inflation 
and impoverishment, a tiny handful of profiteers, speculators and black 
marketeers made gigantic fortunes. For the mass of the colonial peoples 
the war meant widespread ruin, rising prices, worsened standards and 
intensification of the agrarian crisis. This in turn stimulated the political 
stirring and awakening which follo\ved the war . 
. These conditions have had their reflection in the development of the 
national liberation movements in the colonial countries following the war. 
There has been an enormous growth and extension of the national libera-· 
ti on movements. The demand on all sides is no longer for partial reforms, 
but for complete independence. The widest masses have been drawn into 
the movement. At the same time a process of differentiation has been 
visible in the national movements. On the one hand, the colonial working 
class has come more and more to the forefront, with developed political 
a~d industrial organisation, mass strikes and extending organisation 
: . 
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among the peasantry. The Communist Parties in all the more developed 
colonial countries today play a leading political role, and are in the fore-
front in building up a united national front. On the other hand, sections 
of the colonial bourgeoisie, the traders and industrialists, and those of 
the landlords who have adhered to the national movement, fearful of 
the advance of mass struggle and its menace to their own privileges as 
exploiters, and conscious of their economic weakness · and dependence 
on the bigger imperialist monopolists, tend to shrink back and retreat 
from the aims of unqualified independence, and seek to find some path 
of compromise with imperialism in a common front against the masses 
of their own people. ln1perialist policy seeks to take advantage of this 
differentiation in the national movement, holds out a hand to the colonial 
bourgeoisie, and thus seeks to disrupt and defeat the national liberation 
movements and concentrate the attack against the Communist Parties. 
From this arise the complicated manreuvres and constitutional plans and 
negotiations of the present period, which are falsely presented as a policy 
of colonial emancipation. 
This crisis of the Empire is centred today in the heart of the Empire, 
in Britain. The traditional economic, social and political structure in 
Britain has been built up on the world monopoly which British capitalism 
was able to establish in the nineteenth century, the domination and 
exploitation of one quarter of the world, and the drawing of overseas 
tribute. By the eve of the war one half of Britain's imports were no 
longer paid for by exports of goods. This system led to neglect of 
development of Britain's basic industries, which lost their former primacy 
to newer capitalist rivals, especially Germany and the United States. The 
whole structure was already weakening and leading to conditions of· 
chronic crisis in the years before the war. British capitalism was· 
declining in the world market, compelled to introduce a closed system of 
tariffs and Empire preference to maintain its grip of Empire markets~ 
and a deficit in the balance of payments had begun to appear. The effects 
of the war have brought this serious economic situation to a menace of 
catastrophe which is now universally recognised. Britain has lost half its 
overseas investments, is no longer able to export capital, and is no longer 
a creditor, but a debtor country. The deficit on the balance of payments 
runs into colossal figures and is .only temporarily concealed by the 
American and Canadian loans. The desperate effort under these con-
ditions to maintain imperialist domination and strategic influence ·over 
one quarter of the world is overstraining British manpower and resources 
and crippling reconstruction at home . 
Thus the crisis of Britain's economic and political life parallels the 
crisis of the colonial countries. The root cause lies in similar grounds for 
both, despite the difference of conditions; in the imperialist relationship, 
which not only crushes and strangles the life of the colonial peoples, but 
has also distorted Britain's development and is dragging Britain down. 
The solution also lies along common grounds.: to end the relations of 
imperialist domination and exploitation and ~o forward along the path of 
social and economic reconstruction as free and equal peoples. 
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IV. THE FIGHT FOR PEACE 
We, who are gathered here in this Conference, represent progressive 
sections of opinion in all the Empire countries, alike m Britain, the 
Dominions and the Colonies, who are concerned to grapple with 
the causes of the difficult and dangerous problems now confronting all 
the peoples of the Empire and to clear the path for their solution. 
A sharp choice presents itself in varying forms before all the peoples 
of the Empire in the present world situation. 
Shall the peoples of the Empi!e be ranged with the progressive and 
democratic peoples of the world, on the basis of freedom and equality 
of all the nations of the present Empire, uniting with other free peoples 
to maintain peace against the champion of reaction and planners of a 
new world war? 
Or is the present official imperialist policy to be continued which, 
under the control of the Governments of Britain and the Dominions, 
seeks to maintain Empire domination against the resistance of the colonial 
peoples, ranges the Empire in · a reactionary bloc with American 
imperialism against the progressive democratic forces of the world, and 
seeks to win allies for these aims among the upper class sections m the 
colonial countries. 
This basic choice has two main aspects, which are closely bound up 
together in practice. · · 
Externally, it is expressed in the fight for peace against the reactionary 
foreign policy which is at present pursued by the ruling Governments of 
the Empire. 
Internally, it is expressed m the fight for national freedom and demo-
cracy, which is the essential condition for finally ending the · causes of 
reactionary imperialist foreign policy. 
The present policy of British imperialism is characterised by its alliance 
with American imperialism, despite a conflict of interests in many spheres. 
American imperialism is advancing and expanding. British 
imperialism is declining -and thrown on the defensive, though also not 
without aggressive aims. But while the United States holds economic 
and strategic superiority, Britain holds the largest colonial empire over 
one quarter of the world. It is well known that the aims of American 
expansion extend to absorption of the British Empire as the richest prize. 
Already in 1940 the President of the National Industrial Conference Board 
of the U.S.A., Virgil Jordan,- held out the prospect of the United States 
becoming ~' the heir and residuary legatee '' of the British Empire after 
the war, and of Britain being so ''crippled'' by the outcome of the war 
that: 
'' At best, England will become a junior partner in a new Anglo-
Saxon imperialism, m which the economic resources and the military 
and naval strength of the United States will be the centre of 
gravity. . . . The sceptre passes to the United States." 
The British imperialists are well aware of the menace of American . 
designs to their interests. But they know that they can only hope 
to maintain the Empire strategically by the aid of the United States~ even 
though they know equally. that the price of that aid means the continuous 
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cession of the Empire to penetration and domination by the United States. 
This dilemma found characteristic expression in Churchill's statement to 
Roosevelt at the time of the Atlantic Charter meeting, as reported by 
Elliott Roosevelt : 
''Mr. President, I believe you are trying to do away with the 
British Empire. Every idea you entertain about the structure of the 
post-war world demonstrates it. . . . But in spite of that we know 
that you constitute our only hope, and you know that we know it. 
You know that we know that without America the Empire won't 
stand." · 
This dilemma the British imperialists endeavour to solve by accepting 
the position of junior partnership with the United States. This diplomatic~ 
strategic partnership is expressed in the Anglo-American Arms Agreement, 
the joint diplomatic actions in Europe and co-operation of Bevin and 
the American representatives in the United Nations, and the demarcation 
of spheres of interest, as iii Britain's surrender of China and the Far East 
to American influence and penetration, with British concentration on 
South-East Asia. 
But this partnership is accompanied by a sharp conflict of interests, which 
is especially visible in the economic sphere. The United States conducts 
a vigorous offensive against British imperial preference and the sterling 
bloc, in order to break the British monopoly advantages in empire and 
dependent markets; seeks to win over the Dominions to its orbit; and 
presses forward its penetration in India and the British colonial sphere. 
Intrigues and counter-intrigues develop, especially in the Middle East 
and South America. 
The common interests of British and American ruling circles are the 
commoh interests of imperialism. They maintain a common front for 
I 
the protection of their irnperialist interests against the advancing tide of 
the progressive and democratic forces of the world. But within this 
common front American imperialism presses ever more sharply against 
British. The co-operation conceals conflict. .. 
American big business seeks to preserve and protect the British Empire 
and all the old colonial empires, only to extend its domination and 
penetration within these empires. American policy seeks to use British 
manpower to police the subject colonial countries~ while itself drawing 
the economic plums with a minimum of risk and cost. 
There is increasing dissatisfaction, not only in British popular and 
democratic opinion, but also within the ruling class, against the tightening 
dependence of Britain on the United States and the sacrifice of British 
interests. What, then, compels the dependence? The compelling factor 
in the eyes of ruling circles, is the necessity to maintain Britain4ts 
domination of the empire and imperialist interests, which can only be 
maintained with American aid. 
The key to the present reactionary foreign policy pursued by Britain 
since the war, which has startled and bewildered so many supporters of 
the Labour Government, is to be found in the cen.tral objective of that 
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policy: the aim to maintain the Empire, to maintain the world strategic 
and economic interests of British imperialism. 
This aim runs as a guiding thread through every phase of Britain•3 
foreign policy. The reactionary policy in relation to Franco-Spain or 
in Greece is no separate manifestation apart from this Empire aim. In 
both cases the policy pursued is seen as vital for the protection of the 
main line of Empire communications. Therefore the effort is made either 
to bolster up Franco or io replace him by a safe reactionary monarchist 
regime. Therefore Greece is occupied with troops and turned into 
a colony under a dependent fascist-monarchist regime. Therefore Cyprus 
is held in open defiance of the wishes of its inhabitants. 
Similarly in the Middle East the discussion on Palestine has abun-
dantly revealed that the real concern is neither with Jews nor with Arabs, 
but with maintaining Palestine as a British strategic base and controlling 
the outlet of the oil pipe line. British troops occupy Iraq and from that 
base seek to overawe and control the Iran Government in the interests 
of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company. 
Most clear and unmistakable are the strategic moves and preparation~ 
in India. The Indian States armies under the Princes, or British puppets, 
are being built up and strengthened. New naval ports are planned in 
States territory. Extended air forces are being built up with bases in 
States territory, and strategic co-ordination established with the R.A.F. 
It is significant that at the Empire Staffs Conference at Camberley in th~ 
beginning of March, 1946, a fortnight before the Cabinet Mission left 
for India, the political report which was placed before the conference 
outlining Cabinet policy, details of which leaked out into the press, 
stated that: 
1. The British Government '' intends to move in India towards a 
kind of independence of Egypt-Transjordania variety''; 
2. Offers will be made to ''important Indian elements'' of permanent 
· British assistance against the possibility of unrest; 
3. Britain ''might be prepared to spend a good deal of money in 
India '' with '' a good profit for certain Indian firms '' provided 
that ''INDIA WERE PREPARED TO BE TURNED INTO A 
FULL-SCALE BRITISH IMPERIAL BASE OF OPERATIONS 
ON THE SOUTHERN BORDERS OF THE U.S.S.R." 
It is worth noting that it was the publication of these and other military 
documents, whose authenticity has not been denied, that was made the 
grounds for the police offensive against the Communist Party of India. 
We may say that, in exposing these plans, the Indian Communist Party 
performed a service, not only to the Indian people, but to all the peoples. 
of the Empire. 
These strategic plans are bound up with the reactionary anti-Soviet 
line pursued in certain diplomatic and military quarters. This is. 
notorious in the Middle East, where the powerful concentration of troops. 
is widely recognised as not merely concerned with countering local unrest 
but with building up the countries of the Middle East as a reactionary 
base against the Soviet Union. Similarly in Northern India, the detach-
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ment of the Gilgit area of Kashmir, bordering on the Soviet Union, and 
its development as a special British military area, illustrates the same 
general line which is reinforced with wholesale anti-Soviet propaganda 
let loose throughout India. Right wil'lg politicians in India openly speak 
of offering India to Britain as a strategic anti-Soviet base, in return for 
political concessions to themselves. We may note the instructions sent 
from the British Air Ministry in London to the Air Command in India 
in June, 1946 (published again thanks to the vigilance of the Indian 
Communist Party), which gave orders for preparations to .be made for 
the accommodation and operation in India, at two months' notice, of a 
Strategic Air Reserve, comprising 11 squadrons by the end of 1946, and 
by July, 1950, to comprise 18 squadrons, composed of: 
6 Long Range Bomber Squadrons 
3 Light Bomber Squadrons 
3 Long Range Fighter Squadrons 
5 Ground Attack Fighter Squadrons 
1 Single-Engined Squadron. 
It may well be asked why a British Labour Government should be 
so interested in ensuring the operation from India of six long-range 
bomber squadrons in 1950. 
The people of Britain, of the Dominions, of India and the colonial 
countries can only view with the gravest concern these reactionary 
military measures and strategic preparations, which it is our vital interest 
to combat and bring to an end. 
What are the consequences of this reactionary foreign policy? 
For the people of Britain it means a deadly strain on their resources; 
delayed demobilisation, and the waste of one-tenth of the nation's man-
power for war purposes; colossal unproductive overseas expenditure, 
resulting in a crushing deficit on the ·balance of payments; increasing 
financial dependence on America; the crippling of home, social and 
economic reconstruction; and the eventual threat of war, in which Britain 
would be the main victim. 
For the Dominions peoples it means that, in place of developing as 
progressive communities, they are tied to all that is declining and rotten 
in the old world, with consequent burdens and militarist development 
for their own countries. 
For the people of India and the peoples of the colonial countries, it · 
means that they are thwarted of their aims of independence, and under 
cover of hypocritical constitutional plans, are turned into imperialist 
strategic bases for eventual war. 
It is the common interest of all the peoples of the Empire, of Britain, 
the Dominions, India and the colonial countries to combat this 
reactionary foreign policy and fight for a policy for peace. Such a policy 
for ·peace requires: 
Abandonment of the Anglo-American bloc, and substitution 0f 
Three-Power Partnership on the lines of Teheran, Crimea and 
Potsdam; 
Fulfilment of the British-Soviet Treaty and close co-operation with 
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the Soviet Union and progressive democratic nations for all pro-
gressive aims of disarmament, democratic advance and international 
• co-operation; 
Withdrawal of troops from all except ex-enemy countries, in 
accordance with the peace settlement; 
Abandonment of policies of imperialist domination and accept-
ance of the principles of democratic self-determination; 
International economic co-operation. 
At the heart of all these questions stands the issue of democratic 
advance and· self-determination for the . peoples of the Empire. 
V. THE FIGHT FOR NATIONAL FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY 
The cardinal principle of Commt1nist policy in the colonial question 
is the recognition of the democratic right of self-determination for all 
peoples. 
We repudiate all racial theories which seek to separate mankind into 
'~ higher '' and '' lower '' races, into those peoples born to rule, and those 
born to be ruled. These are the universally condemned theories of 
fascism. But fascism in this respect is only the final, most outspoken and 
brutal expression of the implicit theories of imperialism. It is only neces-
sary to examine the colour-bar principles of an American Southern 
Democrat like Byrnes, or a British imperialist like Smuts, to see how 
narrow is the dividing line. · 
The example of the Soviet Union, especially in relation to the Central 
Asian peoples, originally at a very primitive stage of development, anJ 
oppressed under Tsarism, has shown that it is not necessary for back-
ward peoples to go through all the stages of education, literacy, cultural 
and economic development before they can exercise the rights of national 
sovereignty and democracy. The experience of the Indonesian Republic 
and Viet-Nam has further demonstrated the capacity of peoples, who 
were traditionally regarded as far from ''ripe for self-government'' (in 
the cant imperialist phrase), to leap forward at a bound and establish 
and maintain their own institutions, if only they are given a chance 
t0 do so. 
The application of the principle of self-determination needs to be judg~d 
according to the concrete situation within each country and 
internationally. 
We need to be on guard against the familiar technique of imperialism 
which, in face of the rising demand of the colonial peoples for national 
freedom, seeks to divide the national movements and win over a section 
of the leadership by concessions that leave unchanged the essentials of 
imperialist domination and control. In certain cases in the . modern 
period these concessions have taken the form of granting a spurious and 
controlled '' independence '' which is in reality a veiled dependence. 
Examples of this have been afforded in Egypt since 1922, in Iraq, in 
Transjordania and in the Philippines. 
The essential character of this technique is that under a formal cover 
o.f so-called ''independence,'' decisive political and economic control is 
16 
held in imperialist hands, military occupation, holding of bases or rights 
of intervention are maintained, and a constitutional structure is imposed 
which ensures the placing of administrative responsibility in the hands 
of sections prepared to co-operate with the ruling imperialism. 
The peoples of India, Egypt, Burma and other countries, who are 
demanding real independence will not be satisfied with shams. Their 
struggle will go forward. Their demand is justified in the eyes of 
democratic opinion of the entire world. It is not in the interests 
of the British people to deny them independence or to seek 
to continue the methods of military occupation and coercion. 
On the contrary, their independence will benefit Britain and all countries, 
both by the accession of strength to the democratic forces of the world, 
and by the programme of economic reconstruction and development 
which they will put in hand and which will call for the co-operation of 
all advanced countries. 
Accordingly, we demand as an immediate step the unq·ualified recogni-
tion of independence of INDIA, BURMA and CEYLON-countries witP. 
developed popular movements and national consciousness, where the 
issue of independence has reached burnin·g urgency today. Similarly we 
demand the evacuation and independence of the Arabian countries held 
t1nder indirect control, EGYPT, IRAQ and TRANSJORDANIA, as well 
as the abrogation of the mandate and evacuation and independence of 
PALESTINE. We demand the recognition of the right of self-determina-
tion of CYPRUS to have freedom in accordance with the wishes of its 
people to unite with Greece. 
The recognition of independence requires more than the confer1nent 
of a juridical status. It requires a real handing over of power. The test 
of effective independence is the withdra1wal of troo·ps; the renunciation 
of bases or special strategic rights; and the renunciation of special 
economic privileges. . · 
What is the alternative to such a policy? The alternative means the 
prospect of intensified armed conflict, in which British soldiers will be 
called upon to shoot down the patriots and national defenders of their 
countries in the vain endeavour to crush the rising national revolt. There 
is no time to be lost in preventing such an outcome. 
On the other hand, the establishment of independence opens a prospect 
of friendly relations of mutual benefit between . the British peo1ple and 
the liberated colonial peoples. The vast programmes of national develop-
ment and economic reconstruction on which the liberated colonial 
peoples will enter, offer a great scope for the part which British industry 
can play. British manpower will be released from the present intolerable 
strain caused by the far-flung .Empire commitments beyond the strength 
of this country. The co-operation of the free democratic· peoples in the 
United N,ations will enormously strengthen the stru·ggle to maintain 
peace and counter all reactionary imperialist policies and war designs. 
What is the next step forward for the remaining countries in the British 
Empire, the colonies of East and West Africa, the West Indjes, Malaya and 
others, where the popular movement and national conscio·usness is not 
as yet as powerf.ully developed as in the countries previously named? 
Here the young and newly ·arisen popular movements have to struggle 
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against heavy disabilities and denial of elementary rights which ·weigh 
down the peoples. The essential immediate step forward must 1be the 
establishment o.~ full democratic and civil rights so as to facilitate the 
advance of popular organisation as the basis of advance to full freedom. 
We demand the ending of all forms of discrimination based upon 
colour or race, and the repeal of all laws and ordinances directed against 
freed om of speech, movement or organisation. 
We should fight .for the esta·blishment of a CHARTER OF 
DEMOCRA 'IlIC RIGHTS in all colonial countries, which should cover: 
1. FREED10 ·M OF s.PBE1CH, MOVEMENT, PRESS AND 
OR1GANISATIO·N; 
2. COMPULSORY FREE EDUCATION; 
3. A MINIMU1M LEVEL OF SOCIAL SERVICES; 
4. A MINIMU;M LEVEL OF LABOUR LEGISLATION; 
5. POPULAR LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLIES BASED ON 
UN1IVERSAL S1UFFRAGE. 
At the same time the effectiveness of such democratic rights depends 
on measures taken to curb the power of the monopolies in these countries 
and to assist the independent economic development of the peoples. 
This is the path· forward to·wards the final achievement of the aim of 
self-determination for all the peoples of the em·pire, and the replacement 
of the relations o.f imperialist domination by the relationship of free 
peoples. 
TRUSTEESHIP 
A word must be added on the special question of Trusteeship under 
the United Nations. 
The International Trusteeship system proposed under the United 
Nations Charter represents a big step forward in contrast to the League 
·of Nations policy regarding the colonies. The old Mandate system only 
recognised permanent tutelage and no goal of independence in respect 
of the main body of B and C mandates. The Trusteeship articles of the 
Charter lays down the objective of ''progressive develop·ment towards 
self-government or independence as may be appropriate to the particular 
circumstances of each territory and its peoples and the freely expressed 
wishes of the peoples concerned." This compromise formula falls short 
of the explicit goal of independence proposed by the Soviet draft, but 
represents a measure of recognition of the aim of democratic self-
determination. Similarly, the Charter lays down that the Trusteeship 
Council shall include, not only Colonial Powers, but also the Soviet 
Union and China. 
The practical experience of the initial negotiations in New York have 
shown the uphill fight which has had ito be waged by democratic 
representatives a·gainst the tenacious resistance of the main imperialist 
powers to make these cla1uses effective. 
That fight has not yet been won. Britain and other colonial powers 
endeavour to keep in their own hands final decision as to the character of 
trusteeship agreements to 1be drawn up. South Africa has coolly 
demanded to· incorporate South-West Africa, previously held under 
mandate, in its own territory; and when this demand was rejected by the 
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Trusteeship Committee of the United Nations, Smuts has declared his 
intention to snap his fin·gers at the United Nations. 
The fierce· resistance of the colonial Powers to the effective operation 
of the Trusteeship cla;uses of the Charter (in striking contrast to their 
smooth acceptance previously of the hypocritical mandate clauses of the 
League of Nations) reveals the practical value of these clauses as a lever 
for mobilising the democratic fight in the international field on behalf of 
the colonial peoples. . 
We need accordin·gly to direct our campaign : 
to press for the effective fulfilment and strengthening of the 
Trusteeship clauses of the United N·ations Charter; 
tp com1bat the attempts of the United States, South Africa and 
Britain to evade or repudiate their international trusteeship 
obligations; 
to demand the extension of the trusteeship system to ex-enem) 
colonies and other colonial territories where such application 
m·ay assist the struggle of the peoples concerned; 
to demand the drawing up and supervision of trusteeship agree-
ments 1 terms explicitly providing .for rapid and controlled 
advance to self-determination; 
to ensure the representative character of the Trusteeship Council 
and the strengthenin·g of its power. 
VI. COLONIBS AND INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC 
CO-OPERATION 
The liberation of the colonial peoples can only become effective to the 
extent that the domination of their econo·mic resources and conditions of 
life 1by the great imperialist monopolies is ended, and they are enabled 
to enter on the path of independent economic development for the rais-
in·g of their level of production and standard of living. 
This is not only the vital interests of the colonial peoples, but also 
of all ·peoples .for ·world economic development and prosperity. 
The extreme and desperate p,overty of all colonial peoples is not due 
to any natural poverty of resources of their countries. On the contrary, 
the colonial countries are richly end.owed with natural resources; other-
wise the imp·erialist plunderers would not have been so interested to 
conquer and despoil them. 
The capitalist world is dependent on the colonial world for a large 
prop1ortion of its supplies for modern industry; not only for a wide 
range of agricultural products and raw materials, but also for many of 
the most indispensable minerals for modern industry. It is only necessary 
to bear in mind the significance of the colonial countries for ·the world 
supplies of tin, rubber, oil, cotton, jute, copper, chromium~ manganese, 
bauxite, mica and a host of other products. And this. is to take into 
account only some of the resources already tapped and to leave out 
of account the vast untouched and undeveloped resources. 
India possesses coal reserves estimated at 36,000. million tons, and 
iron ore deposits estimated at 3,000 million tons. This latter compares 
with a .figure of· 2,254 million for Britain or 1,370 million for Germany. 
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But the production in India is only a tiny fraction of that in Britain or 
Germany. _ 
India possesses potential water power resources estimated at 27 million 
horse-power, or more than three times the total of France, Germany 
and Switzerland combined. But only 3 per cent is developed, as against 
37 per cent in France, 55 per cent in Germany or 72 per cent in 
Switzerl1nd. Africa possesses potential water power resources estimated 
at 274 million h·orse-power, or nearly eight times as much as the United 
States, but only 011e third of one per cent is developed. 
The potential resources of coal, iron, oil or water-power in a wide 
series of colonial countries could ensure a high level of industrial 
development to equal and even surpass many at present advanced 
industrial countries. 
But the essence of the colonial system is that it restricts and strangles 
economic development. The colonial system hinders and impedes the 
development of industry, and concentrates. on the most rapid plundering 
of the most easily avaiiable natural resources, which are withdrawn 
from the c·ountry without being used to assist its productive developn1ent. 
The result is extreme impoverishment of the coloni1l peoples. Technique 
is primitive, and at the same time there are no resources available for 
raising the productive level. 
This impoverishment ·not only drags down the colonial peoples, 
condemning them to semi-starvation conditions, disease and .early death. 
It also dr1gs down world standards. It deprives the world of the benefit 
of the high productivity of which the colonial countries would . be 
capable. Despite the tenacious monopolist hold of restricted colonial 
markets, the final effect of impoverishment of colonial p·eoples means 
that the industries of the advanced capitalist countries find themselves 
deprived of n1arkets. 
It is thus the most urgent practical interest of the British people and 
the peoples of the advanced industrial countries to assist the _rapid 
economic and productive development of the colonial peoples. 
The liberated colonial countries will find themselves faced with the 
necessity to enter on gigantic p-rogrammes of planned national recon-
struction which will require all possible aid from the advanced countries. 
It has been estimated in the Report on ''International Econ·omic 
Development," published by the International Labour Office in 1944, 
that China requires capital goods over ten years, representing a value of 
£2,700 million and that India requires c1pital goods over ten years, 
representing a value of £1,500 million. 
In fulfilling these programmes, the liberated colonial peoples will 
require the most extensive supplies of engineering machinery and other 
products which British industry is well equipped to supply. Thus there 
is a most practical common interest of the British and colonial peoples 
to unite for the fight for colonial liberation, and to promote schemes 
for mutal economic aid and co-op·eration for their own benefit, for 
raising world standards of living and for checking the menace of a 
world slump. 
In all those colonial countries which are still held under British 
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controi It Is essentlai to take steps to curb the power and restrictive 
policies of the monopoly concerns and foreign vested interests, to aid 
and encourage the peoples to develop their own economies and build 
up their own industries, to provide credits and technical aid for this 
purpose, to promote agricultural development and combat crop pests 
and soil erosion and to assist co-operative farming and marketing. 
The British Labour Movement has special responsibility to promote 
these policies and assist development of the colonial working people. 
The British Trade Unions need to take active steps to assist in every 
way tbe development of Trade Union organisation in the ~olonial 
countries, to pirotect the rights of organisation and to press for labour 
legislation, and to interest themselves in the wages and conditions of the 
colonial workers. Similarly, · the British Co-operative Movement, in place 
of concentrating its interests on the maintenance of plantations and 
exploitation o~ lines similar to the existing monopolies, could play a 
great part in assisting co-operative productive developments and marketing 
by the peasants and pToducers themselves in the colonial countries. 
The present attitude of the colonial peoples to Britain is the natural 
result of centuries ·of oppression and exploitation by the ruling class of 
Britain. But there is no antagonism between the interests of British 
working people and the interests of. the colonial peoples. On the contrary, 
it is to our mutual interest to develop such close and friendly relations 
that progress in Britain goes hand in hand with the political, economic 
and social advance of the colonial peoples. We are fighting in Britain 
for such changes in the policy and personnel of the Government as will 
guarantee a change from the present imperialist exploitation of the 
colonial peoples and lead to ~ real friendship between free and equal 
peoples. On such a basis, the continued association of the British people 
with the peoples now in the British Empire, if they desire it, can be to 
our mutual benefit. This continued association, with the mutual advantages 
it will bring in developing trade, in joint defence of p,eace and security 
on a democratic basis throughout the world, and in scientific and cultural 
exchanges, will be all the more likely to be welcomed to the extent that 
the British working class now fights for real freedom for the colonial 
peoples and helps them to build up their countries in the immediate 
future. That is the policy for which the Communist Party fights, and 
strives to win the British Labour M·ovement to support it. 
VII. THE LABOUR GOVERNMENT AND THE EMPIRE 
The programme which we here put forward -is one which represents 
the common interests of the British people, the people of the Dominions 
and the colonial peoples. 
The interests of the British big business monopolist~ and imperialists 
are irrec·oncilably opposed to the interests of the colonial peoples. But 
the ·interests of the masses of the British people are not opposed to the 
interests of the colonial peoples. The burden of empire falls in reality 
on both, and it is the interest of both sides to throw off that burden. 
The organised working class movement o~ this country has in broad 
general principle understood its community of interests with the struggle 
21 
of the colonial peoples. The trade unions of this country have sent 
delegations to colonial countries and have p·ublished rep.orts exposing 
colonial conditions. Both the Trades Union Congress and the Labour 
Party Conference have passed resolutions in support of Indian independ-
ence. Despite the deluge of imperialist propaganda, the general 
sympathies and instinctive outlook of the main body of the Labour 
movement in this country are profoundly anti-imperialist. 
Yet when a Government is n·ow for the first time established which 
rests on the majority support of the organised Labour movement, the 
policy of this Government in relation to the Empire is one which is 
arousing the deepest concern of every democrat, socialist and opponent 
of imperialism. 
The defeat of Toryism at the general election a year and a half ago 
represented a great political landmark for Britain. The people decisively 
rejected the party of monopoly capital and imperialism which had so 
long ruled Britain. It is therefore not surprising that hopes were widely 
aroused, not only in Britain but in all the colonial countries, that the 
return of a Labour Government wol1ld mean a decisive change in policy 
in relation to the Empire. 
These hopes have been disappointed. There is a widespread and growing 
disillusionment ·among colonial peoples. Delegates here from all parts 
of the Empire will be able to give expression to popular opinion from 
their countries. It is important that opinion in Britain should be made 
aware of these views. 
Here in Britain there has been an extensive campaign to present the 
Government's policy as representing a decisive break with imperialism. 
The offers of conditional independence to India and Burma, the negotia-
tions for evacuation from Egypt, the new constitutions granted or 
proposed for Ceylon, Malta, Cyprus, Nigeria or other colonies, and the 
development schemes under the Colonial Development and Welfare Act 
of 1940, are presented as proof of this change. These new measures and 
concessions are undoubtedly an important reflection of the deepening 
crisis of the old Empire, and of the inevitable changes which are pre-
paring. But the contributions of delegates to our Conference from the 
countries concerned will reveal the very considerable limitations to those 
offers and reforms, which are seen as far from constituting real liberation, 
and which, often under elaborate constitutional forms, still maintain the 
essence of imperialist military and economic domination. 
Despite all the talk of withdrawal from the Empire, the number of 
British troops in Empire countries today is very much greater than in 1939. 
The problem of the present colonial policy of the Labour Government, 
and the steps which need to be taken to change it, is at the heart of the 
problems before our Conference. This policy is in danger of creating a 
barrier of distrust between the British people and the colonial peo·ples. 
It is our urgent responsibility in this country to change it. 
There are today three Labour Governments in Britain and the 
Dominions-the British, Australian and New Zealand Labour Govern-
ments. We cannot be satisfied that these three Labour Governments 
should pursue an imperialist poJjcy and form partf of the bloc of Anglo-
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• American reaction in the United Nations. In all those three countries 
the Labour movement should exercise its influence to see that those 
three Labour governments concert their action as a group in association 
with the progressive democratic countries of the world for a policy 
of peace and democratic co-operation, and for advancing colonial 
liberation and international social and econ·omic co-operation. 
It must be remembered that there have always been two main trends 
of policy in the Labour movement of Britain in relation to the Empire. 
The main trend of the militant working class movement from Chartism 
to the present day has always been anti-imperialist. But there has always 
been also a powerful and influential upper section of the leadership 
which has supported the Empire. Marx showed in the nineteenth century 
how the old Lib-Lab or reformist policy was rooted in support of 
Britain's world monopoly. This was carried forward in the imperialist 
epoch ·of Fabianism-or Fabian Imperialism, as it used to be universally 
called in the Labour movement, when its open supp·ort of jingo imperial-
ism in the Boer War aroused general indignation. Today this same 
trend is represented by the role of Social Democracy in the Labour 
movement. The present difficulties arise from the fact that, while the 
electoral v·ote of June, 1945 decisively rejected Tory imperialism and 
returned Labour as the alternative, the resulting Government is based 
on the extreme right-wing leadership of the Labour Party, or Social 
Democracy, which is bound up with imperialism. 
Social Democracy presents the theory of a beneficent and progressive 
imperialism guiding the colonial peoples to self-government and 
prosperity. Social Democracy puts forward the argument that the 
larger units of great empires are economically more efficient, and that 
the idea of sovereign national independence is obsolete and reactionary 
-much the same argument as Hitler used for his ''New Europe." 
Social Democracy argues that liberation w·ould only mean handing over 
the colonial peoples to the merciless exploitation of their native 
capitalists and landlords-as if imperialism were not already the heaviest 
exploiter of the colonial peoples, and the support of imperialism the 
main prop of the local reactionary p-rinces, chieftains, landlords and 
capitalists. Social Democracy sometimes argues, as in Mr. Bevin's 
speeches, that the Empire is essential to maintain the higher standard 
of living of the British people although in reality today the burden 
of Empire commitments is crippling British reconstruction, and the path 
to higher standards for the British people lies through c·o-operation with 
the liberated colonial peoples and not through exploitation. 
We need to exp·ose and combat these false arguments of Social 
Democracy in support of Empire. We need to awaken opinion in the 
Labour movement to the true character and consequences of the present 
colonial policy of the Labour Government and the necessity to ch(\Ilge 
that policy. 
There is a different trend in the Labour movement from that of 
Social Democracy in relation to the Empire, which represents the true 
traditions of the British working class. That trend was already expressed 
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by Chartism a hundred years ago when the address of the Fraternal 
Democrats declared: 
'' There is no foot of land, either in Britain or the Colonies, that 
you, the working class, can call your own. They, your masters, will 
take the land; they will fill all the higher situations, civil and military, 
of the new colonies; your share will be the slaughter of the combat 
and the cost of winning and retaining the conquest. 
''The actual settlers and cultivators of the sojl, these are the 
rightful sovereigns ·of the soil, and sho~ld be at perfect liberty to 
choose their own form of government and their own institutions.'' 
(Northern Star, March 7, 1846). 
That is the true tradition of the British Labour movement, carried 
forward by all the best fighters and leaders of the British working class. 
That is the tradition carried forward today by the Communist Party 
and all militant sections of the Labour movement. That is the tradition 
represented by the great progressive trade unions which have taken 
their stand on the side of the colonial workers and peoples. · That 
alternative policy, which corresponds to the true interests of the British 
people, finds expression in the World Trade Union Federation, with the 
equal participation of the British Trades Union Congress and the colonial 
trade union movement, on the basis of international working class 
solidarity. 
We in Britain have a special responsibility to fight for the necessary 
change of policy which shall clear out support of imperialism from the 
Labour movement, range the British Labour movement in unity _with 
the colonial peoples .and compel the Labour Government to adopt a 
programme of colonial liberation and co-operation with the colonial 
people.s. 
VIIl. THE ROLE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTIES OF THE 
EMPIRE COUN'I'RIES 
Our Conference is a conference of Communist Parties of the countries 
of the British Empire. 
The Communist Parties of the E.mpire countries represent the van-
guard of the fight for a progressive policy, for the ending of imperialist 
domination and exploitation, for peace and co-operation, and for the 
advance to Socialism. 
The Communist Parties of the Empire countries alone represent a 
common policy which can unite all the peoples of the Empire, not on 
the basis of imperialism, but in a common struggle for the aims of 
political and social liberation. 
We of the Communist Party in Britain, recognise that we hold the 
greatest responsibility here in Britain, as the Party in the ruling centre 
of the Empire, to combat the vicious and harmful policies of imperialism, 
to dissipate the illusions which are spread by imperialist propaganda, 
and to build up unity with the colonial peoples in the fight for a policy 
based on the principles of national self-determination, peace and 
democratic co-operation. 
We greet the Communist Parties of the Dominions, which, with their 
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growing influence in the Labour and democratic movements of their 
countries, are fighting to win the Dominions away from the present 
collaboration with imperialist. reaction and the Anglo-American bloc 
to partnership with the progressive forces in Britain and the colonial 
countries and the world for the victory of the same aims of peace and 
dem·ocracy and equal co-operation of the peoples. 
We . greet the Communist Party of India, which is today already 
numerically the greatest of the Communist Parties of the Empire countries, 
and whose political record and achievement guarantees the glorious 
future which is before it. We p·ay our tribute to the South African 
Communist Party which is taday in the front firing line and is upholding 
the finest traditions of Communism in its magnificent and indomitable 
fight for the rights and interests of all the oppressed peoples and workers 
under Smuts' bloodstained regime and for a future of freedom and 
prosperity for all the peoples of South Africa. 
We greet all the Communist Parties of the colonial countries of the 
Empire, which are fighting for the freedom of their countries, which 
are building up the working class movement and trade union and 
peasant organisations, and striving in the forefront for the unity of the 
national front for the victory of national liberation. 
It is not the purpose of our Conference to establish new special forms 
of organisation. But we know that the foremost role in building up 
the solidarity of the peoples of the Empire countries in their common 
struggle must be borne by the working class movement in all Empire 
countries, ~qually in Britain, the Dominions and the colonial countries. 
And we know that the Communist Parties have the decisive respon-
sibility to spread understanding of this unity of the struggle of the 
peoples in the Empire countries and to promote the closest contact and 
co-operation. · 
We are confident that the outcome of our Conference will strengthen 
practical co-opera ti on between the working class movement and the 
peoples of the Empire countries in the struggle for our common aims, 
against imperialism and reaction, for liberation and democratic advance, 
for peace and for social progress, preparing tl1e way towards the world 
victory of Socialism and the brotherhood of nations. 
REPLY TO DISCUS-SION 
By R. Palme Dutt 
O UR discussion from representatives from all p·arts of the Empire has covered a wide range. This range of contributions has thrown 
a light on our problems in a way that no single report could do; 
has brought out new angles of approach, new ideas and questions that 
demand consideration. 
The discussion has shown that there is among us a basic agreement 
on our main common aims. The aims of fighting for peace against the 
dangerous policies and strategic war-making plans of Anglo-American 
reaction represent a common interest of all the peoples of tile Empire. 
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The aims of national freedom and democracy and the realisation of the 
principle of self-determination are common aims. So are the aims of 
economic co-operation between the peoples of the Empire in such a way 
that the advanced industrial nations can assist to hasten the economic and 
industrial development ·of those nations whose economy is at present 
backward. And finally the duties and responsibilities of the Labour 
movement and the Communist Parties in all countries of the Empire 
are recognised by all of us. 
But the discussion has brought out many new problems and issues of 
controversy to which we need to give consideration in order to endeavot1r 
to reach clearness and an agreed approach. 
First, in rega.rd to the features of the present world situation. All 
contributions from every country have brought out the importance of the 
present role of American imperialism-that the United States represents 
the strongest openly aggressive and exp·anding imperialism today. This 
is a very important ne·w feature of the world situation which vitally 
affects the struggle for peace and freedom in all the Empire countries. 
The B.B.C. in its report of our conference yesterday called attention 
to the strong note of criticism sounded against American imperialism. 
Does this mean that we have abandoned the struggle against British 
imperialism in order to fight American imp·erialism? What we have 
made clear in our conference is that there exists at present an Anglo-
American :bloc of reactionary forces in both countries which are hinder-
ing the democratic advance of the peoples and preparing the way for a 
new world war. It is against this Anglo-American bloc of reaction that 
a fight is jointly waged by the progressive peoples, including all the pro-
gressive forces in the United States. In this fight the peoples of Britain 
ti.nd the Empire countries have a specially important part to play. 
A further question: There was in one of the contributions a reference 
made to the colonial policy of France and the French Government, and 
a parallel drawn between the British Labour Government and the colonies, 
and France and the French colonies. 
I believe it is extremely dangerous if we were to draw parallels of this 
nature, because the European situation is entirely different in character 
from the political situation in this country. In Europe, in those countries 
where there have been tremendous liberation movements, the discredit-
ing of the bourgeoisie by its association with fascism, with new forms of 
popular government and far-reaching constitutional changes and the 
like, you have a situation which is basically different from the position 
in this country. 
It is not for us here to consider what we would do if we were in 
France but I would say this: That in France, where you have .an 
extremely precarious political situation, where y,ou have a conflict going 
on between the democratic forces and their allies against aggressive 
reactionary forces which are trying to undo all that was achieved by the 
victory of the peoples in France, that situation is one that is of W·orld 
importance for its consequences in the fight of democracy against reaction, 
and the colonial question must be seen in relation to that political situation. 
But here in Britain, the centre of a gigantic Empire that has provided the 
entire basis of the whole political, economic and so,cial structure of the 
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country, and whose crisis is the basis of the inner crisis of the whole 
country's economy and reconstruction-for us the colonial question is 
at the heart of our problems in Britain. Therefore I think it is necessary 
to sound a warning against any such parallels that do not correspond to 
the actual political situation. 
I come no·w to the question of independence and democracy and the 
path for the realisation of independence, on -which various c·ontroversial 
points have arisen. 
About Cyprus, I think we should certainly make that correction 
inoicated to us by our comrades from Cyprus that the question poses 
itself for them as reunion with Greece, without appearing to lay down 
conditions about a democratic Greece. 
With regard to the general question raised-why in our concrete pro-
gramme do we make a differentiation; why we speak of certain countries 
where the question of independence is immediate and of certain other 
countries where we see the task as to establish this charter of democratic 
rights? Are we not abandoning the equal rights of all peoples? Are we 
not adopting the conception of h_igher and lower peoples-those who 
are ripe and those who are not ripe for self government? I believe that 
here is a question on which it is very important indeed that we shall 
reach clearness. 
What is at issue? It is not the principle of self determination; because 
that principle, as I laid down definitely at the outset of my-report, is for 
us a basic principle that applies to every people without distinction. 
The question at issue is not on the principle of self determination, but 
it is a tactical question of determining the next step forward in each 
given case. And I would say that we would be guilty of the most empty 
phrases in this conference and not of responsible p·olitical leadership if 
we were to be satisfied with an abstract political formula for the general 
right of self determination, and make no~ effort whatever tq grapple with 
the actual problem of the steps forward that require to be taken in each 
particular territory according to the circumstances of that territory. That 
js where the task of Communist leadership is actually , brought to the 
decisive point. The whole character of Communist leadership consists 
precisely in that we not only set out the goal, but show in precise and 
concrete terms the next steps forward towards the realisation of that goal. 
Here, I think, there is interest in something that Engels wrote some 
time ago, in its bearing on this question. He· wrote in a very different 
period and situation, and therefore it is ·of interest, not for what he 
directly laid down, but for the method -of approach. Engels, in a letter 
written in 1882, was discussing precisely what is to happen with regard 
to the colonial p·eoples when the working class comes to power, and he 
wrote:-
,, In my opinion the colonie~ proper, the countries occupied by 
a European population-Canada, the Cape, Australia-will all 
become independent. On the other hand, the countries occupied by 
a native population which are simply subjugated, India, Algiers, the 
Dutch, Spanish and Portuguese possessions, must be taken over for 
the time being by the proletariat, and led as rapidly as possible 
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towards independence. How this process will develop is difficult to 
say. India will perhaps, indeed very probably, produce a revolution, 
and as the proletariat emancip1ting itself cannot conduct any 
colonial wars, this would have to be given full scope. It would not 
p·ass off, of course, without all sorts of destruction, but that sort of 
thing is inseparable from revolution. The same might also take 
place elsewhere, for example, in Algiers and Egypt, and would 
certainly be the best thing for us. We shall have enough to do at 
home.'' , 
Note the · character of the a p·proach. It is not the details of the sit~a­
tion which are important, since they are vastly different fr·on1 today; 
but you will see the character of political judgment that is based entirely 
on the stage of political development in each case. He singles out India 
and Egypt. Here is the type where development is already such that we 
might expect the ·national revolution to be taking place, and it w·ould be 
entirely incorrect for the working class to conduct a colonial war against 
the revolution of a subject people. They would recognise their independ-
ence, and it would be the best thing for us. But in other cases, as he puts 
it, the victorious working class would "take over for the time being'' in 
crder to lead the peoples to\vards independence as rapidly as possible. 
In this approach is illustrated the principle that you must distinguish, 
11ot according to abstract ready-made formulij.s, but according to political 
realities and the stage of political development. · 
When y·ou come to the lands of tropical Africa, Nigeria, Gold Coast, 
and so on, no one would pretend for a moment that you have there any 
parallel political development to the type ·of situation in India. There 
are no 1Communist Parties there. There i~ no developed national move-
ment able to base itself on and speak for the people. And it is obvious 
that in order to reach independence of these countries, the first 
task is that there should be the possibility of popular organisation, so 
that they can reach a really powerful independent, representative popular 
movement that will demand freedom for their country and be able to 
win that freedom. 
That is why, if we are really and seriously concerned to win independ-
ence for these tropical African colonies, we must direct our present 
fight to see that there are carried out these measures of elementary 
democratic rights which offer for them the way forward that will hasten 
their advance towards the goal of national liberation and equality 
amongst the nations of the v1orld. 
In South Africa, y·ou have a different situation from the tropical 
African colonies. In South Africa you have an established State with 
esta·blished constitutional forms. Its independence as a State already 
exists, but out of 10 millions of the population, eight millions are 
completely disfranchised and subjected to every form of discrimination. 
It is obvious that the· fight there is to see that the eight millions shall 
have all the rights at present held simply by the privileged minority-
the white two millions. That means, of course, that there pTecisely we 
wage our entire fight against this conception that the Africans, the 
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Bantus, are inferior and incapable, and smash this conception and insist 
on their having equal rights of citizenship. 
· It is ·Our responsibility to determine concretely our policy as we see 
it and our demands in respect of these countries where no political 
movement yet exists. It is one thing where there are countries where 
Communist Parties exist. There it is of the utmost importance to see 
that our work is moving hand in hand with them, to study carefully and 
understand the policies and programmes of our brother Communist 
parties in those countries and consider with the utmost care its bearing 
on our demands and our presentation in the imperialist country. 
B·ut where there are no Communist parties, that does not mean there 
we have no concrete programme, there we leave it with a formal 
statement. On the contrary, p-recisely there we have to work out the 
type of demands that are going to be of the most effective assistance 
to the peoples in these countries. 
I would finally add that you have to consider all the concrete factors, 
not only within the particular country c·oncerned, but of the world 
situation as a whole. That is absolutely basic to a Communist approach. 
This is especially important at present when the role of American 
imperialism has st1ch an influence on the whole world situation. This -
has a bearing on the question, raised of the possibilities of future forms 
of association on the basis of freedom between Britain and those pe.oples 
at present in the British Empire. We made clear that we are not laying 
down a dogma that the various peoples at present in the Empire must be 
p,olitically separated. Our principle is the principle of self-determination; 
future relations are a matter for decision by the peoples themselves and 
depend very much on the general character of the world situation. 
It is worth recalling the resolution carried by the C.P.S.U. at their 
7th Congress in Ap-ril 1917 on the National Question, which laid down 
that: 
''The righ~ of nations freely to· secede .must not be C·onfused with 
the expediency of secession of a given nation at a given moment. 
The party of the proletariat must decide the latter question quite 
independently in each particular case from the standpoint of the 
interests of the social development as a whole and of the interests of 
the class struggle of the proletariat for Socialism.'' 
We should not let people run away with the idea that our constructive 
policy can be summed up in the slogan ''Smash the Empire." We want 
to get rid completely of every form of Empire domination. We want 
complete freedom for every people in the Empire. It will depend on the 
political development and the circumstances of the establishment of that 
freedom, what kind of fraternal relations the free peoples may establish 
between themselves. Our aim is to reach towards a world union of free 
peoples. But we know that in the pTesent \Xlorld situation every form of 
association of the democratic peoples is of the utmost -imp·ortance, just 
as is the co-operation of the free democratic peoples of Europe with the 
Soviet Union. This is playing a tremendous important international 
role. 
If the development should go forward that we would be able to see 
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the advance of liberation within the countries of the Empire established 
on the basis which would open the way to many forms of economic 
co-operation, social co-operation and also political co-operation, that 
would strengthen the camp of the democratic nations, this w·ould be a 
gigantic gain. But naturally these matters are for the decision of every 
people concerned. 
The suggestion for som'e kind of political declaration is a very 
valuable suggestion. We have as I explained at the outset no intention of 
drawing up any general resolutions that lay down policy for different 
countries and different parties. The parties that participate in this 
conference are independent political parties responsible only to their 
own membership and to the people of their own countries. But it should 
be possible and it would be useful if we are able here to present a 
political declaration that exp-resses the common aims for which we are 
fighting. 
I appreciate the point that Comrade Baian made. Of course we want 
more than a declaration. We want to see effective action undertaken by 
our parties to realise these aims. That action is the responsibility of every 
particular party. Our Australian comrade gave striking examples of 
practical action which showed their understanding on this question. What 
o·ur Declaration can do is to present, like a beacon light the aims in this 
present state of the world situation for which we, the Communist Parties 
of the Empire, are fighting and which, we see as the way forward for 
all the peoples of the Empire. 
We must feel very strongly ·our responsibilities as a Conference, of 
which many speakers reminded us, that there are great numbers of 
people all over the colonial world who will be looking for the outcome 
of our Conference and for its guidance on their pro bl ems. And when 
Comrade Kumarasiri told us how the Ceylon people were speaking to 
him when he left and how they looked to this Conference to give them 
a short cut to the ending of imperialist rule, and how he felt that the 
short cut will lie through the action of the British working class-I 
think that we should say this in this respect; What they have to say 
is a very vivid reminder to us in Britain of h·ow their peoples are looking 
to us to do our part. But we would say to them-dear Ceylonese 
comrades there isn't an easy short cut to the ending of imperialism; it 
is a hard struggle that requires the organisation of the people, political 
leadership-and it requires not merely their action, and not merely our 
action. We must do our part; they must do their part to develop their 
movement in Ceylon because it is our joint action that will win the 
victory, and that is the lesson of our conference. 
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AUSTRALIA 
By J. C. Henry 
·THE problems confronting the peoples of countries of the British 
Empire are many and varied. The solution of these problems must 
be sought in the light of the world situation resulting from the 
victorious people's war against Fascism. 
The victory of democracy has opened up a new vista for advancement. 
All lovers o.f peace, democracy and prosperity for the people hail with 
joy the forward march of the democratic peoples in one European 
country after an·other. We are aware of the enhanced position of the 
Soviet Union, the Socialist land, and its shini11g example in world affairs. 
We delegates to this Conference have witnessed big progressive changes 
and movements in our countries. But the people have not yet been able 
to break through the barriers holding back progress as the peoples of 
a number of other countries have done. 
There are difficulties. But no-one can doubt that our peoples will 
surmount these difficulties and gain lasting peace, democratic freedom 
and a better life. 
While the policy of British Imperialism and of reactionary circles in 
the Dominions is our immediate concern, the main strength <)f the old 
Imperialist order. is centred in the great trusts of U.,S.A. American 
imperialism is shaping its course for the domination of the whole world. 
The present foreign policy of the Government of Britain which is 
dominant in the affairs of the Empire, supported by the Governments 
of the Dominions is linking Britain and the Empire countries as a whole 
with the U.S.A. policy. This p·olicy does not express the economic and 
political interests of the people of Britain and the Dominions, and violates 
the aspirations of the subject nations within the Empire. 
Australia is one of the free Dominions within the British Empire. 
Because Australia has . a relatively highly developed manufacturing 
industry there are many conflicting ,interests 1and struggles betwtjen 
Australian and British capitalist interests and between Australian and 
U.S.A. capitalist interests. Nevertheless the foreign policy p·ursued by 
Australia-which has a Labour Government the same as Britain-has 
up to date lined the country up on all the more vital questions with the 
foreign policy of British and American Imperialism. 
Australia's foreign policy in many major respects does not reflect the 
interests and needs of the Australian people. 
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In essence the major aspects of this policy links Australia with the 
Tory foreign policy still followed by Mr. Bevin, Britain's Labour Foreign 
Minister. This policy seeks to obstruct and defeat democratic develop-
ments in Europe and to divide and crush the National Independence 
movements of the colonial peoples. 
The military aspects of this policy are indeed serious. In Australia 
a rocket testing range is being developed at great expense. There is much 
talk of linking industries to war needs. Under the slogan of Empire 
Defence military bases are being developed. 
Why are these measures being taken? The United Nations has not 
asked Australia to take these measures! 
Those who champion this policy speak of defence. But the question 
is, defence against whom. 
Do her near neighbours threaten Australia's independence? Does 
the new Republic of Indonesia threaten Australia? Of course not! 
Does the Soviet Union, which is also a country bordering the Pacific, 
constitute a threat to the independence of Australia? The foreign policy 
of the Soviet Union, which has always been consistent, should remove 
any such doubts. . 
If none of these peoples threaten Australia, then who does? 
It would be ridiculous to suggest such a danger from Britain. 
There remains the U.S.A. The policy pursued by those in control of 
the political destinies of that country can be interpreted as censtituting 
a threat to Australia in common with ma11y other lands. 
Are these so-c·alled defence measures being taken to defend our country 
agai.nst any such possible threat? Certainly not. 
Then against whom are these ·military measures in Australia being 
prepared? 
First, as an effort to make Australia a strategic base of Imperialism in 
its struggle against the peaceful democratic advance of the peoples of 
Bur ope and the Soviet Union. 
Secondly, for the purpose of making Australia ·an advanced b·ase of 
Imperialism against the National Independence Movements and struggles 
of the colonial peoples for democratic self-determination. 
The present policy of the Australian Government is actually placing 
the independence of the country and future of its people in jeopardy. 
The Australian people need democratic neighbours. They need good 
relations between themselves and all other peoples, b·ut of great import-
ance is the question of good relations between our peo·ple and the peoples 
of Indonesia, Malaya, Burma, Ceylon, India and ·China, who, together 
with New Zealand and the Philippines, constitute our nearest neighbours. 
The Australian people need this for peace and to assist national 
prosperity. 
But Imperialist domination of the colonial peoples pTevents the develop-
ment of these countries and of firm friendly economic and political 
relations between our people and the peoples of these countries. 
Therefore, the interests of the Australian people require that the old 
system of relationship between the colonial countries and Britain and 
the self-governing Dominions should end, and that a new system of 
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relationships that corresponds with the reality of the situation be 
. established. 
Such a system of relationships should be based on the principle of the 
democratic self-determination of nations. If this principle is applied, it 
would allow the colonial peoples to develop the productive capacity of 
their countries and enrich their life, facilitate trade and good relations on 
the basis of equality to the mutual ·benefit of all Empire peoples and, 
in fact, the whole world. 
Foreign policy is the cardinal question in the struggle for peace, 
economic co-operation and security. The problem is to unite all demo-
cratic elements for a .foreign policy that will express the real interests 
of the nation. . 
In assisting to develop such unity, the working class in Australia has 
found it necessary at times to take independent action, even ·where this 
conflicted with official policy. 
So·me independent actions taken by the Australian workers in this 
regard were: 
The ban on the export of scra·p iron to Japan in the days leading up 
to the aggressive war launched by J·apan in the Pacific. 
The series of actions commencing at the end of the war in the Pacific 
and continuing up to the present time in support of the Indonesian people 
and the Republic of Indonesia. 
The ,present action of the Australian waterfront unions in giving effect 
to the decisions of the W.F.T.U. on Franco Spain 1by banning the export 
of commodities from Australia to Spain. 
Much closer co-operation is needed between the Labour Movement . 
of Britain and of the Dominions, who also have an important part to 
play. A closer understanding of common problems between the Labour 
Movement of the self-governing countries and the national indepen-
dence movements of the colonial countries of the Empire should be 
still further developed; for only in this way can 1be solved the great 
problems that confront our peoples today. 
The Australian Labour Movement, because of its position in the 
national life of the country, the influence of its Government in Empire 
affairs and because of Australia's strategic position in the colonial world, 
has an important part to play and needs to play that part in its own 
interests. 
Australia is one of the free self-governing countries within the British 
Commonwealth of Nations. It is an independent and democratic country, 
one of the newer capitalist states. 
The European colonisation of Australia commenced with the establish-
ment of a British convict settlement towards the end of - the 18th 
century. 
The economy of 19th century Australia was based on primary 
production. Factory production became marked in the 20th century 
after the federation of the States into the Commonwealth. This was 
assisted by the rise to power of the Australian Labour Party. 
Once having commenced, factory production increased rapidly. Forty 
yea.rs ago it contributed one fifth of total production. In 1919 less than 
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one third of total production came from manufacturing industry. During 
the depression manufacturing industry improved its. relative position 
and monopoly became pronounced. The 1943 .. 44 figures show that factory 
production exceeded all primary production com bin ed. 
The rate of development proceeded each year during the war and has 
continued into the peace right up to the present day. 
The giant in the metal industry, controlling approximately one-third 
of all' capital invested in Australian manufacturing industry, is the 
Broken Hill Proprietary which commenced production in 1915. 
Another big monopoly, second only to the B.H.P ., is the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Co. This company has great planations, in Fiji and is 
the main Australian exporter of capital. 
Of the country's national debt of £2,629,000,000, £522,000,000 is owed 
in London, £41,GOO,OOO in New York and £2,066,000,000 to Australian 
bond-holders. 
Primary production provides the bulk of Australian exports. In the 
10 years from 1930-40 the rural industries provided 80 per cent of total 
exports. The pastoral industry contributed 50 per cent of primary 
exports and agriculture 35 per cent. 
Australia's rural production is mainly in the hands of monopoly. Huge 
estates dominate in production output. Canneries, wineries, etc., are 
likewise controlled by monop·oly. 
The struggle for markets for the primary industries and particularly 
for the expanding manufacturing industries is the basis of the increasing 
conflict of interests between Australian and British Imperialism and 
between Australian and U.S.A. Imperialist interests in the South-East 
Asia area. 
Before the First World War when manufacturing production was about 
one quarter of total production, Australia had the highest percentage of 
trade unionists per head of the population in the world. The Australian 
Labour Party came to power in both Houses. of the Federal Parliament 
first in 1912 and has been in and out at intervals ever since. 
The working class have militant and democratic traditions, despite 
long years of reformist influence. Today the workers in a majority of 
the key unions tend to follow a militant policy. Such unions as the 
ironworkers, miners, seamen, waterside workers, sheet metal workers, 
Amalgamated Engineering Union and building workers supp·ort a policy 
of struggle and reflect this in the type of officials they elect. 
The Labour Party took power in the Federal Parliament in 1941 and 
has been returned in both General Elections since that time. The Labour 
Party is also in p·ower in five out of the six Parliaments. 
The Australian Labour Party, which is a two-class party resting on 
the working class for its main support, has many progressive features. 
But, unfortunately, on many issues its main leaders give too much heed 
to the voice of big business and tend to resist the legitimate needs and 
aspirations of the working class. 
The Australian Communist Party supports and defends the Labour 
Party against the parties of monopoly capitalism while striving in every 
way to strengthen the Labour movement and unifying the working-clas~ 
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struggle against the monopoly domination of the nation and its dangerous 
foreign policy. 
Working-class unity, the unity of the Labour movement, is the vital 
question. But the farmers and the middle class of the towns occupy a 
very important position, too. So working-class unity and an alliance of 
the working class with the farmers and middle class is the way to advance-
ment in the conditions of Australia as I see it. 
My Party is seeking to unite the working class and all democratic 
people in the immediate step forward in the ~ational interests; also 
devotes sustained attention to organising and spreading Socialist under-
standing so essential for winning a majority of the nation for the ultimate 
objective of the Party and the working class. 
We feel that in this work the Australian Communist Party expresses 
all that is most positive in the tradition of the Australian people, the 
struggle of the miners at Eureka, the great strikes of the nineties of last 
century, the struggle for Federation and the nation, the anti-conscription 
victory in the First World War and the great struggle to retain 
independence in the anti-fascist war. 
What the Australian people need most is lasting peace and co-operation 
on the basis of equality with the people of other lands for mutual 
prosperity. Given these conditions we will be able to solve our own 
problems in our own way. 
BURMA 
By Ba Thein Tin 
T HE Burmese people, though they have been under the yoke of British imperialism for ·Over 100 years, have never surrendered their freedom urge. This is manifested by constant armed rebellions 
since the time of the first annexation in 1824; anti-imperialist feeling has 
gradually increased during all the years of exploitation, so that when 
the Japanese declared war on the allies, the whole nation, with the excep-
tion of the Communist leaders, who were then in British jails for strike 
and anti-imperialist activities, welcomed it as a golden opportunity for 
fulfilling their long-felt aspiration to drive the British out of Burma. 
This came about for two reasons; first, the weakness of the workers' 
and peasants' movement, and secondly the reactionary policy of the 
British Government in jailing the Communist leaders, who were trying 
to negotiate with the Government from inside the jails, to organise and 
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fight against the fascist invader. But the British refused stubbornly, and 
detained them, to be handed over to the Japanese invaders. 
It was the Communists who, inside the jails in 1940-and 1941, first 
raised the slogans of anti-Japanese resistance. It was the Party who did 
the pioneer work in initiating anti-Japanese resistance in 1942 and 1943, 
building underground groups, printing secret revolutionary literature, and 
contacting and convincing the patriots of the Thakin Party, who had 
temporarily gone over to the Japanese under the illusion that they would 
present Burma with the desired independence. 
The Party and its cadres, though small in numbers at first, battled 
through immense difficulties, and in those early attempts to build up the 
base of anti-Japanese resistance many heroic sacrifices were made by 
them in the face of inhuman tortures. 
To quote one instance: At Yenangyaung in the early part of 1943 one 
of our underground branches was rounded up by the Japanese military 
police. Five comrades escaped, but one was caught. That comrade was 
subjected to water torture, then electricity was charged on his private 
parts, and his finger-nails were extracted one by one. But still they could 
not draw out a word from him regarding his comrades and the organisa-
tion. Finally, boiling water was poured down his throat. After 14 days 
of torture he was let out. Within an hour he died. Such was the morale 
of our comrades: never did they surrender. 
Under persistent and dogged struggle of the Party, the movement spread 
and finally all sections of patriots, including the Japanese-sponsored 
Burma Defence Army were drawn into the resistance movement, from 
which was built the Anti-Fascist Peoples Freedom League (A.F.P.F.L.). 
There were three stages of armed insurrection, namely, the rising of the 
people of Arakan which greatly facilitated the allied offensive there, the 
attack on Japanese lines in and around Mandalay on March 8, · 1945, by 
units of the Burma National Army under Comrade .Ba Htu, and on 
March 27 the general armed resistance involving partisans and regular 
units. The following figures of Japanese casualties through resistance 
action from March 28 to August 10 speak for themselves : In Pyinmana 
the 54th Japanese division was smashed up, the divisional H.Q. annihilated 
and its commander killed. At Toungoo over 7,000 Japanese were killed 
and 500 captured. 
But the details of the Burmese resistance movement were never made 
known behind the British imperialist iron curtain. Why was this so? 
Because they were preparing to reoccupy Burma for the re-establishment 
of imperialist economic and political stranglehold and did not want to 
take the help of the Burmese in driving out the Japanese. Although 
Comrades Thein Pe and Tin Shwe left Burma secretly as early as July, 
1942 and tried to contact the British authorities in India they could not 
get the British to agree to contact the Burmes.e until October, 1943, and it 
was only after July, 1944, that arrangements were made to get Burmese 
patriots from the resistance centre in Burma to be trained in guerilla 
and sabotage technique. Even then, the Burmese were not given any 
guerilla training, but only training in spying and intelligence. The 
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Britisl1 plan ·was not to develop widespread guerilla activity in Burma 
which would necessarily bring into play the broad-based anti-fascist 
action of the people and lead to an independence upsurge, which might 
later turn against British imperialism itself. 
Simultaneously with this treacherous military policy the British 
Government was busy preparing the White Paper; it was drawing up the 
'' Project Plans '' for re-establishing its monopoly economic hold over 
reoccupied Burma; it was planning not only to reduce to the very 
minimum the armed anti-fascist actions of the Burmese guerillas, but also 
to liquidate the armed anti-fascist forces on reoccupation, to disarm them, 
to disorganise the liberation upsurge by repression and arrest of local 
leaders, and to disintegrate the Patriotic Burmese Forces (the renamed 
Burmese Defence Army) partly by disarming it and partly by absorbing 
the harmless section into the British Burma Army itself. 
But the people would not tolerate their local leaders being arrested 
and the '' black list '' containing the names of 8,000 revolutionary 
patriots could not be acted upon fully right away. Many guerillas with-
drew to the interior and several units of the Patriotic ·Burmese Forces 
refused to surrender their arms. The whole people was enraged by the 
illegalisation of Japanese currency. The situation was indeed precarious 
for the British, who then asked A.F.P.F.L. to call for surrender of arms, 
hypocritically agreeing to the A.F.P.F.L. programme which demanded 
self-determination, a provisional national government and a constituent 
assembly.· At Kandy, Mountbatten and Aung San signed an agreement 
which liquidated the Patriotic Burmese Forces. 
Thus the mass upsurge that was released by the anti-fascist rising was 
temporarily decimated. The ·Governor then returned. He set up an 
Exec.utive Council of imperialist henchmen and the work of clamping 
down the economic domination of the British monopoly concerns began. 
Under the so-called ''rehabilitation" Project several boards were set up 
of old bosses of British companies and the old companies became 
'' agents '' of the Government. Agriculture was not rehabilitated; the 
peasant received neither implements nor reliefs in rent, he received no 
loans or credit, but the landlords, moneylenders and trader hoarders 
re-established themselves. In industry, too, while the British companies 
under the guise of '' agents '' were being re-established by the Govern-
ment itself, the economic suffering of the workers grew worse and worse, 
while profiteers and black marketeers flourished. 
In these circumstances the mass upsurge which had been temporarily 
lulled developed again. In February, 1946, the timber workers of 
Rangoon went on strike. In March, peasants of Pegu carried out hunger 
marches. At Pyapon, starving peasantry seized the grain from hoarding 
millers and landlords.. This was followed by growing discontent among 
workers and a struggle for increased wages and cost-of-living allowances . 
.. 
Amongst the Peoples Volunteer Organisation there was general 
enthusiasm for struggle and an eagerness for drill and active work. In 
September there took place a general strike which s.hook British rule 
in Burma to its foundations. The police force, went on strike for the 
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first time in the annals of British rule in Burma. Then the postal workers 
struck, followed by some 20,000 railway workers. Next the Government 
employees came out, and the Secretariat, the nerve centre of British 
imperialism, ceased functioning. · On September 23 the rest of the 
industrial workers came out on a one-day sympathetic strike. 
Imperialism, faced with a crisis, pretended to meet the national demands · 
by approaching the right wing of A.F.P.F.L. with illusory concessions 
regarding the Executive Council. It realised that only a fa9ade of a 
popular Ministry would save it from the rising revolutionary wrath. 
Let us see how, under such favourable revolutionary conditions., the 
national leadership ·Of A.F .P .F .L. came out. First of all, it must be 
borne in mind that by September the right-wing leadership, led by 
U Ba Pe, a man . with the blackest record in Burmese politics as the 
disruptor of the national movement in all its phases, had temporarily 
gained a hold in A.F.P.F.L. This leadership wanted only a limited strike 
movement to strengthen A.F.P.F.L. in its negotiations with the Governor: 
that is why U Ba Pe tried to stop the ministerial service unions' strike 
on September 23. 
After the formation of the new Executive Council on September 27, 
the A.F.P.F.L. leadership, instead of using their position in the Executive 
Council to extend the strikes and mass upsurge, decided to call it off. 
They were successful in spite of the strikers' dissatisfaction at having 
only a scrap of their demands met by the new popular Executive Council. 
When on Octo·ber 12 the industrial workers of Rangoon struck for 
demands that had been approved by the Supreme Council of the 
A.F.P.F.L. in August, the right wingers sabotaged their own resolutions, 
dissociated themselves from the strike, and even went so far as to break 
it up by using People's Volunteers at Dallah dockyard and elsewhere. The 
Burmese Communists who protested against this betrayal were denounced 
in the A.F.P.F.L. by the right-wing leaders and finally expelled. The result 
was that the imperialists, from behind the screen of the popular Executive 
Council, broke the strike up by arresting trade union and strike leaders. 
Thus the A.F.P.F.L., which came into existence as a united anti-
imperialist national front during the anti-Japanese resistance days, came , 
to a split. Imperialism had gained a temporary victory by drawing the 
compromising leadership of A.F .P .F .L. into the Executive Council, and 
by driving a wedge between A.F.P.F.L. and the Communist Party. 
With the Party, the bulwark of the anti-Japanese resistance and the 
national movement, out of the A.F.P.F.L. the right-wing leadership, con-
solidating its hold, carried A.F.P.F.L. from its avowed revolutionary line, 
went back on its own resolutions and finally brought about the Attlee-
Aung San agreement, which is alleged to grant independence to Burma. 
Before we examine this so-called independence, let me outline the 
demands of A.F .P .F .L. They are four in number : first, to declare 
independence for Burma within a year; second, to transform the Exe·cutive 
Council into a responsible cabinet of ministers with full powers; third, 
to transform the coming April election from one based on the 1935 
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constitution into one for a Constituent Assembly; fourth, the abolition 
of the notorious Project Boards. 
Let us now look at the Attlee-Aung San agreement against the back-
ground of t];lese original demands of A.F.P.F.L. -
Is there any mention of the word '' independence '' in the whole agree-
ment? Absolutely not: it is totally ignored. 
Now for the second point, the transfer of power. Has it been realised? 
There again the answer is ''No.'' The Governor, as chairman of the 
Executive Council holds the trum.p card during the interim period. There 
is a provision in the agreement that the Governor will consider as to· how a 
change in the powers ·Of the Executive Council can be brought about 
if either he or the so-called Burmese Government think it necessary. 
And this shows that the real authority remains not with the interim 
''Government," but with the Governor. 
As to the demand for a Constituent Assembly, we are told that we 
are to have one based on the 1935 electoral machinery. But is it to be 
a Constituent Assembly free to frame a constitution without "interference 
from outside? Is it really to be a Constituent Assembly in the true 
sense of the word? Again the answer is in the negative. On January 28 
the .secretary of State for Burma made a statement to the effect that the 
constitution so framed would have to be submitted for ratification 
to the British Parliament. This means that the sovereign authority 
rests not with the so-called Constituent Assembly, but with the British 
Parliament. _Furthermore, from the 210 members of the Constituent 
Assembly the Governor will nominate 100, including some from the 
minorities as his Legislative Council, responsible only to himself. S·o 
for an indefinite time, for there is no date fixed for the termination of 
the interim period, the Governor, as chairman of the Executive Council, 
and as boss of a pocket Legislative Council existing only at his sweet 
will, can continue to clamp down imperialist domination over the 
economic and political life of Burma. At the same time, it must be 
remembered that British _ tro·ops remain in Burma, which means the 
Constituent Assembly will sit under the protection of British bayonets . 
The British plan to separate the border minorities from Burma proper 
by always setting up artificial differences between the two while they 
remain on top of both. That is outside the ·Constituent Assembly, for the 
border minorities such as the Shans, Chins and Kachins are not repre-
sented in it. Inside it also the foundation has been laid for communal 
strife between Burmese and Karens. Already a certain section of the 
reactionary leadership of the Karens, who receive backing from the 
imperialists, -have demanded an increase in the 24 seats reserved for their 
community; otherwise they threaten to boycott the election. So the 
ground is prepared for communal strife within the assembly, based on 
differences more imaginary than real, that have been specially set up by 
the British imperialists. 
From all this it is clear that our '' Constituent Assembly '' will 
resemble a real constituent assembly in name only and not otherwise. 
Now w~ come to the last of A.F.P.F.L.'s demands, the dissolution of 
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the Project Boards. What · success can we report in this respect? Again 
absolutely nothing. Here I should say a few words about the Project 
Boards. In pre-war days all industry and trade, including oil, mines, 
timber, transport, etc., were monopolised by British concerns. At the 
time of the evacuation most ,of the plant and machinery was demolished 
under the scorched-earth policy. The Japanese could not restore them, 
and so when the British returned they found everything wrecked. To 
enable the monopolies to rebuild themselves the British Government 
formed them into Project Boards and loaned them capital in the name 
of '' Reconstruction and Rehabilitation.'' These Boards cover almost 
all the key industries and trades and the intention is to maintain them 
until the big companies have recovered their lost ground under Govern-
ment protection, then they will be dissolved, and the monopolists will 
stand on their own feet again as in pre-war days. A few crumbs only 
are being doled out to the rising national bourgeoisie. 
Under such economic exploitation how could we welcome the Attlee-
Aung San agreement as bringing independence to Burma? We know 
that political independence without economic independence is meaningless. 
To sum up, the Attlee-Aung San agreement, militarily, economically 
and politically fell far short of the aspirations of the entire nation. In 
fact, this agreement is one of national humiliation, national disruption and 
perpetuation of British rule in Burma. 
1But the victory of imperialism is only temporary, the setback to the 
national independence movement is only temporary. The present situa-
tion is one of a developing new upsurge, a new wave of strikes, of activity 
by the peasants whom the imperialists try to discredit by calling them 
dacoits. The whole country is seething with discontent and the desire 
for true independence, and if at present the right-wing leadership has 
consolidated its position and seeks to damp down the fervour of the 
masses, we, of the Communist Party, see it as our task to reforge the 
united national front, for in so doing we shall smash the disruptional 
tactics of the imperialists, and on a basis of A.F .P .F .L.-Communist unity 
embracing all Burmese patriots, the national independence movement, 
united and strong, will achieve the full independence programme of the 
A.F.P.F.L. 
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CANADA 
By Tim Buck 
the name of the Labour-Progressive Party of Canada, I greet the 
magnificent report submitted to this Conference by Comrade R. Palme 
Dutt. This report is at once an unanswerable indictment of British 
imperialist policy in the colonies, a call to action to the peoples of the 
colonies to assert their sacred right to national independence, and a frank 
acceptance of the very special responsibility of the British Communists 
to aid the colonial peoples iri their striving for national freedom in every 
possible way. 
The most powerful blow that could be struck for freedom of the 
peoples now in colonial subjection to Britain would be the complete 
def eat of monopoly finance capital and the introduction of genuine 
Socialist policies in the metropolis. . 
In discussing the responsibilities and the role of the Canadian workers 
in the struggle to abolish imperialist oppression, it is necessary to 
emphasise that their role is no longer that of a colonial working class. 
It is only eighty years this coming July since the various British colonies 
in North America were united in a Confederation under the British-North 
America Act. At that time seventy-five per cent of the territory which 
is now Canada was virgin wilderness. 
It is. only just over sixty years since the first railway track was laid 
across the wilderness. 
Fifty years after the wilderness was first spanned by railway, that 
wilderness was transformed into a highly-organised, modern State, and 
Canadian economy has been transformed from a colonial to a mature 
and highly concentrated capitalist economy. 
The fallowing table illustrates the growth of Canadian economy during 
the past fifty years : 
Manufacturing Industries 
Values in millions of Dollars 
1891 1926 
$ $· 
Capitalisation .. 353 3,981 
Gross value products 368 3,100 
· Value of field crops* 194 1,104 
External trade .. 199 2,269 
1931 
$ 
4,961 
2,555 
435 
1,215 
1941 
$ 
4,905 
6,076 
683 
3,069 
* Note the catastrophic fall in the value of field crops during the crisis and 
depression. 
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During the war Canada's national economy was further expanded 
tremendously. The dollar volume of the national income in the first full 
year after the war was more than double that of the highest annual 
national income ever produced before the war, and that level was attained 
in large part by the export of capital. 
It is clear, therefore, that Canada is now a mature capitalist State. The 
relationship· between the Canadian capitalist class and the Government of 
the United Kingdom is in no sense a relationship of colonial 
subordination. 
Canada is now an aggressive and thrusting secondary imperialist power. 
The main enemy of the workers and farmers of Canada, of the great 
mass of Canada's people, is not a foreign imperialist power, but the 
rapacious and ruthless finance-capitalist oligarchy which dominates every 
aspect of Canadian life and dictates her domestic and foreign policies.. 
Canadian finance-capitalism has its own economic and political aims 
which d·o not always coincide with the U.K. The main trend is towards 
junior partnering U .. S. imperialism. Thus Canadian imp·erialists oppose 
proposals to tighten organisation of Empire. 
At the same time Canadian imperialists want Empire maintained, as 
imp~rialist preferences are a powerful factor in its development, and more 
fundamental than immediate economic aims. 
The internal reaction in Canada has consistently been more severe 
than in any other English-speaking country of the Empire and most of 
the time more severe than in the United States. 
Racial discrimination is also rampant in Canada. 
The consistency with which the Canadian delegation in the United 
Nations Organisation has supported the aims of a United States 
imperialism and particularly the drive to disrupt Big Three unanimity, has 
illustrated repeatedly the fact that the present Canadian G·overnment is 
pursuing a considered policy in this respect. 
The policy is illustrated most clearly of all in the widely publicised 
so-called '' Espionage Investigation.'' This was, in fact, a tremendous and. 
highly-organised Government manreuvre to counteract the widespread 
growtl1 of friendship in Canada for the Soviet Union and the new 
democracies. It was to stem this rising tide of democratic sentiment that 
the '·' Espionage Investigation '' was opened up. 
In Canada the main struggle of the Labour movement and its demo-
cratic allies is against the drive to subordinate the interests ·of the Canadian 
people to the war plans of United States imperialis.m. Against that drive 
the Communists call upon all progressive Canadians to insist upon 
national policies of co-operation with all democratic forces. We fight 
against the discrimination by which Canada is making its ability to grant 
loans and credits a supplementary instrument of United States' foreign 
policy. We urge a policy of .gener1ous loans and credits to the new demo-
cracies in Europe. 
Hundreds of thousands of Canadian workers and tens of thousands of 
farmers support these demands. The majority of people in Canada are 
sympathetic to and want Canada to support the new democracies in 
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Europe, the independence movements in the colonies and the fight for 
a better life in the old land. 
Above all, the people of Canada want policies that promise the 
assurance of stable and lasting peace. There is a wide recognition that a 
Socialist Britain would guarantee freedom for all the peoples of the 
present Empire, and this in turn would decisively stymie the plans now 
being so freely discussed in the United States for organising a bloc of 
English-speaking countries in a warlike policy against the new 
democracies. 
Thus the Labour-Progressive Party voices both the real material 
interests of Canada's people and a powerful growing body of public 
opinion in its fjght to unite the democratic forces in Canada with all 
other progressive forces throughout the Empire in the struggle for 
complete freedom for all the colonial peoples as part of mankind's 
struggle for ,socialism and peace for all time. 
The British Dominions, which but a few years back were still dependent 
upon the United Kingdom have become, as Engels foretold fifty-five 
years ago, politic.ally' independent capitalist states. Two of them, 
Australia and Canada, ·have developed to the stage in which their 
national economies are dominated by finance-capitalist oligarchies and 
the domestic and foreign aims and policies of the monopolists and their 
governments are stamped with the characteristics of finance-capitalist 
imperialism. · 
This is not to minimise the important differences between the various 
Dominions; it is to emphasise the significance of their new role. For 
example; large-scale industry is sotnewhat more widely developed in 
Canada than in Australia, Canadian capitalism places more emphasis 
upon its need to export hundreds of millions of dollars worth' of 
manufactured products each year, but Australia, as a result of a similar 
development of capitalist econ·omy and a different geographical position 
exercises direct imperialist influence over other economically undeveloped 
lands to an extent that Canadian imperialists have not even a visible 
prosp·ect of doing. 
In South Africa nearly eighty per cent of the p·eople are still confronted 
by the struggle to win the elementary democratic rights as were conceded 
to the people of Britain eighty years ago. South. Africa is dominated by 
its tiny English colony in alliance with a section of the white Afrikaners. 
Its economy has, in the main, the characteristics of colonial economy. 
The torrent ·of wealth produced in its gold mines is produced, by mainly 
native , African labour, under conditions which are but little removed 
from slavery with wage levels so criminally below what is necessary 
to maintain a decent standard of life that it should shock the conscience 
of every white person in the British Empire. With rare, cynical exceptions, 
the African p·eople are debarred from education and opp,ortunity-yes, 
even from the possibility o·f a decent life, in the rich and fruitful land 
which should be their own. But, while emphasising these shameful 
contrasts, let it be borne in mind that the English Colony in South 
Africa, in alliance with White Afrikaners, exercises sovereign political 
power and Prime Minister General Smuts speaks with the authority and 
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influence of a self-governing Dominion in the councils of the United 
Nations. . 
Of New Zealand, the following must be pointed .out. The government 
of that Dominion exercises the same political sovereignty, under the 
Statute of Westminster as do the governments of Canada and Australia 
and the policies and proposals supp·orted by its representatives in the 
United Nations Organisation show that it is following the same line 
with regard to all the decisive issues now confronting mankind. 
It is clear that the big capitalist interests in the Dominions and the 
United Kingdom are ''freely associated together." The bonds which hold 
them together in the Comm·onwealth are bonds of mutual, predatory 
aims and interests in the exploitation of the colonial peoples of the 
Empire. 
In passing, it should be noted that the well-deserved sharp criticism 
of the British Labour Government's p·olicies in Comrade Dutt's ·report 
could be directed with equal force against the attitudes and policies of the 
Labour Parties and Labour Governments in the various Dominions also. 
In South Africa, the Labour Party supports the principle of racial 
discrimination. Labour Parties in the other Domi11ions (in Canada the 
Co-operative Commonwealth Federation) give consistent support to the 
Tory aim of maintaining the Empire. 
The role of the Dominions in the shaping of world policy has changed 
greatly and is still changing. The Dominion governments now seek to 
exert their own direct influence up·on world policy in pursuit of their 
own aims which-as we have pointed out-do not always coincide with 
the aims of the British Government. 
The monopoly interests in the Dominions are seeking closer relation-
ships with the rich and powerful United States. In varying degrees they 
reveal a growing tendency to identify themselves with its aggressive aims 
and its warlike policies. 
The fact that such policies must help United States imperialism in its 
drive to break or at least weaken the monopolistic position of Britain 
in her colonies is not such a contradiction as it seems. The turn of the 
Dominions' monopolists and their governments towards junior partner-
ship with the United States is in fact part of a regrouping of Viorld 
finance-capitalist interests, with United States imperialism as its centre 
and spearpoint in place of the British Isles. The changing importance 
of Canada's economic relations with Britain and the United States 
illustrate this trend clearly. The effect of this change is illustrated by the 
following striking facts: 
In 1914, British investments in Canada totalled more than 2,500 million 
dollars, while United States investments totalled only about eight hundred 
millions. Today, British investments amount to only sixteen hundred 
million dollars while United States investments total more than f OlJr 
thoµsand million dollars, and the total is still increasing rapidly. 
An important part of United States investn1ents are direct investments 
in branch, subsidiary or controlled plants and companies, including of 
course, the Canadian branch plants of United States Corporations. 
United States investments in such enterprises total mor~ than 2,000 
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million dollars. As a result of this there were in 1939 no less than 1,580 
subsidiaries of United States Corporations and 381 branches of United 
States firms which were not even incorporated as Canadian Companies. 
Manufacturing establishments which operate in Canada but which are 
controlled in the United States represent a total investment of more 
than two billion dollars. In 1939, it was almost a third of the total 
investments in all manufacturing industry in Canada. 
The dollar volume of Canada's trade with the United Kingdom 
increased five times from 1891 to 1939; .but her· trade with the United 
States increased considerably more than nine times during the same 
period. The following statistics show that this has been the result of a 
consistent trend of capitalist policy not as a result of temporary or 
abnormal conditions. 
Canada's External Trade 
(In millions of Dollars) 
1891 1911 1931 1939 
United Kingdom . . . . . . 85.2 242 279.9 442 
United States . . . . .. . 89.7 379.9 633.8 877.9 
As a result of all these factors, combined with the increasingly m·ono-
polistic character of Canadian economy the Canadian monopolists were 
impelled immediately following the First World War, to seek increased 
freedom of action within the Empire. 
Consciousness of that interest was dem·onstrated in the General 
Election of 1921 when important sections of the manufacturing and 
financial interests rejected the proposal of their traditional party, the 
Conservatives, for increased. Empire centralisation. Against that they 
supported the policy of systematically expanding Canada's freedom ·of 
action. · 
During the Second World War and particularly with the sharpening 
post-war crisis of British Imperialism finance-capital in Canada and the 
Canadian Government has sought aggressively to hitch Canada to the 
war plans of the United States. 
The Joint Defence Committee set up during the war is being ·continued 
as part of the permanent machinery of Canadian-United States 
Co-operation. 
The primary aim of Canadian monop·olists and the government in the 
sphere of foreign policy is to make Canada a junior partner of United 
States imperialism and integrating Canadian foreign policies with that 
of the United States. 
These aims give a particularly sinister character to the fact that the 
United States War Department now uses the Canadian North for arctic 
manreuvres, for testing equipment and men in frigid conditions and for 
various typ·es of experimental exercises. 
Such are tQe new aims of finance-capital in Canada arid such are the 
policies of the Canadian Government. The new role being played by 
Canada and the other Dominions in the shaping of ·world policy reflects 
those aims and policies. 
But there is a new and growing force in the Dominions, the democratic 
forces which are awakening to the danger that the Dominions may 
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become satellites of U.S. imperialism and thereby become instruments 
for pressing its war policies. In Canada there is growing awareness of and 
resistance to that danger. The Trade Union movement which now 
numbers more than three-quarters of a million members, the politically 
conscious forces in French Canada, large sections of the farming people 
and of the urban middle class people, realise that the policies now being 
pursued will make Canada a scene of military operations if they are 
allowed to succeed. Millions of Canadians realise also the dangerous 
insecurity of a national economy -so dependent upon conditions in the 
United States. 
The .Labour-Progressive Party speaks ·for all those groups in its 
struggle to stop the trend towards integration with U.S. war policies 
and turn the trend of Canada's foreign policy towards co-operation with 
all democratic forces in the fight to win the peace. 
The real interest of the Canadian people is neither with the aims of 
United States finance-capital or British finance-capital. It is with the 
great British people in their struggle for a better life, with the peoples of 
the British Colonies in their struggle for national freedom and the 
economic development of their countries, with the people of the New 
Democracies and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics in their 
struggle to make good the devastation of · war and lead the 
way economically ~s they are already leading politically to the higher 
civilisation of Socialism. 
Canada and the other Dominions are rich. Their resources are almost 
immeasurable. Marching shoulder to shoulder with the British people 
in their advance to Socialism, the Labour movements and their 
democratic allies in the Dominions can guarantee all the economic 
support necessary to ensure the complete victory of Socialism in the 
British Isles regardless of the attitude of United States Imperialism-
if we can achieve the unity of progressive forces which will win through 
to Socialism in the British Isles there will be no doubt whatever of early 
victory in the struggle for freedom for all mankind. 
CEYLON 
By S. A. Wickremasinghe 
CEYLON has been under British domination for 132 years. During this period of Imperialist rule Ceylon has been ruthlessly exploited 
reducing its rich and beautiful land with an ancient civilisation to 
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a very backward country-backward politically, economically and 
socially. 
British imperialist interests in Ceylon are primarily strategic and 
secondarily economic. Ceylon is now being built up as a major air and 
naval base in the East and as the main supply depot for the Far Eastern 
forces. The Trincomalee Harbour is entirely outside the control of the 
Ceylon Government and is under the complete control of the Imperial 
Government. 
"'While manpower is needed in Britain for the vital industries and 
plans are being put into operation to import foreign workers into this 
country, British troops and workers are stationed in Ceylon at the 
various naval and air bases and at the sup·ply depots. In the meantime 
over 200,000 Sinhalese able-bodied men have been demobilised within 
the last few months and thrown into destitution and unemployment. 
These men are mostly skilled workmen wh·o have the training and the 
ability to perform practically all the duties now carried out by the 
British troops stationed in Ceylon. As there are no social insurance 
schemes whatsoever, and the Imp·erial Government has refused to under-
take any responsibility for any form of compensation for these Ceylonese 
war recruits, they and their dependents have to face starvation. 
With the annexation of Ceylon about 150 years ago the British began 
to develop the country as a field for the investment of British capital 
and capitalism was introduced to Ceylon in the form of a plantation 
economy. With forcible alienation of traditional homelands of the 
people, British plantation monopoly was established by 1880-peasant 
revoits were ruthlessly suppressed and indentured labour was imported 
into Ceylon from India. The enclosure of land for tea and rubber 
p1anta1ion by .British companies and coconut plantations by Sinhalese 
capital was accomp·anied by neglect of agriculture and irrigation which 
had devastating effects on the rural population. 
Though, before the British conquest, Ceylon produced sufficient rice 
for its own needs and a surplus for export, the neglect of agriculture 
has been such that today Ceylon does not produce more than one-third 
of its requirements. The remainder has to be imported, over 60 per 
cent of this amount being imported from Burn1a through the British 
firm, Steel Bros. Even today only one-quarter of the cultivable land in 
Ceylon is under cultivation. Of this cultivated land two-thirds consist 
of tea, rubber and coconut plantations; this comprises the entire extent 
suitable for these plantations. Thus it will be seen that three quarters 
of the total .cultivable land has gone out of production because of 
neglect of irrigation and the policy of the British Government to develop 
commercial crops exclusively which needed no irrigation and brought 
huge profits. Further effects of the enclosure of common lands for the 
plantations have been the decline and virtual extinction of animal 
husbandry and livestock farming, causing milk famine and other con-
sequent disastrous effects on the health of the people, and major floods 
in the low-lying rice-producing areas owing to the alarming degree of 
soil erosion and silting of rivers brought about by the indiscriminate 
cutting down of forests in the highlands varying up to 7 ,000 feet for 
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tea plantations. Britain's neglect of irrigation and agriculture has been 
matched by her frustration of Ceylon's industrial development. Such 
industries as have been developed are mainly developed as an appendage 
of the plantation economy. -
The existing mineral and industrial resources of the country have 
remained untap·ped, though " nature has been generous in her supplies 
of raw material to this island in proportion to its size and population." 
After 1931, using the limited power acquired under the Donoughmore 
Constitution, the Board of Ministers has established a few experimental 
State factories. That very little progress has been made is shown 
by the fact that today less than 2,500 workers are employed in 
all these industrial undertakings. Whitehall's control of the ·import of 
m~chinery and exchange of Ceylon currency has greatly handicapped 
industrial develop,ment in · Ceylon. Banking, shipping and the export 
and import trade are almost exclusively British owned. And it is 
estimated that three-quarters of all the capital invested in Ceylon is 
British. 
A new constitution was promulgated for Ceylon by order in Council 
in 1946. British Governmental spokesmen have described the new con-
stitution as " the final step towards Dominion Status," and have stated 
that it is proof that imperialism has committed suicid0. 
In point of fact, no change has taken place in the basic relations of 
power between Ceylon and Britain. Its two major changes affect only 
internal administration, viz., (i) A Cabinet system will replace the p-resent 
administration by Executive Committees and (ii) the new Ceylon 
Parliament can legislate on questions affecting immigration, franchise 
and the composition of the population. But Defence, Foreign affairs, 
External Trade and Currency remain exclusively in British hands and 
cannot be legislated upon by the new Parliament. 
Legislation affecting the ''rights and property of His Majesty's subjects 
not resident in the island '' (i.e., the foreign capitalist companies who own 
three-quarters of the economy of Ceylon) cannot be enacted without 
the prior consent of the Secretary of State for the Colonies. The 
supp·osedly neutral Governor retains the right of veto on questions 
affecting '' law and order '' and '' minorities." 
To neutralise the effects of universal adult franchise, gained in 1931, 
a reactionary Senate has been introduced with special representations 
up to half its number for the Governor's nominees from among big 
vested interests. Special provision has also been made for the nomination 
·of European interests in the House of Representatives. 
Finally, to cap the imperialist '' safeguards," under terms of the Order 
in Council, persons convicted of political offences, for example anti-
imperialist or Socialist activities, are prevented from being members of 
Parliament for a period of seven years. In spite of the fact that political 
parties in Ceylon, local elected c·ouncils, trade unions and the Ceylon 
State Council have demanded the amendment of this provision the 
British Government persistently refuses to amend this clause. 
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CYPRUS 
By N. Ioannou 
T HE question of the union of Cyprus with Greece is today not a question that affects Cyprus alone, but it is one which is, and which 
· is becoming, of great international importance. It comes into direct 
conflict with some of the basic requirements of imperialism for the 
maintenance of strategic and political control in one of the most neuralgic 
and sensitive parts of the globe. 
Cyprus is the British possession in the Eastern Mediterranean 
nearest to the Soviet Union. Iraq and Transjordan are what are called 
semi-independent countries. Palestine is a mandate, but Cyprus is a 
Crown Colony. Since Britain's declaration to evacuate Egypt-a 
declaration that has not yet been implemented-the importance of Cyprus 
as a b·astion of British imperialism in the Eastern Mediterranean h~s 
definitely increased . 
Cyprus, was occupied by Britain in 1878 in order to serve as a military 
base against Tsarist Russia. 
It is the third largest Mediterranean Island with an area of 3,613 
square miles and a -population of 451,000 according to the census of 
November 1946. Four-fifths of the population · are Greeks. Greeks in 
language, tradition, religion and sentiment. The remainder · are Turks 
(who number approximately 80,000) with a sp'finkling of other national 
minorities, Armenians, English, etc. 
. The Greek inhabitants have wanted, and always will want, to form 
an indissoluble part of the Greek nation. Consequently the demand · for 
the incorporation of Cyprus into the Greek State is the cardinal political 
issue confronting the Cypriot people. 
In 1931 as a result both of prolonged British maladministration, harsh 
economic exactions and national repression, the Cypriot people rose in 
revolt against the British Government for the ending of the British 
connection and for Union with Greece. The revolt was suppressed; ten 
people-amongst whom were two Communist leaders who subsequently 
died-were banished for life, hundreds were jailed and tens of thousands 
compelled to pay fines. The Constitution was abolished, political parties 
were declared illegal, censorship was imposed and generally the whole 
apparatus of oppression was put into operation. For nearly ten years 
the Cypriot people groaned under a ty·rannic regime. 
In these conditions of repression and of dictatorship political activity 
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came almost to a standstill. Political parties were suppressed and ceased 
to exist. Only the Communist Party, small in number and almost 
completely cut off from any contact, managed to keep in being. For 
almost four years from 1931 to 1935, due to the extreme repression then 
in being, the Communists were the only people who provided whatever 
there was of opposition to the G·overnment. They led the protests of 
the hungry people, who were left starving as a result of two years of 
drought, in 1934. They led demonstrations of women to Government 
offices asking for relief. 
The next stage in the struggles of the Cypriot people was the formation 
of Trade Unions. Illegal trade unions were formed functioning secretly. 
The villagers, long-suffering from usury, and burdened with heavy land 
taxes, began orga11ising into co-operative economic associations. 
The whole subsequent development and character of the anti-fascist 
\ 11ar, created the conditions of working-class advance. The Cypriots 
rallied to the cause of freedom. Thousands volunteered for the army. 
Thousands volunteered-700 of our then small p,arty membership 
volunteering en masse-and fought in Greece, in the Libyan desert, in 
Italy and Western Europe. But in proportion to the people's support for 
the demands of the anti-fascist war, the demand for democratic rights 
and liberties was increasing and was being strengthened. Step by step 
the Government was compelled to give way. Certain restrictions were 
abolished and police terror was mitigated. Trade unions began coming 
into existence. By 1944 13,000 were full-paid members of their unions 
and had established their central directing organ. 
In the fall of 1941 AKEL was formed. AKEL is the legal form of the 
Communist Party. AKEL is the party of the Cypriot working people, it 
is the party of the national struggle, for the emancipation of the Cypriots. 
There are three main political parties in Cyprus. The right wing 
Nationalist party KEK, the right wing Peasants Union PEK, and our 
party, AKEL, the progressive Party of the Working People. 
In membership· ·our party exceeds the combined membership of the 
above two parties and stands, at the moment, just over the 4,000 mark. 
But this is not all; our Party is strong in the Trade Unions-the central 
T.U. leadership is made up of Party cadres-with their 13,000 members. 
It has a growing influence among the peasantry and several thousand 
peasants are members of the Party's auxiliary organisation, the Union 
of Cyprus Peasants. 
Our influence is strong and growing. 
In a demonstration held in Nicosia at the beginning of December, 
organised by our Party, 40,000 people participated to demand the union 
of Cyprus with Greece. 
Our Party has been striving hard to establish a national unity front, 
i.e., to bring about an understanding amongst the various parties in order 
to ensure the co-operation of the entire people on the national question. 
We have made concrete p-roposals. 
But the riiht-wing parties refused all such oo·-operation and. are more 
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and more driven into a negative policy of blatant anti-Communism and, 
so-called anti-Slavism. 
In the municipal elections of last year, our Party and the groups of 
people associated with it have won in the four principal cities and in 
several smaller towns. The rightists won only in the two smallest cities 
and in a few other small towns. 
Cyp·rus is a predominantly agricultural country. Bu·t we also have a 
rising capitalist class and small and growing light industry. 
These great strides forward by the Cypriot workers and peasants, have 
aroused, as it were inevitably, the brutal opposition and hostility of the 
capitalist class. The capitalists turned their concentrated attacks 
particularly against the Trade Union movement, and our Party. A series 
of lock-outs have been recently engineered by the bosses, deliberately 
creating unemployment and aiming at demoralising the working-class, 
and weakening the unions. 
The Cypriot capitalist class is but the mainstay of the foreign political 
control, whose interests they serve. 
They pay lip service to the national question and while they pose as 
patriots, fighting for national rehabilitation, they strive to use the question 
of union with Greece as a means for abolishing the political parties. 
About the rightness of our slogan for union with Greece. We know 
that doubts exist about it among many progressive people in this and 
other countries. We hear usually the argument: Since Greece is today 
a fascist country why don't you ask for self-government, or autonomy, 
and once you have that you can proceed to raise the question of union 
with Greece when Greece becomes a democratic country. 
Let me p·oint out here, that Greece today is fascist, not because fascisn1 
has any popular support amongst the herioc people of that country, but 
because Churchill b·rutally imposed it with bullet and bayonet, and 
because Bevin shamefully maintained it. 
Fascism in Greece rests on outside support. Once this is removed, 
and we are sure that the united strength of the working class will remove 
it, the whole sordid, brutal, vicious system of slaughter and terror will 
collapse like sand castles. 
We demand our union with Greece because this is the demand of 
practically all the Greek Cypriots. We demand our union with Greece 
1because we want to be done with the national opp·ression, indignities, 
degradation~ repression and insults that we have endured for the last 
70 years. 
We want our national freedom to enable us to advance economically 
and politically. We want to be united with our Greek brothers and, side 
by side with those valiant fighters for freedom, to fight for the overthrow 
~nd final destruction of fascism, to fight for peace_ and Socialism. 
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I .ND I A 
By G. Adhikari 
T HE features and lines of development of the present post-war phase of India's struggle for freedom follow directly from the 
economic and political effects of the policies followed by British 
Impexialis~ ~towards India during the anti-fascist war. The Indian 
national movement had always recognised that the cause of its freedom 
\Vas ultimately bound up with the progressive and democratic forces 
which were opposing fascist aggression and drive for war. It offered, 
when war broke out, to play its part in the great struggle and demanded 
that India be freed for that purpose. The Tory imperialists who ruled 
Britain then were more interested in app·easing Japan, even after the 
disastrous results of appeasing fascist Germany were evident, than 
winning a free India as an ally. 
When this bankrupt policy of appeasement ended in a fiasco 
and the colonial administration collapsed like a house of cards 
before the advancing Jap armies, the Indian national movement 
again offered to defend India provided they were able to do so as a 
free people. The diehard imp·erialists put the leaders of the national 
movement in jail, released a reign of terror against the people, and 
sought to organise India's defence by intensifying the exploitation of the 
Indian masses and b·y baiting the profiteers. 
The British Government had made the hypocritically generous 
agreement with Indi~ that all the expenses of the Indian and British 
troops used outside the borders of India would be borne by Britain. 
But in actual practice the goods and services received by Britain on this 
account during the six years of war were not paid back either in goods 
or pound sterling but in Indian p·aper currency printed in India. 
This meant, on the one hand, tremendous expansion of note issue, 
inflation, a fantastic rise in prices and unconscionable profiteering by 
British and Indian capitalists. On the other hand, it meant an unheard 
of loot of the masses and lowering of the standard of living that has no 
parallel even in the history of colonial exploitation. Three and a half 
millions died in Bengal as a result of the man-made famine which was 
a direct result of this ruthless war-exploitation. Whole rural districts 
were laid waste, millions were rendered destitute, mass undernourishment 
brought in its wake a wave of epidemics, increasing the already high 
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death rate in India. The real wages of the working class and office 
employees was reduced by 20 to 60 per cent. 
As against this the Indian capitalists made fabulous p·rofits. In all 
industries the profit index rose from four to six times the pre-war figure. 
The actual industrial capacity of India did not increase during the war. 
The high profits were made by the intensive use of the existing industrial 
capacity and by fleecing labour and the consumers. These accumulated 
profits exist in the hands of the Indian capitalists in the form of rupees. 
They cannot be used by them for the independent industrialisation of 
India unless they are paid the sterling debt which has accumulated in 
the hands of British monopoly capital as a result of the unpaid-for war 
expenditure. This sum of blocked sterling is as big as 1,300 million 
pounds, which is even greater than the total British capital invested in 
India. 
Out of the colossal impoverishment of the toiling masses and the 
common people, consequent on the exploitation of the six years of war, 
and out of the extreme sharpening of the anti~imperialist and democratic 
consciousness of the masses, has arisen an unprecedented freedom 
upsurge of the Indian people. It embraces all sections, including the 
armed forces and the government and police services, as well as of the 
people of that part of India which is under the feudal autocratic rule of 
the Indian Princes, bolstered up by the British imperialists. 
This mighty freedom mass upsurge is the decisive feature of the new 
situation which determines, on the one hand, the plans and manreuvres 
of the British Government vis-a-vis India, and also the policies and 
counter-manreuvres of the leaderships of the national movement. 
The British Government faced with this rising mass revolt are adopting 
the familiar imperialist manceuvre of offering to recognise the formal 
'' independence '' of India~ V¥'hile retaining the real economic and military 
control in their own hands. 
They are seeking to draw the rising bourgeoisie which stands behind 
the leaderships of the National Congress and the Muslim League, the 
two main pop11lar parties of the country, to co-operate with themselves 
and their Princely allies against the Indian masses. This is the strategy 
behind the constitutional plan, which the British Government has put 
forward for India through its Cabinet Mission to India (May, 1946). 
But the constitutional plan put forward by the British Government in 
May last, as it has revealed itself through their successive declarations, 
is not one of handing over po\ver to the Indian people. It is a revised 
a,nd a masked version of the imperialist constitutional plan of 1942, 
which was based on a retention of the Imperialist stooges, the Princes, 
on the one h~nd, and the perpetuation of Hindu-Muslim differences on 
the other, so that decisive power should rest finally with the British 
Imperialists. 
The plan itself, sharpened at every stage the main cleavages inside the 
Indian freedom movement, viz., the conflict between the Congress and 
the League, and the conflict between the upper class leadership and the 
masses, and precipitated fratricidal clashes and conflicts which disrupted 
the growing freedom upsurge. 
The National Congress is the premier national organisation of 
India, enjoying the support of the great majority of the Indian p·eople of 
all communities, including a minority of the Muslims. It has the traditions 
of having built the fighting mass independence movement. 
It envisages a constitution based on democratic principles, and a social 
order based on justice and equality, affording equal opportunities for 
all and full protection of cultural rights to the minorities. 
The separate organisation of the Muslims of India on a communal 
basis has come about because of an unequal economic and political 
development of the different parts of India. Muslims in the majority 
areas lagged behind, and the rivalry that grew between the middle class 
elements of the Hindus and the Musl~s for jobs, etc., was successfully 
used by Imperialism to foster division on a communal basis. 
The failure of the c ·ongress leadership, during the course of the 
development of the national and democratic movement, to draw in the 
Muslim masses has resulted in this that the bulk of the Muslim masses 
are now organised behind the Muslim League, which though it claims 
to stand for the independence of India, continually diverts the freedom 
upsurge of its mass following against the Congress and the Hindus, instead 
of against lffip,erialism, by raising the slogan that in a free India the 
Hindu majority would oppress the Muslims. 
The Muslim League leadership, refuses to join the Congress in any 
joint effort for indepe.ndence unless its demand for Pakistan is conceded. 
On the other hand, it turns to imperialism and says if you grant independ-
ence to India you must partition off the area claimed for Pakistan and 
make a separate constitutional settlement with the League. 
The constitutional plan formulated in the State Paper of May, 1946, 
is not a plan settling Congress-League differences as was claimed but 
of inflaming them into a fratricidal conflict by raising rival hopes. The 
State Paper in so many words rejected the demand for Pakistan but 
conceded it in its practical proposals. It proposes a weak centre whose 
jurisdiction was to be confined to defence, foreign relations and 
communications. Below this were to be three governments, based on the 
compulsory grouping of the Muslim-majority provinces in the North-
east (Bengal and Assam) and in the North-west (Sind, Punjab, North-
West Frontier Province), and thirdly of the remaining provinces. 
In December last the British Government called the Congress and 
League leaders to London to settle the outstanding deadlock in the 
Interim Government and in the Constituent Assembly. The award given 
b·y the British Government at this conference declared the grouping of 
the p-rovinces to be compulsory. It also stated that: 
'' Should a constitution come to be framed by a Constituent Assembly 
in which a large section of the Indian population had not been repres-
ented, His Majesty's Government / could not of course contemplate 
forcing such a constitution upon any unwilling parts of the country." 
The London a ward unmasked the plan as one in which the final word 
rests with the British Government. It solved no deadlock. It encouraged 
the League in its obstructive tactics and sharpened the clash between the 
Congress and the League. 
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The latest Attlee ,Statement (21.2.47) places the coping stone on the 
:arch of equivocations built up by the successive statements and clarifi-
tcations of the British plan. 
It is not, as was put out, a new e:ff ort to bring the Indian Parties 
together by facing them with the reality that power is going to be 
transferred by June, 1948 in any case. It is a new manreuvre of creating 
:illusio11s which will further sharpen the conflict between the two parties. 
The Congress is promised immediate transfer of power either to a single 
•central government if it can win the League by making the concessions 
:about the grouping, or to that part of India in which Congress has a 
·majority. Tl1e League is promised transfer of power to the existing 
provincial governments if the Congress were not to concede its demands. 
The Attlee Statement almost instantaneously produced a new ghastly 
harvest of fratricidal war. The bait of transfer of power to ''existing 
provincial governments '' at once released a big scramble to convert the 
Punjab Unionist-Congress Ministry into a League-Unionist Ministry 
which precipitated the big clashes in Amritsar, Lahore, Multan and 
Rawalpindi. 
The communal riots which came as the direct result of ·the con-
stitutional plan and the manceuvres in connection with the same, drew 
a trail of fractricidal blood across the mounting joint freedom upsurge, 
which marked the first six months of 1946. 
The wave of communal rioting h·as deepened the breach that already 
exists in the front of tl1e liberation movement. It poisons the political 
atn1osphere and paralyses for the time the common struggle of the 
workers and peasants which is the only growing powerful force which is 
· seeking to bridge the gulf in the national front of freedom. 
When pop·ular ministries were formed in the provinces .by the Congress 
:and the League and when the Interim Government came into existence, 
they were enthusiastically greeted by the toiling n1asses in the towns and 
countryside and by the common people. 
But instead of passing minimum living wa·ge legislation, they introduced 
anti-strike legislation. Instead of curbing the profiteering capitalists, they 
allowed the bureaucracy and the p,olice a free run to suppress the strikes 
with bullets and lathis. In the strikes of 1946, the number of workers 
killed by police firin·g were 77, while over 600 were wounded and 
thousands arrested. 
This widespread repression has 1been launched by the imperialist 
bureaucracy, which exists intact both in the provinces and at the Centre. 
It is using the cover of the popular ministries and the C·ongress and League 
leaderships and their panic at the upsurge of the masses, to crush the 
Communist Party, which is heading the upsurge and is striving to rally 
the Indian people to forge a united front of the Congress, the Muslim 
League and the Communist Party, to break with the imperialist plan and 
to launch a united struggle for realising Indian independence. 
The Communist Party of India, which occupies the third place among 
the patriotic parties of the couritry, is a small but growing force in 
t he national liberation movement of India. Its strategic importance and 
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leading role in the ·growing mass upsurge arises from the fact that it is 
the main leader of the organised workers' and peasants' movement. 
With a membership of 65,000 (in 1946), it leads the All-India peasants' 
organisation (Kisan Sabha), which is over 700,000 strong. The student 
organisation under its leadership is 70,000 strong. It occupies a leading 
position in the All-India Trade Union Congress, which has a membership 
now of over 700,000. 
The Communist Party realises that the ·key problem of the independence 
struggle o.f India is that the mounting post-war freedom upsurge has to 
be given a united leadership so that the joint strength of the Indian 
people may be harnessed to achieving independence and carrying through 
the overdue democratic revolution right now so that this ancient land 
and its great people may rise to their full stature economically and 
politically to play their role in the .fight for world peace, democracy and 
Socialism. 
The Communist Party, leading the bulk of the organised workers and 
peasants, seeks to build the joint front of these three parties to lead the 
entire freedom-loving Indian people for the final struggle in the attain-
ment of national independen·ce. 
The Communist Party was the first to warn the people and the 
Congress and the League a·gainst the tricky in1perialist constit,utional plan, 
and characterised the plan as not a plan of freedom but of all-round 
disruption. 
On the occasion of the opening of the Constituent Assem,bly last 
December, when the interim Government, manned by the Congress and 
the League was already in office, the Communist Party put .forward a 
concrete proposal for forging a joint front to utilise the present interim 
government as an instrument for mobilising the forces for achieving 
independence. 
This proposal, which was placed 1be.fore the first session of the Con-
stituent Assembly by the only Communist member in that body, calls 
upon the Indian Members of the. Interim Govern·ment to assert their 
right to function as a free provisional government so that . i~ may 
immediately press forward to take the following steps: 
(a) Withdrawal of all British troops from Indian soil. 
(b) Taking over of banks, industrial and transport concerns, planta-
tions, mines, etc., owned by British capital and to nationalise them. 
(c) Take steps to secure international recognition and enter into 
diplomatic relations with other countries on the basis of ·equality. 
(d) To negotiate a treaty with Britain on the basis of the independence 
of India, equality and mutual co-operation. 
The resolution called upon the Indian National Congress and the 
Muslim League to resolve their differences on the question of Indian 
unity and Pal(istan by the vote of the people through the democratic 
application of tl1e principle of National Self-Determination, and not by 
reliance on the bankrupt proposals of the State Paper of May 16. 
The resolution called upon the Constituent Assembly to take immediate 
steps to bring the so-called Indian States, now under the absolute rule of 
the feudal autocrats, in line with the democratic development of the rest 
of India. It called for the immediate formation of popular interim 
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governments in these States so that they may proceed to convene a 
Constituent Assembly in their own respective States, to frame a 
democratic constitution, to decide the f.uture status of the ruler and to 
decide whether the State or its corresponding part, as the case may be, 
merges in the adjoining province of India, having the same nationality 
as its own. 
There is no reason. why the Congress and the League cannot get 
together, to transform the present Indian Interim Government into an 
instrument of winning Indian independence by June, 1948, if they adopt 
the ·programme which our Party has put before them. 
10ur Party gives the \fullest support to the Congress and the Interim 
Government in the steps and measures they have taken in the direction 
of that programme. Our Party supports the Muslim League, and elements 
in it, in every measure they take for getting together with the Congress for 
joint action against imperialism. 
The immediate situation in India is frau·ght with the gravest danger of 
disruption for the co·mmon move.ment of liberation. 
The positive element in the situation remains the mighty revolutionary 
upsurge of the Indian masses thirsting for freedom, land, bread and 
democracy. The main drivin·g force behind this is the worsening 
economic condition. 
In the last eighteen months after the war, the working-class .cost of 
living index has gone up by 15 per cent, the prices of cloth and other 
necessaries are rising, while wag~s are not being increased. 
India is 4,000,000 tons of food short in the opening months of 1947 
and grain ration ·cuts are being im·posed. 
Owing to the closing down of war establishments, lack of capital goods 
to build new industries, unemployment and wage cuts are facing the 
workers and employees. 
The perspective is of greater extension of the strike stru·ggles, extension 
of the struggles of the tenants and share-croppers, as in the United 
Provinces, Bihar, Bengal and the South. In the Indian States a new round 
of struggles of the States' people for freedom is opened up as has been 
clearly shown by the struggle of the Kashmir people early in 1946. In 
the Indian States the pre-conditions have matured for an· anti-feudal 
revolution. The masses of the States' people having shed their fear of 
the ruling authorities are advancing to change the old social order with 
their bare hands. 
The Communist Party knows that the partial struggles of the workers, 
employees, peasants and students, which it is leading, will not lead to the 
f orgin·g of a Congress-League joint front for the \Vinning of independence, 
unless the ·C·ommunist Party comes out everywhere as a force fightin·g 
a~gainst the fratricidal riots, unless it conscientiously fights back the efforts 
being made to isolate it. 
The Indian Party has considerable achievements to its credit in the 
heroic and self-sacrificing work, which its members ·and supporters have 
done in Bengal and Bihar in fighting back the riots. They have fought 
back cowmunal riots by forming propaganda squads, relief parties, joint . 
Hindu-Muslim vol·unteer corps to smash the provocateurs. 
SimilarRy, the Communist P·arty is taking the ·greatest care to see that 
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the working-cl~s and peasant stru·ggles it leads are backed by the 'olid 
unity not only of the 1Workers and peasants but that they get the mass 
support ,from the ranks o,f the middle-class supporters of the Congress and 
the League. It is rousing with growing success the ranks of the Congress 
and the League against the disastrous repression launched by their 
respective ministries against the workers' and peasants' movements. 
The Communist Party dra1ws its strength from the fact that it leads the 
mighty strike wave of the Indian workers and widespread peasant actions 
against landlordism and from the fact that it is playing an important 
role in develo·pin·g the struggles of the people in the Indian States for 
freedom and democracy. 
It draws its strength from the fact that it has a practical plan for 
achieving the joint front of the main patriotic parties of our country, for 
winning independence and solving the internal problems by democratic 
means-a plan that is gathering support. 
It draws its strength from the fact that the British Communist Party is 
in a position to make a decisive bid for rallying the broad ranks ot 
British Labour who are awakened by the present economic crisis and are 
alarmed at the new plans of American imperialism .for 1world domination, 
for a break with Bevin's policy of an Anglo-American ·bloc. 
About a hundred years a·go Marx prophesied : . 
'' The Indians will not reap the fruits of the new elements of society 
scattered among them by the British bourgeoisie till in Great Britain itself 
the new ruling classes will have been supplanted by the industrial 
proletariat· or till the Indians themselves shall have grown strong enougl1 
to throw off the yoke altogether." 
Today the time is come when Marx's prophesy can be realised in ·a 
somewhat different way. The joint efforts of the c ·ommunist Party o± 
India, ·forging the unity of the Indian national liberation movement, on 
the one hand, and of . the Communist Party of Great Britain, ·acting in 
collaboration with the broad masses of the British La·bour movement and 
ending the reactionary imperialist policy ·of its present leaders, can make 
the independence of India a fact within a year. 
IRELAND 
By W. McCullough 
I RELAND is a small country. But it is rich in the history of struggle for national independence. Furthermore, Ireland occupies a unique position as far as its relationship with imperial Britain is concerned. 
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Ireland is partitioned. Composed of 32 counties, of which six in the 
north-east are governed in major politics by Westminster, and th~ other 
26 counties are completely independent of Britain. 
The Northern Ireland Government, led by Sir Basil Brooke, is Tory, 
and has been Tory since its inception in 1921, when partition was first 
introduced. Its policy is the policy of the extreme right wing of the 
British Tories. 
Its leaders are associated with big business in Northern Ireland and 
British monopoly interests. 
The Southern Ireland Government, led by Mr. De Valera, represents, 
in the main, small business interests and a section of big business interests. 
What are the present-day policies of the two Governments in Ireland? 
An unbridled campaign is being conducted, mainly under clerical direc-
tion, but with the support of the Anglo-Irish bourgeoisie, to force Ireland 
into the anti-Soviet camp of the Anglo-American imperialists. 
This campaign uses every slander against the new democracies in 
Europe, supports the Franco regime, and every section of the American 
and British Governments directed against democratic Europe. Religion 
is used as the major weapon in this campaign. 
The De Valera Government adopts a servile and cowardly attitude to 
this imperialist propaganda, and, in fact, accommodates itself to the drive 
of reaction. 
The Labour Party does nothing to oppose this campaign. It occupies 
itself entirely with social questions. The Communist Party and the forces 
following its lead wage a struggle against all attempts to force the Irish 
Government from the path of an independent Irish policy into an Anglo-
American bloc. We proclaim that the true policy of the Irish people is 
the establishment of friendly relations with the new democracies in Europe 
and with the U .,S.S.R. We demand that De Val era resists the reactionary 
pressure from within the country and breaks with every semblance of 
subservience to the imperialists of the United States and Britain. Only 
in this way can Ireland continue the best traditions of its fight for 
independence, and can the social aspirations of its workers and peasants 
be realised. 
I would here like to say a word or two in relation to the border. The 
border is not only a division which has a very retarding effect on the 
political development of the people. In so far as it prevents the free 
association, for instance, of the industrial workers of Northern Ireland 
with the southern workers, who, as stated, are mainly agricultural, it 
prevents the free exchange of ideas and demands of mutual interest. It 
also has a tremendous effect on the trade and commerce of the country. 
In Northern Ireland two-thirds of the population owe their allegiance 
to the Protestant religion. Today a very large section of the workers 
are organised inside the Orange Orders and honestly believe that the 
Orange Orders -are the only weapon they have against the reactionary 
papal clericals. One of their main slogans is the fight for civil and 
religious liberty, and it is a slogan which we could give full support to. 
What is our approach to the Protestant workers of Northern Ireland? 
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. ·our fight is again~t the monopoly interests of Northern Ireland, as repre-
sented by the Unionist Party-the Government in Northern Ireland. We 
have got to win the working class and th~ Protestant masses away from 
the influence of the Tory leaders. We must, therefore, in Northern 
Ireland, face up to the problems in a sharp manner \Vith the Protestant 
workers and face up to the demands they raise. It is only as the res.ult 
of long years of experience that we decided that it is necessary for us to 
get a more popular approach to the Protestant workers on Northern 
Ireland to partition. We bring out how unemployment and poverty 
largely result from the failure to develop the economy of the country. 
A different situation exists in relation to the approach in Southern 
Ireland. Here the situation is extremely favourable for the question of 
partition to be raised in the sharpest possible form. 
The Brooke Government in Northern Ireland, representing Tory 
monopoly interests, is the greatest obstacle to the removal of Irish 
divisions and the friendship between the British and Irish peoples. Our 
Party conducts a struggle against the Brooke Government and in the last 
Parliamentary Elections for Northern Ireland polled 12,500 votes in three 
constituencies, \Vhile the combined votes of the Labour, Communist and 
other opposition forces more than equalled that of the· Government. In 
the local government elections, the Labour movement made progress in 
the city of Belfast and throughout the countryside. This despite the fact 
that constituencies are gerrymandered in the Tory interests. 
Today there is a growing· movement of the working class. Following 
the end of the war great mass actions have resulted on the question of 
wages and conditions of labour. Important strike successes have led to 
big wage advances for the workers in industry, transport, building and 
agriculture. 
Simultaneously with a drive for increased wages the Labour movement 
is conducting a fight for control of prices, for rapid electrification of the 
country, further extension of the peat industry, extension of tillage 
farming and the break up of the grazing ranches for this purpose. We 
advocate an increase of exports for the British markets to enable us to 
buy much-needed industrial equipment, and by these measures lay the 
basis for much greater production and a prosperous economy. 
Our policy is aimed to bring about a strong united labour movement 
which, in alliance with the working farmers and progressive forces, will 
provide the country with a Government which can direct it along the 
path of a_dvance to socialism. 
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MALAYA 
By Wu Tian Wang 
F ASCIST J apai1 launched her aggressive war against the southern regions of Malaya on December 8, 1941. Our Party at once called for a defence of the country at all costs. To facilitate the general 
mobilisation of the Malayan peoples for · the defence of our country, we 
demanded that the British Government should recognise the democratic 
rights of the Malayan people without delay. But the British Government 
a.gain failed to accept our Party's proposals. 
So our Party was forced to prepare independently to struggle to the 
last man against the Japanese fascists, relying on the united strength of 
the entire nation. The second Central Executive Committee meeting of 
the Party decided to organise the people's anti-fascist struggle by 
mobilising the masses and exhorting Communist members to be prepared 
to sacrifice their lives at the battle fronts. The Party simultaneously ordered 
every Communist member who remained behind enemy lines to organise 
guerilla warfare. 
We organised the Malayan Peoples' anti-Japanese Army of ten tho11-
sand strong. We fought the Japanese occupation forces relentlessly in the 
tropical jungles, countryside and even in the princip·al cities where the 
Japanese garrisons were stationed. Hundreds of our comrades died of 
malnutrition, beri-beri, malaria and other sickness in the Malayan tropical 
jungles. Hundreds of them died in action, including the wounded when 
medical attention was lacking. And hundreds more died in Japanese 
prisons, after they were tortured for months on end, after their eyes were 
dug out, fingers chopped off and their skins fleeced _ by the brutal Japanese 
fascists. · 
In December, 1943, the Central Committee of the Party sent Comrade 
Chang Hong as the Party's representative to conclude a military pact with 
the Allied forces, following upon which the Party made further prepara-
tions for the general mobilisation of Malayan manpower and material 
resources to co-ordiaate with the Allied co11nter-off ensive against the 
Japanese fascists. 
During our four years' struggle against the Japanese fascists, we were 
not weakened by the· enemy in the least. On the contrary, our Party not 
only frustrated the repeated attempts of the Japanese fascists to smash 
us, but also strengthened and matured. 1"foday, the total strength of the 
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Party has increased five-fold. We have also succeeded in nurturing 
11undreds of revolutionary heroes and leaders. 
But, what is the reward to the Malayan peoples after British re-occupa-
tion? Nothing but a re-imposition of colonial rule. Having just survived 
the terrible exploitation and oppression of the Japanese fascists, they were 
told that the Japanese military script-for which they had been compelled 
to exchange all their valid currency-would not be valid. Not a cent of 
compensation was paid. Thousands of families were reduced to destitution 
over-night, and, to avoid starvation, thousands more were compelled to 
hire themselves out as cheap labour for the tin and rubber plantations. 
Instead of rescuing the starving population by importing and issuing 
consumer goods, the Government was solely pre-occupied with the task 
of re-establishing British investors. An example of this was the severe 
neglect shown towards the plight of local rubber producers. Already hard-
hit by the ravages of war, these local producers were comp·elled to sell 
to the British Rubber Purchasing Unit at the Unit's own price of 35 cts. 
per lb.-which in terms of the purchasing power of the post-war period, 
is 80 per cent less than the pre-war price. 
The immediate result of this economic policy was and still is, starvation 
for the people, unemployment, scarcity in consumer goods (both imp·orted 
and home-produced), a fierce black-market and general unrest. 
* * * * 
Soon after liberation, the Malays, Indians, Chinese and Eurasians, 
representative of working class, wage-earners, middle class and even 
professional men-formed themselves into political organisations to 
struggle for freedom from colonial domination. Though varying in a 
number of respects, all these political bodies were agreed on the one 
undeniable resolve-the end of colonialism. 
Sensing the new threat to their vested interest, and to their strategic 
hold upon the Far East generally, the British Government began to devise 
methods of meeting the new threat. 
On January 19, 1946, M.P.A.J.A., Ex-Service Comrades' Associations, 
trade union headquarters, and the premises of the New Democratic Youth 
League in Kulai and Senai were raided by a big p1osse of police and 
military. Several arrests were made, and their release was only effected 
after vigorous protest and the launching of the Pan-Malayan protest 
demonstration that involved more than half of the entire pop·ulation. 
Meantime, the British Military Administration revived all the oppressive 
laws that existed before the war. The most notorious of these are the 
Banishment Enactment, the Sedition Ordinance, the Printing and 
Publishing Enactment and the Trade Union Enactment. Thus the most 
basic and elementary democratic rights were violated or curbed. There 
was and still is no freedom of publication, freedom of speech, freedom 
of organisation, freedom of assembly and freedom of demonstration. 
Thus, under the Sedition and Printing and Publishing Enactments, 
two Chinese dailies in the name of Shih Tai Jit Poh and Pai Ma Tao Poh 
were banned in October, 1945. The editorial and managerial staffs of 
the Shih Tai Jit Poh, including two of the proof-readers were arrested 
on the charge of sedition. The manager and editor-in-chief were 
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resp·ectively sentenced ·to seven years' imprisonment, while the others 
were sentenced to four years and one and a half years respectively, 
Hundreds of anti-fascist workers were arrested ·one after another and 
sentenced to various terms of imprisonment, just because they dared 
to demand freedom of speech, rally and demonstration. Even members 
of the disbanded M.P.A.J.A. were indiscriminately apprehended under 
all sorts of pretexts. 
On February 15, 1946, when more than two hundred civilians in 
Singapore held an open-air meeting in commemoration of the thousands 
of Malayan people wh·o fell victims to Japanese atrocities or sacrificed 
their lives in the course of the resistance movement. These people were 
deliberately fired at by armed police. In J ohore State, peaceful 
p-rocessions were similarly dealt with by the military. The offices of the 
Communist Party, Sin,gapore Federation of Trade Unions and the New 
Democratic Youth League were raided and searched. Ten popular leaders, 
including several leading trade unionists and the chief editor of the New 
Democracy Press of Singapore were banished despite repeated protests 
and mass petitions for their unconditional release. The Singapore repre-
sentative of our Party, Comrade Lin Ah Liang, was sent~nced to two 
years' rigorous imprisonment. · 
In short, we in Malaya do not enjoy freedom of organisation, freedom 
of speech~ let alone freedom of assembly and freedom of demonstration« 
Permits issued by the Commissioners of Police must be obtained to hold 
a public 1neeting or stage a demonstration, and applications for such 
permits rr ~ust be sent in at least ten days prior to any public meeting 
or demonstration, otherwise any public meeting or demonstration if 
declared illegal. More often than not permits are .not granted at all. 
The policy of the British Government of Malaya towards the Labour 
Movement is one of disruption and restriction; and the role played by 
the so-called trade union advisers is that of a pukka white sahib 
loyally carrying out the British administration's set policy. To 
convince you of my allegations, I will now quote a few passages 
from the Trade Unions Enactment which is now in force. Paragraph 10 
of the Enactment under the subject ''Registration'' reads as follows: 
'' The funds of a registered trade union shall not be applied either 
directly or indirectly in payment of contributions to any political party 
or for any political purpose.'' 
Also, the Governments of both Singapore and the Malayan Union 
have prohibited Government employees from joining trade unions other · 
than those sponsored and controlled by the Government authorities, and 
in order to facilitate the growth of these controlled trade unions, the 
Governments are providing them with all sorts of facilities such as 
trade union premises and other forms of encouragement. 
The Government refuses to recognise the legal status of the Pan-
Malayan Federation of Trade Unions, which has more than 450,000 
labourers of v·arious nationalities affiliated to it through their respective 
unions. Although it has 1been recognised by the World Federation of 
Trade Unions and affiliated to it as early as September~ 1946! 
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On January . 24, 1946, the Labour Government promulgated the 
White Paper on Malaya. As it failed to accede self-government to the 
Malayan peoples, the attainment of which is the gist of our Democratic 
Programme, our Party followed its prom·ulgation with a comprehensive 
statement criticising its serious drawback. The Secretary-General of our 
Party, Comrade Wright, put forward the following concrete proposals for 
the democratisation of the White Paper on Malaya: 
1. The establishment olf unified self-government for the whole of 
Malaya with Singapore as the centre of economic and administrative 
control. 
2. The framing of a unified democratic constitution for the whole of 
Malaya, wjth written laws safeguarding the people's right to freedom of 
speech, freedom of publication, freedom of organisation, freedom o.f 
assembly and p·ublic meetings, freedom of strikes, freedom of demonstra-
tions, freedom of conscience and the inviolability of the individual. The 
democratic constitution should safeguard and promote national economy 
and culture of Malaya, stipulate Malayan citizenship on the basis of 
absolute equality so as to qualify all domiciled peoples in Malaya above 
18 years of age for Malayan citizenship. 
Then came the diehard ·Conservative Member of Parlia·ment, Captain 
Gammans, who, with close co-operation of the British authorities in 
Malaya, flirted with the reactionary group of Malay aristocrats in the 
United Malaya Nationalist Organisation. The British authorities in 
Malaya were also only too glad to grasp hold of such a golden opp·ortunity 
offered by initiating the formation of the so-called Twelve-Man Working 
Committee to deliberate on the drastic revision of the White Paper on 
Malaya. As the proceedings of this Twelve-Man Committee were entirely 
kept secret,. the sinister intention of the British authorities in Malaya to 
betray the original plan of the White Paper on Malaya and revive the 
1941 pre-war colonial system wa.s apparent. Our Party at once came out 
with a statement, denouncing the undemocratic procedure of the Twelve-
Man Committee and warning the Malayan peoples of the danger. 
After many secret negotiations, the colonial government extended sole 
privilege of constitution-making to the Sultans and the reactionary feudal 
clique. Not a single member of the public was represented. The outcome 
of these secret intrigues was the complete reversal of the original 
Paper proposals. Bad as the White Paper _proposals were, they at least 
promised a centralised Union of the nine Malay States and the Settlements 
of Penang and Malacca, thereby helping to a certain· extent the eventual 
unification of the various so-called British protected ·States. The White 
Paper had also promised a measure of elected representation to the State 
Councils, and although the form of election and the qualification for 
election were not clearly stated, there was at least some indication of 
concession to popular demands. · 
rhe young but vigorous Malay Nationalist Party, rwith its total member· 
ship of 100,000 strong, and by far strongest mass p~rty of the Malays, 
· came out emphatically against the secret deliberation of the Twelve-
Man Committee. 
The Malayan Democr~tic Union, · being the newest political party, 
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\vhich in the main is composed of progressive professionals, intellectuals 
and liberal national bourgeois, also vigorously condemned the Twelve-
Man Committee and its secret deliberations. The Pan Malayan Federation 
of Trade Unions, the Pan-Malayan Democratic Youth League, which are 
respectively affiliated to the World Federation of Trade Unions and the 
World Federation of Democratic Youth also condemned them. 
The official release of the New Constitutional prop·osals has served as 
an impetus to the vigorous activities of the Pan-Malayan Council of Joint 
Action. Throughout the length and breadth of the country resolutions 
pledging full su·pport to the Pan-Malayan Council of Joint Action were, 
and are still, being passed 1by numerous mass organisations and communal 
bodies. 
Despite such significant developments, the British Government of 
Malaya continues to manifest its determination to stick to the reactionary 
new constitutional proposals by appointing a so-called Consultative Com-
mittee of ten men to be responsible for the collection of public opinion 
concerning the new constitutional proposals of the British Government. 
None of the members of the Consultative Committee belongs to any. 
political party, and most of them are either agents of foreign capital _or 
notorious '~yes-men'' of ·the British Govern·ment in pre-war days. 
The qualification for citizenship in the federation requires that nationals 
shall be able to write and speak Malay, alternatively, the English language. 
That simply means that a great majority of the Malayan people, other than 
the Malays, will be deprived of their right of citizenship. 
The 800,000 Malayans livin·g in Singapore, which is excluded from the 
Federation, are also deprived of their rights of citizenship. The outcome 
will be that five million people in Malaya will be divided into minute 
groups, thereby obstructing the growth of communal solidarity and 
national consciousness. 
The people of all communities have no right of participation in legis-
lation in the Government; the unofficial members of the Councils · are not 
elected by suffrage; and the Legislative Council, in reality, has no legisla-
tive power, so that full powers remain in the hands of the High 
Commissioner and the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
The Communist P~rty of Malaya therefore rejects the Government's 
Constitutional Proposals in their entirety, and supports the Pan-Malayan 
Council of Joint Action, because its three main principles are in accord-
ance with the democratic principles advocated by our Party. The three 
principles are : -
(a) A United Malaya inclusive of Singap·ore; 
(b) Responsible self-government through a fully elected Central 
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Legislature for the whole of Malaya; 
(c) Equal. citizenship rights for all who make Malaya their permanent 
home and the object of their undivided loyalty. 
This new imperialist technique will deceive no one except chronic 
puppets, who have nothing in common with the interests of the Malayan 
peoples. · Today, the Malayan peoples are fully aware of the new 
imperialist technique, and will not rest until the struggle for democratic 
representation, freedom and peace is fully rewarded. 
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Today, the Malayan peoples-comprising the major races of Malays, 
Indians and Chinese-are no longer the docile, passively-suffering slaves 
of imperialism and colonial rule. Based on the experience of their heroic 
resistance movement, they have organised into popular movements that 
work for racial unity to counteract the attempts of reactionary forces to 
8plit the solidarity of the people. The working class have organised them-
selves into a powerful trade union movement that numbers 400,000 
staunch supporters. Above all, they have organised into a popular 
movement for democratic self-government that has the ardent support 
of one million Malayans. 
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PALESTINE 
By S. Mikunis 
B EFORE I begin my report on the conditions and problems of Palestine, I should like to make a statement on the latest terrorist 
acts of the lrgun. 
These acts provoke a tension between the Arabs and Jews and enable 
the colonial administration to strengthen its repressive measures against 
the people and to maintain its imperialist hold over them. They are also 
an indirect aid to the anti-Semitic, anti-working class circies in England: 
These enemies of the working class utilise the justified bitterness of the 
masses of the Yishov against the colonial rule and pretend to be waging 
an anti-imperialist battle. Their true character is revealed, however, by 
their reactionary political plans to turn Palestine into a Jewish state, and 
the methods they use to achieve their ends. By their policy and methods 
of fighting, the terrorists help to strengthen the imperialist rule. 
Palestine is ruled by Great Britain on the lines of a Crown Colony. 
After 29 years there is no legislative or executive institution. All the power 
is vested in the High Commissioner. The executive is composed entirely 
of Colonial .officials. Palestinians are excluded from all higher administra-
tive posts. 
The principal economic positions of the country are in British hands, 
such as the Dead Sea and electricity concessions, oil !'"efineries and pipe 
lines, insurance companies, large banks. No tax is levied on the Potash 
Company, nor has the Company to pay custom duties on imports The 
Oil Refinery of Haifa is exempted from all payn1ertt of cust0m duties. 
Monopoly concessions have been granted to Iraq Petroleum Company, 
and to the Trans-Arabian Oil Company. These concessions include the J 
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right-free of royalties, taxes, import duties or other payments, charges or 
compensation-to lay pipelines, to expropriate land, to seize any wood, 
water, etc., to imp.ort cheap labour, to_ keep their ow.a police force, etc. 
Capitalist and industrial development was accelerated by the war 
amongst Jews and Arabs alike, although not with the same tempo, and 
led to an increased proletarian development. The '' Histadrut '', in which 
are organised about 7 5 per cent of the Jewish workers, now has a 
membership of 163,000, the majority of whom are wage workers. The 
Arab trade unions which were only founded in 1942, have around 20,000 
members, most .of whom are organised in the Arab T.U.C., which is 
· . recognised by the World Federation of Trade Unions. 
Inflation, the high cost of living, the low standard of wages, the lack 
of labour legislation and protection for the workers, and the incessant 
attempts of the employers to reduce the worker's standards still further, 
force the working class to wage a bitter struggle for its existence and 
organisation. Where Arabs and Jews work together this struggle is often 
accompanied by the struggle for equal pay for Arab and Jewish workers-
against the '' racial '' discrimination which is a common feature in our 
country. 
The great majority of the Arab peasantry live under inhuman con .. 
ditions, burdened with debts to usurers and estate ow11ers. Furlhern1ore, 
the thousands of tenants are obliged to surrender one third or more of 
their crops in payment for the use of land (share cropping). The 
problems of protective legislation for the tenant, of obtaining interest-free. 
loans, modern equipment, irrigation and f ertilisers-•111 tl1ese are as burn-
ing as they were before· the war. 
Our country is faced by the necessity to fight for its national liberation. 
National liberation for the Arab population can come only with the 
realisation of democratic liberties and of an independent rule of the 
country. The same goes for the Jewish population. There is no future for 
the Jewish community in Palestine under conditions of colonial rule. It is 
only the democratisation and independence of the country that can ensure 
free development, prosperity and security for the Jews and Arabs. Not-
withstanding the fostered antagonism between Arab and Jew, the two 
do not have contradictory interests. 
The most dangerous weapon in the hands of imperialism is the policy 
of ''divide and rule'' dividing Jews and Arabs. The contradictory 
promises made in the past to the Jews and Arabs have more and more 
become complicated as a result of several Enquiry Commissions with each 
recommendation contradicting the other. All this has fertilised the ground 
for an Arab-Jewish antagonism in Palestine. In this sinister work, 
imperialism is aided by Zionist chauvinist circles who are blind to the 
existence of the Arab people, and who proclaim that Palestine must 
become a '' Jewish State," and on the other hand by certain Ara'b 
chauvinists who are oblivious to · the new . reality in the country and 
demand a '' pure '' Arab State. 
This situation forms a major obstacle in our country and under these 
conditions, the Communists are mobilising the workers and the masses 
67 
of the people for a common understanding and Jewish-Arab co-operation 
on democratic foundations, on the basis of a progressive policy which 
takes into account the interests of Jews and Arabs alike. Our plan aims 
to frustrate the imperialist schemes through the joint efforts of Arabs 
and Jews in a common fight for the freedom of the country, for its 
complete independence. 
Broader and broader sections of the population begin to realise that 
the supreme national interest of Arabs and Jews alike, is an independent 
and democratic Palestine, because only such a Palestine can guarantee the 
f11ll equality and civic rights and the equal opportunities for all. It 
means-the withdrawal of British troops, the ending with monopolies 
which exploit the people ar1d deprive them of any facilities to build up 
a National economy of, and for, their own. 
The growth of the progressive forces among Arabs and Jews, the 
social changes in both communities and the events of the past year, 
create the preliminary conditions for such a reconciliation. It is a well-
known fact that thousands and thousands of Arab and Jewish workers 
carried out in complete solidarity successful struggles for their common 
demands amidst the events of the past year. At the same time, the 
endeavours of the imperialists and their agents to bring about bloodshed 
between Arabs and Jews, have not succeeded, as a result of the growing 
understanding among the masses of the two peoples. 
Any Arab-Jewish agreement must rest on the basis of the independen·ce 
of the country according to the fallowing plans : -
(a) Abrogation .of the British Mandate; evacuation of the British 
military forces; assistance of U.N.O. in establishing the 
independence of the country. 
(b) Independence of the country, a democratic regime and full 
equality of civic rights for Arabs and Jews. 
(c) The future Palestine State must be a democratic and independent 
Paiestinian state, which will ensure full and e-qual democratic 
rights for all the inhabitants of the country without difference 
of race, religion or sex. 
(d) Legislative guarantee of freedom of conscience, of speech, of 
organisation and of press, and the repeal of all Emergency 
Regulations. 
The key to the achievement of . this democratic agreement lies in the 
strengthening and unity of the progressive forces among the Jews and 
Arabs. 
Tension and uncertainty reign in Palestine. When Mr. Bevin declares 
he is for the transfer of the Palestine problem to the General Assembly of 
U.N.0. we feel suspicious. 
It is clear this is a new means of delaying a settlement and a move 
for winning time and creating new conditions for the achievement of 
old imperialist plans. The steadily deteriorating situation endangers 
peace, not only in Palestine but also in the neighbouring countries. The 
huge military base built up in our country greatly surpasses any needs 
even of a colonial army of oppression. The British manreuvres recently 
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held in the desert adjoining Palestine, where troops were made to fight 
an imaginary Red Army that had invaded the Middle East, give an 
additional clear indication that the Palestine problem should be treated as 
a matter of extreme urgency and there/ ore be brought to the i1nmediate 
attention of the Security Council. 
PALESTINE 
By E. G. Touma 
T HE destruction of fascism has not only weakened imperialism but has also discredited the old reactionary leaders in the national 
movements and contributed to drawing large masses of people to 
the democratic parties. These democratic parti~s now occupy leading 
positions within the various national movements in India, Iraq, Egypt, 
South Africa and P~lestine. 
This, however, should not blind us to the dan,gers which threaten 
the world and the progressive movement. American monopoly capitalism, 
greatly enriched during this war, is planring a new devastating war to 
break this great democratic upsurge which threatens its own existence. 
Already American imperialism has managed to infiltrate into China, 
Japan and the Middle East. It i~ even holding a threatening sword over 
Britain. 
Imperialism, whether British or American, has an interest in main-
taining Palestine. Not only for the oil terminal and concessions which 
are numerous but as a military reserve which could be used against 
the ·rising tide of the Arab National Movement and against the Soviet 
Union. 
The problem of Palestine concretely is a problem of independence. 
British and American imperialism stand in the way of this independence 
and plan schemes to weaken and destroy the Arab National Movement 
in Palestine. 
The problem is sometimes given prominence as a conflict between 
Arab·s and Jews and net as a conflict between the Arab people and the 
Jewish masses on the one hand and imperialism on the other. It is true 
that the fight against imperialism cannot be divorced from the fight 
against the Zionist movem·ent, but there should be a distinct lin~ between 
Zionism as represented by America and Britain and the misguided Jewish 
masses in Palestine who have a common interest with the people of 
Palestine. 
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The immigration question is sometimes misrepresented as the central 
issue in Palestine. This is not true. Immigration does stand in the way 
of mass co-operation of Arabs and Jews in an anti-imperialist struggle 
but it is not the issue in Palestine. The issue is that; the Arab people in 
Palestine are fighting for their independence, and that the Zionists 
followed by the masses of misguided Jews are not fighting for independ-
ence and against British Imperialism. 
Zionism has never prospered until it was adopted by British 
Imperialism. The J.ewish masses never supported the movement which 
was, and still is, a deviationary attempt to withdraw the Jewish masses 
from the democratic fight the world over. 
The clamouring of Zionists for the rescue of the Jewish displaced 
persons is another attempt to withdraw the Jewish masses from Europe 
and make of them a reserve for Imperialism in the Middle East. 
The Mandate and the Balfour Declaration have meant not only the 
political subjection of the Arab people in Palestine, but also· their 
economic and social under-development. 
The High Commissio·ner is the legislature and executive, and the people 
have no say in administration. Local Authorities are directly controlled 
by District Commissioners. 
Ever since 1919 the expenditure on security police and prisons has 
been 20-30 per cent ·of the total expenditure. 
Only 3 per cent of the total expenditure in 1944/45, namely £543,000, 
was spent on Health. 445 beds in 7 hospitals centred in the big towns 
serve the Arab population. 445 beds, together with a few beds in private 
hospitals, serve 381,690 persons living in the urban area and 721,580 in 
the rural area. The 800 Arab villages scattered over Palestine are served 
by 21 Government clinics, 41 Sanitary clinics and 38 infant and welfare 
centres which are not permanent. 
Expenditure on Education has always been around 4 per cent of the 
total expenditure. In 1944/45 £536,007 or 3.9 per cent was spent on 
education out of a revenue which totalled £18,000,000. This meant in 
actual fact that out of a total o.f 300,000 Arab children between the 
ages of 5-14, only 97,400 or 30 per cent were accommodated. The rest 
are either roaming the streets or sweating in hard labour. 
Agriculture which is the most important aspect of Arab economy . has 
been embarrassed by the Administration. 
" 
The Zionist occupation of land has meant the eviction of many Arab 
families an·d in consequence an overcrowding of cheap Arab labour in, 
central tov1ns. This explains why 110,000 Arabs out of an urban 
population of 381,000 still live in slums in 1947~ 
The scarcity of land has become also acute due to the Government's 
agrarian policy which aimed at unsettling and evicting the peasantry. 
The recent increase in taxation on land and cattle which amounted to a 
400 per cent increase on the latter is symbolic of Government policy. 
It is more scandalous when it is known that £20,000,000 worth of goods 
belonging mostly to oil concessions were exempted from paying import 
dues in 1946. 
British Imperialism has not only nieant the pa·uperisation of the 
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peasantry but also the obstruction of Arab economic development. 
In Palestine there are five ·major concessions operating besides the oil 
concession. The Palestine Potash Ltd., the Palestine Electric Corporation 
Ltd., and the Palestine Salt Company. These account for 90 per cent of 
the operating concessions and have strong connections with monopoly 
capitalism in Britain. 
Other industries are controlled by Zionist Capital. In 1944, there were 
1,907 Zionist concerns employing 37,773 Jewish workers with a capital 
of £12,094,000 and an output of £11,488,000. Arab industry has been 
unable to develop under such circumstances. It is considered that there 
are 1,558 non-Jewish industries, mainly Arabs, employing 8,084 workers, 
with a capital of £2,131,000. However, there are many industries which . 
are termed· Arab but which are actually foreign. 
Commerce is also controlled by Anglo-Zionist combinations. In 1944, 
Arab insured commodities totalled £1,951,700 while Anglo-Zionist 
combinations controlled £11,578,000 worth of insured commodities. 
The British Government has not only treated the Zionist capitalists as 
a privileged community, but also the Jewish worker, too. The average 
daily payments to unskilled workers in the Post and Telegraph Depart-
ments is 434 mils per day to Arab workers. and 534 mils to Jewish 
workers. 
The Arab people in Palestine struggled against the Mandate and the 
Balfour Declaration from the very beginning. The mass character of the 
movement was recognised by 1British investigators who arrived regularly 
during the last 30 years. 
Of course, the fight against the Mandate and against British Imperial-
ism could not be divorced from the fight against Zionism, immigration 
and land sales. The alliance between the two forces and the need to 
isolate the Jewish masses from Zionism and Imperialism could only 
· be waged correctly in this manner. 
The Arab National Movement for liberation is being slandered by 
reactionaries as anti-Semitic and anti-Jewish. 
This slander is worthy of reaction which had helpe~ Nazism in 
Germany. It is true that Arab-Jewish clashes have occurred but it i~ 
also true that these clashes were never characteristic of the liberation 
movement. 
The British Government had to admit after 1933 that the A·rab Libera-
tion Movement was anti-Government. • 
It is true, however, that the traditional national leadership had always 
one failure. It has never been able to take a positive attitude towards 
the Jewish masses as distinct from Zionism. This has been mainly due 
to Imperialist-Zionist intrigue and to- the privileged status of the Jewish 
community. It is true that the traditional leadership have always 
admitted the civil rights of Jews during the various negotiations with 
the British Government but it has never made a part of its objective 
to bring forward the need for Jewish assistance in the fight for liberation. 
This lack has, however, been supplemented by the left-wing of the 
national liberatio·n movement, of which the National Liberation League 
is the vanguard. 
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The National Liberation League, growing in numbers and influence 
. has always propagated the need of co-operation with the Jewish masses 
who must recognise that they have a permanent vital interest in fighting 
Imperialism, discrediting Zionism and co-operating with the Arab 
people fighting for liberation. 
I am very happy to say, and I speak in the name of the National 
Libera.tion League, that the results of this conference will be a step 
forward for the fight of both Arabs and Jews and for the fight of all 
democratic forces for a free, independent, democratic, Palestine, free 
from the intrigues and the intervention of American or British Imperial-
ism, which are planning to make the Middle East a bulwark of reaction, 
a reserve for manpower and a strategic fortress against the democratic 
forces led by the Soviet Union. 
The Independence of Palestine is not ·only necessary for the liberation 
and unity of the Arab world but is also essential for world peace. As 
long as the Arab world is the scene of imperialist exploitation and 
domination it will be also the scene of imperialist competition, which 
will mean war. 
This is the fight in which no people can stand neutral. The Arab 
people in Palestine with their long traditions of struggle against imperial-
ism have already chosen their role. They are certain that a close alliance 
with the working class and democrats of all countries will bring the~ 
freed om and democracy. The British people and the people of the 
Empire have a leading role to play in this fight. 
Arab-Jewish working class co-operation and the fight of the advanced 
progressive Jewish forces against Zionist terror which is spreading are 
new factors which will greatly help the anti-imperialist fight. 
SOUTH AFR I c ·A 
By D. Du Plessis 
T HE population of South Africa is approximately 11 million people made up as follows:-
Africans . . . . . . 8,000,000 
Coloured . . . . ·. . 7 50,000 
Indians . . . . . . 250,000 
Afrikaners . . . . . . 1, 100, 000 
English speaking . . . . 850,000 -
Only people of European descent can stand for election to Parliament. 
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All white men and women over 21 years of age have the right to vote. 
Coloured and Indian men in the Cape Peninsula have the vote provided 
they conform to certain property qualifications; they must live in a house 
where the municipal valuation exceeds £250. The 8.000,000 Africans have 
no vote and they are rep-resented by three Europeans, not by popular 
·vote of the people but only the individual Chiefs vote as representing the 
number 'of people in their respective Tribes. 
The main industries of South Africa, and incidentally al.so the biggest 
single employers of labour, are the Gold Mines and Agriculture. 
The gold mines employ approximately 42,000 white miners at an 
average wage of £1. 2s. 6d. and 39.3,000 African miners at an average 
of 2s. 5d. per day. 
The white miners employed in the gold mines are in the overwhelming 
majority Afrikaners. These were mostly driven off the land through 
poverty and the backwardness of agriculture and the lack of an internal 
market for their goods. 
The Government Year Book for 1938 gives figures; and says that t11e 
followiq_g compensation has been paid to white miners for t11berculosis 
and accidents during 1937-2,720 widows received pensions from the 
Chamber of Mines, at the rate of £4 18s. 4d. per month; 3,398 orphans 
received each £2 6s. 3d. per month, and 1,769 miners received £12 7s. 3d. 
per month each. 
The gold mines employ approximately 393,000 African miners. They 
are not only recruited from the Union of South Africa, but also from 
territories directly under the control of British Imperialism, and also 
under the Portuguese Republic. 
The Communist Party of South Africa says that the employment o.f 
Africans on the mines is done by a policy of vicious, barbaric slave_ry 
and we draw our conclusions from some of the following facts:-
1. The lack of industrialisation in the Union of South Africa minimises 
the scope of employment for African people. 
2. Due to tl1e fact that Africans have not been dr:iwn into skilled 
trades, they have remained a reservoir of unskilled labour. 
3. The poverty of "the people and the poor quality of the land has 
restricted these people from developing agriculture to a level where 
they could feed themselves. 
4. Lack of education, and where education exists, poor quality of this 
education has had the effect of keeping these people dependent upon 
the polic~ of British imperialism and Afrikaner capitalism. 
5. Complete lack of existence of any industries in the territories. 
6. High taxation of the Africans. 
7. The Pass Laws. 
All these factors have completely eradicated ·any chances of free 
development of these people. 
A book issued by the Chamber of Mines Gold Prod~cers Committee 
in 1946 gives statistics for a particular territory with a population of 
1,300,000, representing 260,000 family units of five. This territory has a 
total land area of 8,630,000 acres, or thirty-three acres per family. This 
includes land for homestead, arable land and grazing land. Due to the 
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poverty of the land, the poverty of the people, and the absence of a 
competent labour force due to recruiting to the mines, these people have 
been compelled to import approximately 350,000 bags of maize per season. 
This book shows figures for emigration of males seeking employment 
outside the territory between the ages of six and 19 years as 10 per cent. 
Between the ages of 20 and 49 years of age, 50 per cent. Forty-nine years 
and upwards, 1 ~ per cent. Thus this territory is robbed of its able-bodied 
men, leaving the development of agriculture to women, old men and 
children. 
In Basutoland, in 1937, no less than 33,130 passes were issued to the 
mines, 3,782 for agriculture, 14,433 for miscellaneous, making a total of 
95,000 men leaving for the Union of South Africa in one year. 
It must be noted that all these men recruited for the mines and agri-
culture were not allowed to take their families with them. They are 
segregated from their families completely for the period of their contract 
tern1 on the mines. It is also interesting to note that when a man signs a 
contract for the mines for 12 months, say on January 1, his 12 months 
do not finish on December 31. He is required to complete 365 shifts, 
which, if he loses no time through sickness, bring his year up to over 14 
months. 
The freedom of movement of the Africans is further restricted by a 
vicious system of pass laws. Any policeman can stop any. African man 
at any time of the day or night, at any place, in the street, on the railway 
stations, inside a shop, inside or outside a cinema, or even in his house, 
and ask him to produce his passes. And should one of these passes not be 
in his possession, then he is immediately arrested, carted off to the police 
station, where he is locked in a cell. 
In Pretoria, the capital city of the Union of South Africa, police have 
arrested as many as 2,000 people in one month for pass offences, and 
police have interrogated approximately 10,000 a month in connection with 
passes. 
Let us follow an African worker from the Reserves to the City in search 
of work, in which he will be forced to obtain the follo·wing passes:-
1. Travelling Pass. This is issued in the Reserves and Locations by the 
Commissioners in those areas. N·o man is allowed to leave his area of 
residence until he has obtained his permit. The pass is only made out to 
travel to a given destination. He cannot visit any other town on this pass. 
If it is for seeking employment, then immediately up·on his arrival at his 
destination he reports to the Commissio.ner in the new area, where he 
obtains a second pass. 
2. A Special Pass is then issued for a period of six days. He is sometimes 
compelled to wait for three days at this Pass Office before being issued 
with a Pass. If he fails to obtain employment within six days the pass is 
extended for a further three days. If he fails to find employment after 
these further three days, then he is given another Travelling Pass back 
to his home. And if he fails to return immediately he is arrested as a 
vagrant. 
3. In the event of his obtaining employment, he is issued with a Main 
Pass. This is then handed to the employer. He cannot leave the employ-
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ment until such time as the employer signs and hands this pass· back to 
him. 
4. If he wants to visit friends in the evenings after work, he is required 
to have a special Visiting Pass issued by his employer. · 
5. If he wishes to visit after 9 p.m., he is required to have a special Night 
Pass, also issued by his employer. 
6. If he is employed by a white farmer, then it is illegal for him to leave 
the employment unless the farmer issues him with a Trek Pass. 
7. If a man owns a little business and is not employed by anyone, he is 
issued with a Daily Labourer's Pass, for which he pays 2s. a month. 
8. Any African who wishes to enter Natal is required to have an 
additional Inward Pass. 
9. A person obtaining an exemption permit from a Commissioner is not 
required to carry any passes, .but if a policeman accosts him to produce 
the exemption permit, and it so happens that he has lost it or left it at 
home, he is immediately arrested, locked up in a cell at the police station, 
and appears before the magistrate the following morning. A worker 
can only obtain such a p·ermit after he has been in the continuous employ 
of the same employer for a period of not less than three years. 
10. A further permit is required by any African who wishes to enter or 
live in any Location. 
11. All African women who want to visit friends in the evening ·are 
required to carry a special pass issued by their employer. 
12. Lodger's Permit. Any African, whether he or she is single or married, 
who wishes to obtain board and lodging with another family must obtain 
a Lodger's Permit from the Location Superintendent. 
13. Beer Permit According to the Liquor Laws of South Africa it is 
illegal for a South African to possess any liquor, and should an African 
family decide to give a wedding or birthday party, they report this to 
the superintendent and apply for a permit to be in possession of beer for 
their guests. It is left solely to the discretion of the superintendent whether 
he grants this or not. In the event of his granting the permit it is for not 
more than four gallons. (Imagine. three or four hundred people sharing 
four gallons of beer.) 
14. Segregation Laws. It is illegal for Africans, Indians and coloured 
people to live in areas set aside for whites only. They are not allowed to 
walk in their parks, sit on benches or board buses, trams, taxis, enter cafes, 
cinemas, or meeting places reserved for whites only. 
Ap·art from any policemen having the right to stop any African any-
where and asking to see his passes, any railway official, before issuing a 
train ticket to an African, has the right to demand to see his passes. 
In order to bring home very clearly the viciousness of these pass laws, 
I give the following quotation from a summons issued against Mr. 
Morcken Phelane, which speaks for itself: '' ... the said accused being 
over the age of 18 years, and who is not bona fide working for his own 
account or who is temporarily unemployed, did wrongfully and unlawfully 
reside or be in the Brandf ort Location without being in the c·ontinuous 
bona fide and actual service of an employer within the municipal area of 
Brandfort." Mr. Phelane was fined £2 or 21 days' hard labour for this 
offence. I may add here that Mr. Morcken Phelane was the secretary of 
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two trades unions m Brand{ ort, secretary of the young Communisi 
League and chairman of the Communist Party. He was at the time of the 
issue of this summons living with his parents in the Location where he 
was born. He is still single and is 22 years of age, yet he is treated in the 
town of his birth as an illegal immigrant and an unlawful citizen. He was 
forced to leave Brandfort and is now somewhere in the Transvaal Province 
wandering from town to town, haunted day and night by the fear that he 
will be accosted by the police and arrested because he has no employment. 
Only trade unions where the membership is composed of white 
workers, Indians and coloured workers are recognised by law as legal 
organisations, and they can negotiate with the employers for improved 
C·onditions through the Industrial Conciliation Act. If any one of such a 
recognised, registered trade union accepts as a member of their union 
one single African member, then the whole union is outlawed by the 
Government, and the workers of that industry cannot then make use of 
the Industrial Conciliation Act in order to settle their disputes. 
l\.frican trade unions are completely ill~gal, and -vvhenever they have 
organised their trade unions, which the Government 11as been powerless 
to stop; the employers have completely ignored these bodies as if they did 
not exist. And due to this attitude of the employers the Africans have 
continuously come out on strikes. When such a strike occurs, the. employer 
merely phones up the police, who arrive on the scene armed with revolvers 
and clubs, and immediately proceed to break up the strike. If they do 
not succeed in breaking it up with their clubs, they open up fire and drive 
them back into their slave galleys under the existing conditions. These 
industrial disputes are treated as an uprising of the people against the 
State, and are suppressed in the most brutal manner. 
After the Government had succeeded in breaking up· the miners' strike 
by armed force, they then continued their persecutions by instituting police 
raids on Trade Union offices, newspaper offices and Party offices right 
through South Africa; then arresting the Johannesburg District Committee 
of the Communist Party, charging them with sedition and aiding and 
abetting in the strike; found them guilty of aiding and abetting, then 
proceeded to arrest our Central Executive Committee, which included 
75-year-old Comrade Bill Andrews. 
This attack upon the Party is an act of lawlessness on the part of the 
United Party who, behind the cover of Government authority, is using 
the State military machine to weaken its political opp·osition. But these 
attacks will not break our Party, it will strengthen it. Unite it with the 
masses of suffering work@rs and make us more determined to fight against 
this rule of terror and tyranny. 
* * • 
* 
When I travelled to England from South Africa I was at Mombasa 
when a general strike of transport workers was in progress. The British 
Government follows the same policy as that in South Africa of not 
recognising the African Trade Unions, with the result that when the 
strike broke out it was declared illegal, the standing army of Kenya was 
called in armed with Bren guns and driving in a circle around the strikers 
in armoured cars, trying to provoke ·the strikers and intimidate them and 
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drive them back to work without acceding to their demands. At Aden, 
another transport strike was in progress. After the police had made baton 
charges on the strikers, they opened fire on them in order to drive these 
people back to their previous conditions. 
Due to the fact _ that the Soviet Union and other progressive Govern-
ments are represented on the United Nations Organisation, it was possible 
for democrats of South Africa to draw the attent1on of tl1e whoie \Vorld 
very sharply to the malpractices of the South African Government in 
regard to Indian citizens living under its Government. It also gave us a 
chance effectively to struggle against the incorporation of South-West 
Africa as a fifth province into the Union of South · Africa. The decision 
of U.N.O. has put on trial and condemned in the eyes of democracy the 
South African Government and also those reactionary governments who 
supported Smuts at U.N.O. on the Indian question and South-West Africa. 
As a result of the _smashing def eat that the Smuts Government and other 
war-mongering nations received at U.N.O., the Communist Party in South 
Africa was attacked. The Communist Party of South Africa does not look 
upon the attack of our proud little party as a coincidence confined to South 
Africa. This must be taken in c~Jnjunction with the attacks on the Party 
in Canada, in China, India and oti1er countries where the imperialist press 
and its courts try to link up the Communist Parties of these countries 
as spy organisations of the U .S.S.R. They must be looked up·on and treated 
as an organised, well-planned international imperialisf plot against the 
working class of the world and against peace. In essence, Churchill's 
chauvinist ravings and Smuts' and the Americans' anti-Communist ravings 
are the same as the slogans used by ·Hitler and M~ssolini before the last 
World War. Those speeches laid down the future policy in the organisa-
tional field of imperialist countries. Therefore these attacks on the Com-
munist Parties and workers' movements by their respective Governments 
must be looked upon as the plan and practical application of this policy in 
order to strengthen reaction, nationally and internationally, and. to weaken 
and if possible destroy all organised opposition. 
Since the U.N.O. decision there have been marked tendencies in South 
Africa of a United Front or an amalgamation of the reactionary political 
bodies in South Africa such as United Party, Nationalist Party, Dominion 
Party and ·the fascist Ossewabrandwag, Grey Shirts and New Orderites, 
under the banner of saving Western civilisation. And in view of the 
fact that the South African Labour Party has smashed itself, by its 
bankrupt policy on Socialism, there will remain in South Africa the 
reactionary bloc on the one side and the Communist Party and National 
Liberation movements on the other. This is a factor of international 
importance due to the strategic position of Africa. The importance that 
the imperialist powers attach to the strategic position of Africa is shown 
by the fact that they are establishing military bases right through the 
continent, with national roads leading from one end to the other along 
the whole continent. We can, therefore, see that should these war-
mongers succeed in their policy of dividing the world into Eastern and 
Western blocs, that South Africa will play a very important part when 
this division is created between East and West. 
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SYRIA and LEBANON 
By Khaled Bagdache 
T HE policy followed by Britain in the Middle East has shattered all hopes which many had conceived after the election victory of the Labour Party. 
British troops now occupy most countries in the Middle East, 
Egy1pt, Iraq, Transjordan and Palestine. These countrjes are now a 
huge military imperialist apparatus. Nevertheless, there is one salient 
failure in this apparatus. Syria and Lebanon, our country, is ~ot within 
this apparatus. We here represent the countries responsible for this 
salient failure. We represent countries which no longer have any military 
occupation or imperialist regime and which do not form part of any 
empire. 0ur countries are two independent republics and permit us to 
declare ·before the 1world that we are resolved to safeguard the indepen-
dent Republic and mairitain the pocket of resistance without any 
hesitation. 
This policy, which aims at consolidatin·g the yoke pf slavery on the 
Arab people, and suppressing their struggle for freedo·m and democracy, 
has failed in the past, but I also say today th·at there is no indication 
that this policy will succeed in future. It is not easy to suppress the 
Ara1b peo1ple. They are an ancient people, long fighters for national 
freedom; and I can even say that national strugglt? h~s become a tradition 
and a custom with them. They are ·accustomed to offer martyrs and 
they will continue to follow this path. 
The working class in the West and their Communist vanguard have 
understood the stru·ggle of the Arabs and it is because o.f this that in 
this Conference which is being held in London and which represents the 
best sons of the oppressed peoples looking for freedom and indepen-
dence, we desire to cheer yoiu in the name of all the Arab masses for your 
continued support and for your exposure of imperialist propaganda, 
which has always attemipted to slander our stru·ggle. 
We cheer, too, the great French Communist Party, the Party of Thorez 
and Cachin, which has always been in the vanguard of those who have 
supported us and has given an immortal example in faithfulness to our 
Co1nmunist principles, the principles of freedom and the ri,ghts of all 
peoples. 
Stalin says the road to peace and freed om in the w9rld lies in the 
united front between the working class movement in the West and the 
national movement in the colonial oppressed countries. Thus there can 
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be no misunderstanding as reg·ards our relations, ·We Communists in the 
oppressed countries and our comrades in the West. Every success they 
achieve in the struggle a·gainst the forces of reaction in their countries 
is in the interests of our national liberation movement and every success 
we achieve in the national liberation movement is in the interests of 
our struggle for socialism. 
C·omrade Dutt has explained the new conditions of the world after 
the war, and the upsurge of the national movements which have made it 
difficult, even impossi1ble, for in1perialism to suppress the colonial people 
by the old methods. Imperialism is looking for new methods and this 
explains the present policy in the Middle East. The Anglo-Iraqi pact 
of 1930 permits Britain to possess aerodromes near B·asra and near 
Bagdad, together with a united armed force. But British forces now 
occupy all Iraq in contravention ·of the pact itself. British advisers 
are spread all over the State departments and the most important 
economic resources, such as the railways, are under complete British 
management. The railways management has followed the most 
reactionary policy against the workers and has prohibited the organisa-
tion of free trade unions and has victimised all trade unionists who dared 
oppose it· by arrest, expulsion and imprisonment. 
This British control, which covers all the economic resources of Iraq, 
is ·being used to encourage reactionary elements and impose puppet 
·governments which include the most hated elements in Iraq, such as 
Nuri-el-Said. These governments have been responsible for sup·pressing 
democracy, banning newspapers, dissolving trade unions and ·victimisin·g 
national democrats, including m·any Communists now in prison. 
In Transjordan the conditions are not ·better. You have heard the 
message su1bmitted by the National Democrats ·of Transjordan to this 
Conference. There are tens of thousands of British fore es in a country 
which h·as only 300,000 inhabitants. This force is supplemented by a 
so-called Transjordan army which is led by a Britisher, Major Glubb. 
The Anglo-Transjordan Treaty of 1946 permits Britain to use all Trans-
jordan as a strategic base, and for this purpose allows a permanent 
military occupation. 
Imperialists have hailed this pact as an end to the mandate and the 
be·ginning of a new independent ph·ase. This has not deceived anyone 
and the refusal of the United Nations Organisation to recognise this 
independence and accept Transjordan as a mem·ber is further evidence 
that no one was deceived. It is appropriate to mention that the British 
Exchequer is pledged to cover the deficit of King Abdullah's budget. 
This new pact is signed ,by a feudalist reactionary, King Abdullah, ,who 
governs the country. auto-cratically with no limitations rwhatsoever. The 
new Constitution leaves ·all a·uthority in the hands of the King. Ministers 
are res·ponsible to him. He has the right to negotiate treaties and draft 
laws, and do everything in the presence of British troops who sa.feguard 
his regime. 
The National Democrats in Transjordan, oppressed as they are and 
scattered all over Syria, are continuing their struggle for the evacuation 
79 
• 
of the troops, independence, abrogation of the pact, and the creation of 
a democratic regime, in their small country. 
Anglo-American imperialist policy, which is supported by Zionism, 
now aims at partitioning Palestine, and maintaining occupation, and 
thereby threatens peace in the Middle East, and is bound to maintain 
perm·anent antagonism between Arabs and Jews. 
In Egypt, British policy is also attempting to· consolidate its domina-
tion by creating Joint Defence Committees, which will enable Great 
Britain to intervene in the internal affairs of Egypt; and to build up huge 
reserves of British forces with the pretence that there is a danger of 
war. This new treaty draft will force E·gypt to send its sons to fight 
with British troops outside Egyptian soil, although in the Treaty of 1936 
only communications were to be p11t under British military a11thority. 
All this manceuvring is part of the imperialist scheme to make Africa the 
main strat~gic base for British imperialism. This policy is not supported 
in Egypt, except by a handful of ·reactionaries and foreign ca·pitalist and 
c·ompany shareholders. The masses of the great Egyptian people total-
ling 18 million, with a working class totalling one million, refuses this 
imperialist policy and demands evacuation, independence and unity of 
the Nile. 
The imperialist C'hurchillian foreign policy which is being followed ·by 
the Labour Government is giving concessions, but not to the people who 
are the rightful legatees, but to American imperialism. The re-distribu-
tion of oil shares in the Middle East has meant that Britain has given 
part of its wealth to America; it has further been silent on A·merican 
penetration in Arabia, and has been forced to allow American oil com-
panies t<J lay pipelines from the Persian Gulf to the Mediterranean sea 
board. American imperialism now controls 40 per cent of the oil wealth 
in the Middle East. Further, there has been a re-distribution of export 
markets. The Syrian and Lebanese Press have published an official 
communique stating that the Brit1sh Government has notified the Govern-
ments· of Damascus and Beirut that it can no longer export coal to Syria 
and Lebanon because the right to export to these countries is for the 
United States only. 
Among the important imperialist schemes is the proposal of federation 
between Transjordan and Iraq, which has been rejected by the Iraqi 
people and the Transjordan democrats. Other sche·mes are the Greater 
Syria plan, and tbe Eastern Bloc plan, or rather the Turkish-Arab Bloc. 
The Greater Syria plan, which is supported and worked by King 
Abdullah of Transjordan, is an old scheme which was laid down by 
Nuri-el--Said in a·greement with the Zionist leader, Magnes, and supported 
by British in1perialism. This plan aims at fusing Syria ·and the Arab 
part of Palestine (if partition is achie\'ed) with Le~anon, or ·parts of it, 
together with the Transjordan kingdom under the royal throne of King 
Abdullah . . The purpose of the scheme is to close the Syrian-Lebanese 
pocket of resistance which has managed to escape the military apparatus 
of British imperialism in the Middle East. 
This plan will mean that the independence of the rep1ublics of Syria and 
Lebanon is destroyed and their return to the status of occupation under 
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a royal feudalist reactionary regime com·pletely subservient to British 
imperialism. It is necessary to mention that this plan would fulfil General 
Weygand's plan of making Syria and Lebanon a strategic base directed 
a·gainst the Caucasus, and would allow imperialism to cover the Turkish-
Syrian borders which would stretch a thousand kilometres from the 
Mediterranean to lra·q. All Arab circles in the Arab world, especially 
Syria and Lebanon, oppose strongly this plan, which the British Embassy 
in Damascus was forced to repudiate in an official communique. 
The Eastern Bloc plan, or rather the Arab-Turkish Bloc, aims at 
creating a link between the Saadab·ad pact signed by Iraq, Iran an~ 
Afghanistan and a new pact which would be formed between Turkey, 
Iraq, Lebanon and Transjordan. Already steps have been taken and the 
visit of King Abdullah to Ankara and the new treaty between Turkey and 
Transjordan will be the cornerstone of this plan. rhe leader of this 
plan is Nuri-el-Said, the present Iraqi Prime Minister, who visited Turkey 
last year, where he signed a draft Treaty which he has been unable to 
su·bmit to his council of Ministers or publish. The Iraqi people refuse to 
be drawn into such blocs and do not approve of a treaty which recognises 
the separation of Alexandretta from Syria. The people of Syria refuse 
to give up Alexandretta and refuse under any circumstances, · even 
independently of the Alexandretta question, any military alliance with 
Turkish reaction, which could only be directed ag·ainst the great Soviet 
Union, the friend of Syria and the Arab people, and their supporter in 
the struggle for evacuation, · independence and sovereignty. Turkish 
reaction, which is a traitor to the national interest of the people of Turkey, 
i_, now offering American and British imperialism its territory to be used 
for imperialist strategic purposes. -This policy means that the people 
of Turkey are carrying a heavy; unbearable burden and living under a 
fascist dictatorial regime. This further means the continuation and 
acceleration o.f the anti-communist campaign, which . has meant the 
imprisonment of trade unionists, intellectuals and authors, including such 
a great international poet, N azim Hikemet, who has spent eight years 
in jail. · 
Comrades, this is a ge,neral picture of the policy bein·g followed in the 
Middle East and the plans and blocs for which Anglo-American 
imperialism has worked without success till now. We from this platform, 
in the name of all national democrats, asl( why .are these schemes formu-
lated? Why are hundreds of thousands of troops concentrated in Iraq, 
Transjordan, Palestine and Egypt while the British people, as Comrade 
Pollitt . said, are living under an acute crisis in production d1:Je to shortage 
of labour? Where does the interest of the British people lie? 
The growin·g national movement in the Arab countries which is 
increasing and intensifying and which is bringing within the movement 
masses of · workers, peasants, small merchants, is drawing within its 
stream large sections of the Arab bourgeoisie. The Arab masses after 
this war have stepped forward from the path of national democratic 
consciousness, which is no longer a monopoly of narrow cjrcles of 
personalities. The masses have entered the national democratic move-
ment for liberation and can no longer be isolated from it. These masses 
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enter the national battle full of vitality and democratic, economic and 
political objectives. Thus in Egypt, besides the old national parties, new 
organisations representing workers and students are playing a great role 
in the general strug·gle. In Palestine, the new organisation is the National 
Liberation Leag·ue. In Iraq, a number of democratic mass parties, such 
as the National Democratic Party, the Peoples' Party, the Independence 
Party, the Liberal Unity Party, and the National Liberation Party, as 
well as the Iraqi Communists, are all active in political life without retreat-
ing before the 1black terror which they face. 
In Syria and Lebanon, tremendous democratic forces have come into 
the field, after .foreign occupation, including the trade union movement, 
which has opened new prospects before all the citizens to partake in the 
general fight for democracy and the well-being of the people who no 
longer accept a secondary status. This is why the Communist Parties 
in Syria and Lebanon have increased in influence and are now considered 
by all democrats as the vanguard of all democratic forces in the 
Middle East. 
The demands of the wide masses of workers and peasants are reflected 
in these movements which lay down in their ·programme the aims of 
raisin1g the standard of living, combating ignorance, poverty and illness. 
In general, they contain democratic demands for the openin·g of schools 
in towns and villages, for the development of industry and a·griculture 
and the raising of the standard of the people. These liberation move-
ments in the Arab countries are taking a national form. The attempts 
of reaction and imp~rialism to disrupt national unity and divert the 
movements in a contradictory manner under religious guises have not 
succeeded. This was clear when Jinnah was in Cairo. He w·as only 
welcomed by reactionary f eudalist circles and :by the yellow press, which 
is well known for its relations with im,perialism such as the Moslem 
Brotherhood paper in Syria and Egypt. 
After the war, imperialist policy attempted to use the Arab League 
for its purposes, but did not succeed. The Arab Lea·gue, which is com-
posed of the representatives from different Arab governments, some of 
which are under imperialist influence, whether British or American, has 
been unable to achieve the Arab peoples' demands for evacuation and 
independence, but w·as also unable to fulfil the role of an instrument 
in the hands of imperialism. The deep contradictions between the 
interests of the Arab people and An·glo-American im·perialism, the con-
tradiction within Anglo-American interests, the competitive conflict 
among the ruling Arab dynasties ·and especially the conflict between the 
Saudi dynasty and the Hashimite ruling family jn Iraq and Transjordan; 
and lastly the pressure of the Arab masses on their governments and 
their dem·and for evacuation and independence, are all contradictory 
[actors reflected within the Arab League, thus crippling it from taking 
any active effective rule. However, the Arab League as an ideal 
represents the dear hope for all the Arab masses. 
We Arab Communists, and with us, all national democrats, believe that 
the Arab Lea·gue cannot live and prosper unless it reflects the hopes of 
the Arab .people. 
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We Arab Communists declare ·before the world that we shall fight 
side by side with all sincere nationalists for national unity in the fight 
for freed om and independence. 
We fight side ·by side with all republican nationalists in Syria and 
Lebanon in order to defend our independence and our republican regime. 
We support the slogans of the Egyptians fighting for evacuation,. 
independence and .the unity of the Nile. 
We also support the national movement for liberation in Palestine and 
will not relinquish the strug·gle of its democratic forces fighting for an 
independent democratic free Palestine. 
The imp,erialist reactionary circles in Britain and America aim at 
turning the Middle East to a military camp which threatens peace and 
peaceful nations. The Arab National Movement, including the Com-
munist movement, wish to transform the Middle East into free countries 
where free people can participate in the struggle for hu·manity, peace 
and democracy. The Arab national movement is a detachment among 
~any working for peace and democracy in the world and we Arab 
Communists are resolved to fulfil our obligations and shoulder the 
responsibility for leading this detachment forward. 
EAST and WEST AFRICA 
and the WEST INDIES 
Supplementary Report by D. Buckle 
T HE scramble for colonial territories intensifies imperialist rivalries which finally lead to war. Therefore, in order to build a world of free and peace-loving peoples it is necessary to end the colonial 
system. . 
In 1943, the Labour Party published its policy on the Colonial Empire .. 
It declared it was necessary to '' put all the states of the world on a 
footing of economic equality in colonial territories, that is, in regard to 
access to raw materials, markets and capital investments." That is to say, 
it envisaged agreement between capital states in the service of their own· 
capitalist interests in colonial territories. Yet the document fully exposed 
some of the worst features of colonial rule; restricted economic develop-· 
ment; cheap and forced labour; lack of educational and social services; 
land-hunger; burdensome tax·ation and the colour bar. These intolera·ble 
conditions exist in every colonial territory, and will continue as long as 
the colonial system exists, for they are inseparable from colonial status. 
Nevertheless, the victory of Labour at the General Election in 1945 
was hailed with . enthusiasm throughout the African and West Indian 
Colonies. The sympathetic interest in colonial affairs displayed by many 
La·bour M.P.s whilst in opposition had acquired for the Labour Party . a 
reputation as the defender of oppressed colonial peoples. It w·as generally 
expected that the reforms which had been introduced by the Coalition 
Government during the war would be expanded and developed. 
These reforms included the provision of a fund for Colonial Welfare 
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and Development, but so hedged about with conditions as to place a 
premium on the natural dilatoriness o.f colonial administration. 
Plans in profusion have been submitted by colonial governments. 
Kenya submitted a five-year plan to cost £2 million and to deal mainly 
with soil erosion. The reservation of the fertile highlands for Euro-
peans, the use of forced labour, and the inadequate African representa-
tion in the Legislature were passed over in silence. U·ganda produced" 
a six-year plan to cost £6 millions and dealt mainly with medical welfare 
and housing. Lord Swinton, in West Africa, declared the Government's 
intention of extending the development begun in war time. In the West 
Indies, plans for general social welfare costing £6. million were envisaged. 
How · is it, then, that SQ far, so little progress has been made? The 
answer lies in the fact that no attempt has been made to enlist the 
co-operation on a democratic basis of the people most concerned, or to 
check the activities of monopoly capitalism. On the contrary, monopoly 
capitalism has actually been assigned a role jn these plans of development 
and rehabilitation. 
Still more recently, indeed within the last two months, two important 
plans affecting the development of African territories have been produced. 
They are the Memorandum on Colonial Mining Policy and the Plan for 
Mechanised Production of Groundnuts in East and Central Africa. 
In the first of these it is proposed that all future alienations of land in 
the colonies the land should be vested in the Crown. But colonial peoples 
lack confidence in what are, after all, alien governments which rule over 
them. They believe that these governments exist to facilitate exploitation 
of their lands, and that to call on a colonial government to limit mining 
rights is to call on Beelzebub to exorcise the Devil. And who can doubt 
that this belief has some foundation? 
The Groundnuts scheme is to be managed, at least in the early stages, 
b))' the United Africa Company which suggested it and which is a 
subsidiary of Unilever. Thus . the n1ore recent schemes of colonial develop-
ment produced under the Labour Government, monopoly capital is given 
free rein. 
Much play has been made of the fact that most of the colonial countries 
of Africa and the West Indies have been granted new ~onstitutions 
representing important changes in the conduct of their affairs. In Jamaica, 
in particular, the new constitution granted universal adult suffrage and 
what has been described as an'' embryo cabinet.'' In the other West Indian 
islands there is a property qualification. In Africa, adult suffrage is not 
even considered, though there is a small improvement in African 
representation in the Legislative Assemblies. 
But whether the concessions are important, as in Jamaica, ·or negligible, 
as in East Africa, the fact remains that the colonial governor retains the 
power of certification and veto, thus depriving the people of any decisive 
voice in shaping their desti11y. It is well to remember, also, that there has 
been no repeal of any of the repressive legislation introduced before the 
war, which restricts the freedom of the press, of speech, of assembly and 
0£ association, thus hindering the growth of democratic institutions. 
- Despite this, the colonial people's organisations are everywhere on the 
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march. The Trade Union movement has made giant strides during the 
course of the war. Up to the outbreak of war trade unionism was illegal 
in many colonies and in others the trade unions existed on sufferance. 
Now they are reaching out to establish contacts with trades unions in the 
more developed countries. Delegates from four West African colonies and 
from Jamaica, Trinidad and British Guiana attended the first Congress 
of the World Federation of Trade Unions in Paris in 1945. · 
The Nigerian T.U.C., which comprises 85 unions with a total member-
ship of over 500,000 is giving vigorous leadership to Nigerian workers in 
their demands for higher wages and improved working conditions. During 
the war the Nigerian T.U.C. voluntarily pledged itself to forego strike 
action so as not to impede the war effort. The administration interpreted 
this as a sign of weakness and the state of war emergency h~d no sooner 
passed than it proceeded to break its promises in regard to increases in 
. the cost of living allowance. The strike of railway workers which took 
place in June, 1945, was the biggest in Nigeria's history and was carried 
out with remarkable discipline and solidarity among the workers. These 
detractors of _colonial peoples who scoff at the idea of tribalised or semi-
tribalised natives forming trade unions had a rude awakening. Strikers, 
even in remote villages ref used to return to work despite the exhortations 
and threats of district officers and chiefs, until they had received 
instructions direct from their union headquarters. 
The Conference of African Trades Unions which is to be held at 
Dakar in April under the auspices of the World Federation of Trade 
Unions, will give an opportunity to African labour to make its demands 
known to the world. It will serve to rally all progressive peoples to 
demand action to end the slave conditions under which the toiling millions 
of Africa work. In the West Indies the trade union centres which are 
affiliated to the World Federation of Trade Unions are grouped inside 
the Federation with the Latin American unions. This arrangement should 
prove of great value to them, 
In East Africa, where African unions are still not fully recognised, the 
African workers are no longer content passively to endure exploitation. 
The recent strike of dock workers at Mombasa was carried out in orderly 
fashion and proved that the African trade unions can count on the fullest 
support of their members. 
The Jamaican Trade Union Council works under great difficulties but 
its leaders exercise restraint and show a dignified bearing in the face 
of provocation from the rival unions organised by the Chief Minister, 
Bustamente. 
The Co-operative Societies are still very weak in Africa and the West 
Indies. African people take naturally to co-operative methods of 
cultivation, but the enactment of Co-operative Ordinances in West Africa 
had the effect of restricting the membership ~f g9vernment-sponsored 
societies. However, a good proportion of the farmers of the Gold Coast 
are collectively organised in groups born of years of struggle against 
the monopolies. These organisations are somewhat similar to the 
marketing groups suggested in the report ·of the Newell Commission 
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(1938) but with an admixture of certain native characteristics and 
traditional influences which make them acceptable even to the most 
illiterate ~armer without impairing their genuine co-operative spirit. 
These organisations are very much in need of outside assistance. One 
may well ask what the English and Scottish Societies are doing to provide 
that assistance. The C.W.S. has a fund of respect and· good-will in West 
Africa. Their r.efusal to join the monopolies in the '' Buying Pool '' in 
1937 is remembered with gratitude. Yet they are doing nothing to 
develop this feeling of good-will and to extend the ideas of co-operative 
organisation .. 
In their struggle for freedom the colonial people look to their natural 
allies the progressive and peace loving peoples abroad, particularly in 
Britain. They are inspired by the example of the Soviet Union, the 
constant champion of oppressed people and the bulwark of peace and 
friendship among the nations, and which ended colonialism in its own 
territories. They recognise new allies too in the countries of Eastern 
Europe which ·have taken the path of democracy. They are preparing to 
acclaim a free and independent India. 
They recognise, also, that nominal ''independence," which yet leaves 
them at the mercy of great monopolies, like Liberia and the Firestone 
Company, would bring them no real benefit. The immediate call, there-
fore, in the African and West Indian colonies is for these rights which will 
enable the people to build their mass organisations, end the power of the 
monopolies ancj take the path to real independence. 
CLOSING THE CONFERENCE 
By Tim Buck 
E are at the conclusion of what has truly been an historic 
conference. 
In our six days of intensive study and deliberations, we have 
examined, not only the situation within each country, but the new situa-
tion that is· developing within the British Empire as a whole. A situation 
\vhich is in the main quite basically a con.sequence of the imperialist 
contradictions within the British Empire, but which is being brought 
to a head by the heroic struggles of hundreds of millions of people 
through·out the Empir~. 
It is no exaggeration to say that the new positions that the Communist 
Parties of the Empire have won by their own heroic self-sacrifice in 
the course of the People's War for Liberation from Fascism and in 
the national independence struggles at home, are an integral part of the 
great fight in which half the people of the world has taken up the slogan 
9f National Independence. The people of the colonial countries want to 
be free and want to be free in a manner in which they have never wanted 
to be free before. 
As ever, of course, imperialist reaction seeks to meet this challenge to 
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its privileges by repression and terror. Parts of this conference which 
will rem3.in most vividly in my mind are some of the scandalous indict-
ments of imperialist policy set forth in the factual material of the various 
countries issued for the conference. 
But I think it is equally important that we should emphasise, comrades, 
that the reports also show another side to this process. That the intensi-
fied terror and repression by which British imperialism is endeavouring 
to reimpose its rule and stabilise its imperialist system throughout the 
Empire, is halted in part by the popular upsurge of democratic action by 
which great masses of people of the colonies are organising their forces 
and continuing the struggle which the leaders of the United Nations 
asked them to take up during the war. 
We are living in an epoch of tremendOU$ change a change which we 
ourselves find it difficult sometimes to appreciate in its complexity and 
sweep. The war for people's freedom did change the world. There 
is no doubt about that. As we point out in our declaration, it led to the 
strengthening of the democratic forces throughout the world. The 
U.S.S.R. is stronger than ever. The New Democracies are building the 
foundations of a new Europe. 
The struggle for freedom in the colonies is part of this struggle. Part 
of the struggle in which the New Democracies are building the found- · 
ations for a new Europe. 
It is in this general process that United States imperialism comes 
forward as a great new imperialist force. 
It is quite obvious that the aim of American policy is to re-establish 
and restabilise the imperialist system as far as it is humanly possible to 
re-establish it, with British imperialism as the junior partner and the 
United States in the dominant position. 
And the Communist Parties of the British Empire fight against this. 
We fight against the schemes and aims of United States imperialism, not 
because we want to preserve the slave empire of British imperialism, 
but because we say that the fate of our countries is not to be determined 
by any imperialism, it is going to be determined by the peoples of those 
countries. 
In this struggle, I feel that it is particularly important that each one of 
us, when we return to our own countries, should be very careful to make 
known, not only within our Parties and within the general Left-Wing 
Movement, but to all the democratic forces, the debt we owe to the great 
Communist Party of Britain in aiding us to develop and raise to a higher 
level our understanding of the independence struggle-an understanding 
of the problems of the people of the Empire and the tremendous possi-
bilities which lie ahead. 
Yes, comrades, Comrade Golian quoted very correctly from the declara-
tion of Marx that a nation which oppresses another nation cannot itself 
be free. That is true, and the proof that millions of British people are 
recognising this fact is to be seen, not only in the work of the British 
Communist Party, · not only in the growing influence of the British Com-
munist Party, but in the concessions that the Labour Government is being 
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compelled to make in response to the widespread and deep growing 
sentiment of the people. 
The struggle for Socialist principles in Britain and the struggle for 
freedom for the colonies go hand in hand, and we want, in closing, 
to make it very clear that neither the discussions in our conference, nor 
the decisions at our conference, are in any way limited to merely a 
recognition of the horrors of the Empire, and the need to abolish these 
horrors and set the p·eople free. We recognise that the policies and 
forces which will ensure socialist policies and victory in Britain and 
national independence for the colonial peoples are at the same time 
policies that e~able a slave Empire, in which 80 per cent of the people 
are oppressed by less than the other 20 per cent, to have the possibility 
of developing into a galaxy of free nations, each nation a sovereign 
power, but freely associated together and with the democratic nations 
of the rest of the world, with the New Democracies and the U.S.S.R. 
develop in the struggle for Socialism and pea~e for all time. 
· Long live the struggle for freedom for all peoples. 
Long live the Communist Parties of Britain and the British Empire 
and the rest of the world. 
DECLARATION OF THE CONFERENCE 
E, the representatives of the C·ommunist Parties in the countries 
of the British Empire, have met in conference in London from 
February 26 to March 3 and having considered the problems 
of the common fight of the · peoples against imperialism, for national 
independence, world peace and security and for co-operation of all 
nations based on equality, make th.e following declaration: 
We greet with enthusiasm the unprecedented upsurge of the colonial 
and subject peoples in the great struggle for liberation and pay our 
homage to the countl~ss martyrs who have laid down their lives in this 
just and noble cause. We send our fervent greetings and solidarity to 
the national move·ments of the colonial countries and express our ardent 
support for unity for the uncompromising aim of national independence. 
The victory of the peoples in the war against fascism, a victory to 
which the colonial peoples greatly contributed has led to the strengthening 
of the democratic forces throughout the w·orld. The Socialist Soviet 
Union is stronger than ever, the New Democracies have been firmly 
established in Europ·e, the United Nations founded and the ranks of the 
workers in all lands consolidated by the World Federation of Trade 
Unions. The defeat of Germany, Italy and Japan has undermined the 
old imperialist order everywhere. We see the struggle for national inde-
pendence as a continuation of the aim for which the war against fascism 
was fought. The immediate advance of the peoples of the subject countries 
to national independence is now on the order of the day. 
Anglo-American imperialism is everywhere seeking to preserve and 
extend its grip on the colonial world, suppress the rising tide of colonial 
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revolt, split and disorganise the national movements and by political 
manreuvres deny real independence. It seeks to maintain privileged 
imperialist exploitation by its arms and police and is building up strategic 
bases in Palestine, the Arab countries of the Middle East, India, Malaya 
and parts of the Far East to kindle another world war aimed at the 
Soviet Union and the peace-loving peoples of the world. 
These policies are an expression of the crisis of the colonial world 
and above all the crisis of the British Empire. The United States, now 
the dominant world imperialist power, with huge material and strategic 
resources, is out to dominate the world and to absorb the British Empire 
countries as the richest prize. British imperialism, weakened by the war, 
is more and more forced into the position of a junior partner of America. 
The crisis in Britain and the crisis in the Empire go hand. in hand. 
Britain's imperialist policies and commitments, draining her manp·ower, 
. intensifying the enormous deficit in the balance of payments, still further 
increase the dependence on American strategic and military superiority 
in the Anglo-American bloc. 
We condemn the continued occupation of Greece, the subjection 
of Cyprus, the holding down of Palestine, the bolstering up of 
reactionary feudal puppet regimes in Iraq and Transjordan, the 
retention of· British troops in Egypt, the categorical refusal to recognise 
the national independence of India and Burma, the denial of a democratic 
constitution to Malaya, and the maintenance and use of British troops 
in these countries to suppress their freedom movements and the military 
aid given by British Imperialism to crush the liberation struggle of the 
peoples of Indonesia and Viet-Nam. 
A great resp·onsibility rests upon the working class and _peoples of the 
British Empire countries in the struggle between the forces of reaction 
fomenting a new world war and the forces for peace and progress. The 
imperialist policies continued by the British Labour Government are 
a betrayal of its election pledges. Aided and abetted by the Dominion 
Governments, it is stimulating and encouraging the warmongering 
, elements everywhere. These policies are not only a denial of the just rights 
of the colonial peoples but a negation of the real interests of the working 
people of Britain and the Dominions. 
The Communist Parties will ceaselessly strive to rouse the working 
masses and all freedom-loving peoples within the countries of the Empire 
to struggle to defeat the war makers. 
The fight for the peace of the world, the advance of the subject 
peoples to independence, the struggle of the workers for Socialism are 
all part of a comm·on fight. The alliance of the freedom movements of 
the subject peoples and the working class movement is vital for the 
victory of the aims of both. 
The common interests of all the peoples of the Empire countries 
require: abandonment of the Anglo-American Bloc and the restoration 
of the unity of the Three Great Powers and full sup·port for the United 
Nations; strengthening and extension of the British Soviet Treaty; close 
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co-operation with the Soviet Union and democratic nations for disarma-
ment, democratic advance and International Co-operation; withdrawal 
of troops from all except ex-enemy countries in accordance with the 
peace settlement; acceptance of the principles of democratic self-
determination; international economic co-operation. 
We declare that the democratic right of self-determination of all peoples 
is the cardinal principle of Communist policy. We demand the immediate 
unqualified independence of India, Burma and Ceylon. 
We express our solidarity with th~ Arab peoples in their fight for the 
evacuation and indep·endence of Egypt, Palestine, Iraq and Transjordan 
and we oppose all imperialist schemes such as those for a '' Greater 
Syria," the Near Eastern Bloc and Anglo-Arab Joint Defence Committee, 
which are a menace to the national existence and future of the Arab 
people. 
We demand the recognition of the right of Cyprus to complete self-
determination so as to enable that country freely, in accordance with 
the wishes of the people ,to re-unite with their motherland Greece. 
We condemn the denial of elementary rights and liberties, the wide-
spread practice of racial and colour discrimination in Africa and other 
British Empire territories. We demand the repeal of all repressive and 
discriminatory legislation, ordinances and laws; the provision of popular 
legislative assemblies based on universal suffrage, freedom of speech, 
movement association and organisation and declare our full support to 
these peoples in their aspirations for freedom and the right of self-
determination. 
These measures can be effective ·only if the monopolies, which operate 
in the colonial countries are rendered unable to dominate the economic 
life of the peoples, squeezing out their wealth and enf arcing conditions 
of starvation, disease and misery on the peoples. It is the duty of the 
Labour Governments in the Metropolitan and Dominion countries to 
abolish these monopolies and to aid the peoples of the Colonies to. 
develop their resources in their own interests so as to win them as 
allies on an equal basis in the fight for the achievement of socialism. 
This will lay the basis for international economic co-operation of these 
countries with the advanced industrial countries of the world on the 
basis of equality ensuring their rapid economic development and the 
onward march of the advanced countries towards Socialism. 
We wrlcome the growing solidarity between the movements of the 
workers in Britain and the Dominions and the subject peoples of the 
Colonies. Our joint struggles will strengthen the bonds of fraternal 
assistance between the trade unions of Britain and the Dominions and· 
the Colonial peoples. 
The British Communist Party has a special responsibility in .association 
with those forces of the Labour Movement now struggling for 
a complete change in the Labour Government's foreign, colonial and 
Empire policy. The Communist Parties of the Dominions also have 
special responsibilities along similar lines particularly in Australia and 
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New Zealand where Labour Governments are in power along the same 
lines. 
Our conference in London has strengthened the bonds of fraternal 
solidarity of the Communist Parties within the countries of the Empire. 
The leading role in building the solidarity of the peoples of the Empire 
countries must be borne by the working class in Britain, the Dominions 
and the Colonial countries. Foremost in this task will be the Communist 
Parties, with their socialist understanding and internationalist spirit. 
DECLARATION ON PALESTINE 
T HIS CONFERENC·E of representatives of Communist Parties in the· countries of the British Empire, extends its warmest greetings and pledges its .full support to all the people of Palestine who are 
struggling for national liberation against the military, political and 
economic domination of British Imperialism and the economic penetration 
and strategic plans of American Imperialism. 
We protest against and conde~n the regime of 1brutal colonial 
oppression ·which weighs upon Palestine. We extend our deepest sympathy 
to the masses who suffer under this rule. 
We call for the ending of the imiperialist policy which seeks to retain 
Palestine, not only as an outlet for oil and point for the military control 
of Suez, but as the strategic base protecting imperialist interests throughout 
the Middle East, against the interests and rights of its peoples, with tl1e 
consequent threat to the peace of the world. 
We are · of the firm conviction that all who love freedom and who seek 
peace in Palestine and throughout the world, should unite to demand and 
secure the immediate withdrawal of the British troops from .Palestine, tl1e 
abrogation of the Mandate and the creation of a free, independent and 
democratic Palestinian State, which will guarantee equ~l rights of citizen-
ship with full religious freedom and full opportunities to develop their 
culture to all its inhabitants, Ara·b and Jewish. 
Only thus can Palestine achieve freedom and security, not only frorr1 
the military forces of imperialism, but from the economic domination of 
foreign capital which, in whatever guise, seeks to exploit the peoples of 
Palestine and crush their movement for national liberation. This is not a 
matter for Anglo-American manreuvring. Let the United Nations su1pport 
the people of Palestine in their struggle to secure the independence of 
their country now. 
We greet the rising forces of the Arab National Movement, wh·ich is 
daily gathering stren·gth throughout the Middle East in the struggle for 
liberation, and the ·growing forces among the Jewish masses in Palestine 
who realise that they have a part to play in the common struggle with the 
Arabs to free Palestine from the imperialist hold. 
We 1warn all Jewish people that Zionism, which seeks to make Palestine 
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or part of Palestine a Jewish State as an ally of the imperialist powers 
and their base in the Middle East, diverts Jewish people from the real 
solution of the problem of anti--Semitism, which is along the lines of 
democratic development and full equality of rights within the countries 
·where they live. It is in the interests of Palestinian Jewry to oppose the 
Zionist conception which seeks to put them in the position of bein·g an 
instrument of imperialism in the Middle East, in opposition to the struggle 
for National Liberation in Palestine, in opposition to the progressive forces 
in the democratic countries in Europe, and against the Soviet Union. 
But not only has Anglo-American Imperialism used Zionis·m in pursuit 
of its policy of divide and rule; it also seeks to secure the support of 
reactionary Arab elements to strengthen the Middle East as a bas~ for 
operations against the Soviet Union and agai)ist the liberation movement 
of the masses throughout the Middle East. . 
We have to warn the Arab people against those Arab reactionary 
elements who are ready to betray the movement for national liberation, 
upon securing the support of Imperialism for their sectional interests 
a·gainst the interests of the masses. 
We in this Conference, therefore, appeal to the Arabs and Jews in 
Palestine to recognise that it is in their mutual interests to join in common 
struggle against Imperialism. 
' 
At the sa·me time the wider problems facing Jewish people all over the 
world are not the problems of Palestine. Anti-Semitism, a weapon carried 
to barbaric extremes by fascism, is a weapon used by the ruling class to 
split and divert the masses of the people away from the struggle for their 
real interests. 
No man or woman today can think of the ·plight of Jewry without 
burning memories of Maidanek and Bel sen, without feelings of profound 
horror at the crimes committed by the fascists against European Jewry, 
and without expressing their deep sympathy with those who have survived 
this horror. 
It is the duty of all free peoples to succour these victims of fascism.· It 
is their duty to demand the closing of the ca·mps in which some of these 
victims are still housed, and to aid in their re-establishment in their own 
co~ntries. .we welcome the new status of freedom which Jewry has 
attained, not only within the Soviet Union, but within the new democracies 
in Europe, a position which should inspire Jewry throughout the world 
to intensify its struggle for this democratic solution in all countries. For 
those who, .full of bitter memories of past persecution, do not wish to 
return, we demand that as an emergency measure Britain, Australia, 
Canada, the U.S.A. and other free countries shall provide opportunities 
for their re-settlement in these countries, so that these victims of fascism 
may find their new hope and new life. No democrat would wish to force 
immigration on Palestine by imperialist power against the wishes of its 
people. We believe that the question of immigration into Palestine can 
only be determined by the people of an independent and democratic 
Palestine. But we are well aware that throughout history there has been 
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no enmity between Arab and Jew until the imperialists used Zionism to 
attempt to divide and disrupt the Middle East. And we believe that, 
conscious of the terrible suffering inflicted on European Jewry by Fascism, 
a free, independent Palestine, in association with the other free countries 
in the world, would be as ready to offer succour and security to the 
victims of Fascism as would any other free country. 
We therefore express our earnest hope that the forces of the Arab 
National Movement, and the progressive forces within Palestinian Jewry, 
recognisin·g their identity of interest, will move rapidly towards their 
common goal, and to this end will seek to create among Arabs and Jews 
in Palestine those conditions which can ensnre not only political agree-
ment, but common action and unity in the struggle for the liberation o.f 
• their country. 
We confidently believe that progressive and democratic forces in other 
countries will give support to the stru·g·gle of the Palestinian people, anq 
in their own countries will combat anti-Semitism and aid Jews to expose 
the Zionist illusions that have been spread, and thus win them for the 
common struggle for freedom and democracy . 
. 
This is the way forward for Palestine. 
This is the way forw·ard to help European Jewry . 
. This is the way forward to strengthen the forces fighting for peace and 
democracy throughout the world. 
EMERGENCY RESOLUTIONS 
SOUTH AFRICA 
This conference of representatives of the Communist Parties of 
countries in the British Empire expresses its strongest condemnation of 
the South African Government in its policy of persecuting the Communist 
Party of South Africa, and in raiding the trade union offices. We state 
that this action is not democratic and not in conformity with the policy 
of the United Nations Charter and especially is it the direct opposite of 
the principles contained in the preamble of the Charter. 
We call upon the democratic, freedom loving and peace loving peoples 
of the world to look upon this action as a breach of faith in democracy 
and a violation and betrayal of the principles for which the war of 
liberation was fought, and we state that these actions of the South 
African Government are similar to the actions taken against the working 
class and their rights to have their own political parties and free trade 
unions, freedom of speech, and freedom of movement by Hitler, 
Mu_ssolini and the fascist Japanese government, and that these attacks 
n1ust be looked upon as a prelude to further attacks upon the whole of 
the working class and progressive movement in South Africa, and as a 
definite step towards fascism in that country. 
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In the name of democracy, and in the defence of the rights of all 
'vorkers to have free trade unions, and their right to have their .own 
political parties we demand the immediate withdrawal of the charges 
against the Central Executive Committee of the Communist Party of 
South Africa. . 
We further express our admiration for the Communist Party of South 
_Africa, and salute it as the only political organisation in that country 
which fearlessly fights .for the rights of the working people of all races 
in South Africa. 
CYPRUS 
This Conference of representatives of the Communist Parties of Great 
Britain, the Dominions and Colonial territories of the British Empire, 
having considered the question of Cyprus, and taken into account the 
fact that Cyprus is a Greek Isl.and, inhabited predominantly by Greek 
people whose most passionate political aspiration is to be united with 
·Greece, and who have been and are actively struggling for the fulfilment 
of that aspiration call upon the British Government to withdraw their 
troops from Cyprus and grant to the people· of Cyprus the right of 
~elf-determination, i.e., the right to be united with their motherland, 
Greece. 
MALAYA 
This Conference of representatives of Communist Parties from Great 
Britain and the Dominions, India and the Colonies, having heard reports 
,on the situation and conditions in MALAY A, places on record its dee.p 
concern at the lack of democratic rights and the attacks upon civil 
liberties 1n Malaya since its liberation from J.apanese rule and its 
-occupation by British Armed Forces. 
Conference protests against the scandalous persecution of Malaya's 
guerilla fighters for alleged acts of violence committed against the 
J apanes.e collaborators; 
The repressive " Banishment Code," sedition ordinances, the restrictions 
on printing and publication, and the absence of freedom of speech, 
press and organisation; 
The failure to recognise the Pan Malayan Federation of Trade Unions, 
the restrictive provisions on Trade Union organisation contained in the 
Registration of Trade Unions Enactment, and the persistent raiding of 
·Trade Union offices and arrest of Trade Union leaders; 
The refusal to extend recognition to political parties, the arrest and 
persecution of Communists, and the barely disguised efforts to promote 
racial discord by playing off one community against another; 
Conference condemns the provisions of the White Paper laying down 
the future Constitution for Malaya and the fact that in contravention 
,of promises explicitly given, no prior consultation to.ok place with the 
political parties, trade unions and popular organisations. The new 
constitutional proposals, in addition to artificially cutting off Singapore 
from the rest of Malaya, provide for a reactionary federal plan with 
autocratic powers reserved to the King's representative; the Federal 
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Legislative Council is to consist of 14 officials and 34 nominated 
unofficials. No provision is made for democratic elections. 
Conference calls upon the Government to withdraw this reactionary 
Constitution to establish a union of All-Malay States and the Straits 
Settlements under a democratically elected Central Legislature on the 
basis of adult franchise, and to convene a Constituent Assembly, truly 
representative of the popular organisations, and free from outside 
interference, to frame Malaya's Constitution as desired by the people of 
Malaya and not as recommended by existing committees of Government 
officials and selected representatives of vested interests. 
ARREST OF COMMUNISTS IN INDIA 
This Conference of Communists of all the countries of the British 
Empire raises its voice of protest against the shootings, arrests and 
imprisonment of trade unionists, which has been characteristic of the 
situation in India throughout the past twelve months, during which 77 
industrial workers and trade unionists have been shot dead, over 650 
injured in police firing and thousands arrested and jailed during strikes 
for a living and minimum wage and for trade union and democratic 
rights. 
Such shootings and mass arrests have been characteristic too in the 
big peasant struggles against inhuman landlord oppression and exploit-
ation and serf conditions of millions of share-croppers and poor peasants 
(Bengal, Madras, Bihar, Punjab) and the Warli tribal aborigines (Bombay 
Province) in which even the military and British troops have been called 
in to aid the police. 
Conference also emphatically protests against the wholesale arrests 
internments and detentions without trial of In.di an Communists, . trade 
union and peasant leaders under the emergency ordinances and by misuse 
of the Police Act in the United Provinces, Central Provinces, Madras 
and Bombay and under which in Madras in particular 500 were arrested 
and 120 have been detained without trial including well-known trade 
unionists and Communists as H. Kalyanasundaram, Vice-President of 
the All-India Railwaymen's Federation; Nambiar, Communist member 
of the Madras Legislative Assembly and Secretary, South Indian Rail-
waymen's Union; Ramamurthy, delegate to the Textile Committee of the 
recent I.L.O. Conference; N. K. Krishnan, member of the Executive 
Committee of the Communist Party-as an unwarranted attack on the 
trade union and peasant movements. 
Conference further makes the strongest possible protest against the 
repressive measures launched against the Communist Party of India in 
the attempt to stifle its press and suppress its activities. This was the real 
meaning of the raids, searches and arrests on January 14, 1947 on the 
Party Headquarters and press and the residence of S. A. Dange._ member 
of the Executive Committee of the Party and of the Executive of the 
World Federation of Trade Unions and the arrest of the editor and 
sub-editor of the Party's Central Organ, ''Peoples Age." Simultaneous 
iaids and searches were carried out at the offices of '' Swadhinata," the 
Party's p·rovincial daily in Calcutta and of the premises of Party branches 
and of trade union, peasant union and cultural organisations in several 
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cities and towns throughout the ·country. The imp·erialist bureaucracy 
sees in the Communist Party its deadliest foe because in the post-war 
upsurge it is a tremendous p·olitical force waging a relentless fight against 
the manreuvres of British imperialism to maintain and strengthen its 
domination in India and because it has with extraordinary vigilance and 
perspicacity exposed imperialist political, military and economic 
manreuvres. The Communist Party by its leadership of the workers' ~nd 
peasants' struggles is uniting the common people and is the biggest force 
working for the defeat of imperialist plans to divide, disrupt and split 
the national movement. 
This Conference calls on the British Labour Government and · the 
Indian Government to take immediate steps to withdraw the prosecution 
against the ''People's Age," to cancel ordinances and release all those 
charged and arrested thereunder. 
THE CEYLON ELECTION DISQUALIF'ICATION 
This Conference of representatives of Communist Parties in Britain and 
the Dominions, India and other colonies condemns the provisions of the 
Ceylon Order in Council of 1946 by which a disqualification of seven 
years is imposed upon candidates for election who have undergone terms 
of imprisonment· of more than three months for political offences. 
In spite of the fact that the Governor is empowered to grant a free 
pardon to such persons, and in spite of the fact that political parties in 
Ceylon local elected Councils, Trade Unions and the Ceylon State 
Council have demanded that the Governor should grant the free pardon, 
nevertheless when an application was made by Dr. S. A. Wickramsinghe, 
the President of the Ceylon Communist Party and the Ceylon 
representative in the General Council of the· World. Federation of Trade 
Unions, the Governor refused to grant a free pardon to him. 
This Conference demands that the British Government, which was 
responsible for this provision in the Order in Council, take immediate 
steps to amend the Order in Council in order to enable persons convicted 
of political offences to stand for election to the New Ceylon Parliament. 
This Conference further condemns the action of the British Govern-
ment in amending the Provisions of the Order in Council so as to enable 
persons found guilty of corrupt practice at elections and persons having 
contracts with the Government to seek election when there has been a 
popular demand to retain and tighten up such disqualifications. 
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WHO'S WHO AMONG THE CONFERENCE 
DELEGATES 
AUSTRALIA 
-
JOHN C. HENRY. Joined the Australian Communist Party in 1931 and successfully 
led the campaign to found the first Communist newspaper 
in Queensland. Elected to the Central Committee of the Australian Communist 
Party in 1935; and in 1938 to its Political Committee, positions he has held ever since. 
Assisted the Australian Labour Movement in the struggle that took place in support 
of the Indonesian Republic. Polled the highest vote of any Communist candidate 
in the Australian Federal Elections in 1946. 
GERALD PEEL. Joined the Communist Party in 1935. After two and a half years' 
. activity in India and Ceylon, became active in the Australian 
Labour movement. Played a leading part in the Australian campaign of support to 
the Indonesian Republic. Known to many thousands of Australians for his radio 
commentaries on P'ehalf of the Party over a large New South Wales network._ 
BRITAIN 
R. PALME DUTI. Vice-Chairman of the Communist Party. Editor of Labour 
Monthly; author of books on international and Indian affairs. 
ELINOR BURNS. Member of Executive Committee of the Communist Party. 
Member of the Board of Management of London Co-operative 
Society. Author of pamphlets on imperialism in Egypt, China, etc. . 
JOHN GOLLAN. Member of Executive Committee of the Communist Party and 
at present Assistant to General Secretary of the _Party. Formerly 
General Secretary of the Young Communist League, and later Secretary of the 
Scottish District of the Communist Party. 
PHIL PIRATIN. M.P. for Mile End. Member of the Executive Committee and 
Political Committee of the Communist Party. 
BURMA 
BA THEIN TI • Member of the Political Committee of the Communist Party. 
Editor of the Con11nunist Daily and also of the weekly 
Commu11ist paper Nelv Denzocracy. 
AU G GYI. Youth organiser of Rangoon District, Daily Worker Correspondent. 
CANADA 
TIM BUCK. General Secretary of the Labour-Progressive Party of Canada. One 
of the founders of the Workers' Party. When he came out of 
prison in 1935, greeted by a crowd of 17,000 who packed a hall in Toronto and 
8,000 who waited outside the hall. 
AUSTIN DELANEY. Organiser of t1he Vancouver City area of the Party. 
MAURICE GOLDENBERG. Joined the Y.C.L. at the age of 16 in 1932, ai1d the 
Party in 1937. Formerly organiser of the Dundas 
Section in Toronto, and Chairman of Ted Herman Club. Joined the army in 1942. 
CEYLON 
Dr. S. A. WICKREMASINGHE. President Ceylon Con1n1unist Party and founder 
of the Socialist movement in Ceylon. Member 
of the State Council 1931·35. Now prevented from contesting the elections in July, 
1947 to the new Ceylon Parliament because section in the Order in Council 
disqualified political prisoners from being members of Parliament for seven years. 
PREMALAL K IARASIRI.. Aged 26, he is a writer of repute in his O\\'J1 
language Sinhalese. Has translated the Communist 
Manifesto and other Marxist classics. Fonnerly a school teacher, he gave up his job 
to become a full time political worker. Is in the thick of every struggle of Sinhalese 
workers. Edit-0r of Jansakyra-People's Strength-the Communist Sinhales·e weekly. 
• 
' 
CYPRUS 
N. IOANNOU. General Secretary of A.K.E.L. in Cyprus, the Progressive Party of 
the Working People. Earlier a school teacher and general secretary 
of the Pan-Cyprian Teachers' Association. Joined the illegal Communist Party in 
1937; had previously been in the illegal Young Communist League in Cyprus. 
G. PHOTIOU. Member of the Central Committee of A.K.E.L. Municipal Coun-
cillor in the town of Larnaka and member of the Party since 1935. 
E. JOANNIDES. Member of the Party since 1931, now General Secretary of the 
Committee for Cyprus Affairs in Britain. Served in the British 
Army for five and a half years, Author and journalist. 
INDIA 
G. ADHIKARI. Member of the Central and Political Committee of the Indian 
Communist Party. Editor of People's Age. Author of pamphlets 
on Pakistan and the National question. One of the prisoners in the famous Meerut 
Conspiracy Case and imprisoned: on many other occasions. 
SHARAF AIBAR ALL People's Age Correspondent in London. 
MALAYA 
WU TIAN WANG. Born in 1919 in Malaya. Completed secondary English and 
Chinese education in 1937. Active in the anti-Japanese move-
ment which was semi-illegal. Joined Party in 1938. In the thick of the Resistance 
movement. Appointed Party repres.entative in Singapore after re-occupation ... 
Member of the Singapore Advisory Council during British Military Administration. 
ABDUL RASHID BIN MADIN. Aged 31, comes from a Malay peasant family. 
_ Chargeman of the electrical department of a 
European tin-dredging plant for 4 years. Joined the Party in 1940. Active resistance 
fighter. Elected as one of the Joint Secretaries of the Selangor State Federation of 
Trade Unions in 1946, Malay Section. One of the leading members of Malay Progres .. 
sive Youth Organisation. 
RAMALINGAM BALAN. Born in Malaya in 1921. Completed his secondary 
school education in English and Tamil. Contacted 
the resistance movement in 1942 and joined the Party in 1943. Became active member 
in the propaganda corps of the Communist Party of Malaya after re-occupation. 
Popular among Indians a11d elected as President of the Perak State Federation of 
Trade Unions, Indian Section, in 1946. ,. 
NORTHERN IRELAND 
WM. McCULLOUGH. Secretary of the Communist Party of Northern Ireland 
since 1941. Led the struggle to win Northern Ireland people 
for the fight against Fascism and war. 
SEAN MURRAY. ·son of Antrim farmer. Was t11e first Secretary of the Com· 
_ munist Party of Ireland. At present member of the Executive 
Committee of the Communist Party. 
ANDY BARR. Member of the Executive Committee of the Communist Party. _ 
PALESTINE 
EMJI,E TOUMA. Membier of t1he Central Committee of the Arab National 
Liberation League. Editor of Al-Ittihad. ' 
S. MIKUNIS. One of the Jewish Communist leaders. Editor of Kol ,Haam. 
SOUTH AFRICA 
DANIEL DU PLESSIS. Worked all his life in the building industry until in 1938 
he was victimised for the fourth time for trade union 
activities. Secretary of the Building Workers' Industrial Unions of South Africa ; 
secretary of the Johannesburg District Committee of the Communist Party o.f South 
Africa. Has been a member of the Central Committee of the Party since 1942. 
H. A. NAIDOO. Member of the Executive Committee of the Commur1ist Party of 
South Africa. Recently attended Session of U.N.O. in New York 
to state the case of the South African Indians against the Smuts' Ghetto Act. Member 
of the Executive of the Natal Indian Congress. 
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